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A natin Prayer 


Before Thy lowly manger bed, Their skins are tinted black and red, 
In loving homage bending, And yellow, brown, and white; 


‘Dear Christ Child, stand a throng of But Thou, Lord, seest only souls 


men— That glow with radiance bright! 
Their songs of joy ascending! 
I pray Thee, give to eyes of men 
In Musie’s universal voice The power to see but GOOD! 
From every Christian land Then may their Lamps of Love shine 
h of praise — in different out 
ant lorena 2 And bring WORLD BROTHERHOOD! 


Thy heart will understand .. . —Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


The Road to Bethlehem 


(A Christmas Prayer) 


How shall we find the road to Bethlehem, we who have lost the way? 

When the little town has become but a stage on a comfortable holiday journey, and 
the time of its glory but a debate among scholars— 

When our wise men study the stars but leave us no light to follow and the glare 
of our lamps but deepens the dark beyond— 

We who love tinsel more than heavenly light and whose song is but a mask for 
unknown pain—how shall we find our way to Bethlehem? 

Shall it be for us the golden thread that winds through the crowded street until 
it leads us at last to the door where self forgets itself forever? 

O Lord of heaven and earth, in Thy great mercy send us, too, we pray Thee, a Star, 
a Song, and a King. In the name of Him whose glory has redeemed our earthly lot 
these many days and brightens with the passing of the years, Amen. 

—Addison H. Groff. 


Holy Child 


Holy Child of David’s town, Humble, grateful, love-enthralled, 
In a manger, hushed to sleep; Kings adore and worship Thee; 
God from heav’n to earth come down, Hark! the choirs of heav’n exalt 

May the world Thy vigil keep. Lowliness—Thy majesty. 


Pure and sinless as Thou art, Guiding star and angels wrought 
Born for men no more to die; Peace, good-will on earth to find; 

Bid them turn with mind and heart Holy Child, Thy birth has brought 
To the shrine where Thou dost lie. Those blest gifts to all mankind. 


Hegins, Pa. . —Herman J. Naftzinger. 


Is Jesus Born In You To-day ? 
B. F. M. Sours 


Is Jesus born in you to-day O Love! O Love Divine: In Thee 
O in your happy heart I lave my heart to-day! 
Are you rejoicing in His love, Say, brother, is He all to you— 
From which no power can part? To take life’s cares away? 
Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


PHILADELPHIA, DECEMBER 20, 1934 


RQBOQBOBOQBOBOBOBOBOBOBOQBGOPE BOVOIGAGGOG INE 


—_ 


Sy 
CHEICAG 


Se : 


QOQIBE 


as 


eae 


“own way. 


2 REFORMED 


CHURCH 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 20, 1934 


SS 00 == 00 SS 00 SD 0 SS] 0 SSH 00 SS 00 SS 00 SOG 


ONE BOOK TAR Wares 


0 OC G—— 9 © Ge) © © Ga OO © Ge O™ Ge © Ge CO © Ge O 9 Ge OO GO OD 


THREE BOOKS ON PREACHING 


Is preaching such a difficult task? One 
might think so to see the number of books 
that appear on it. They are coming one 
a month at least. There have been one 
a month for three months now—more than 
that if one eounts those not directly deal- 
ing with the subject but which neverthe- 
less deal with the problems with which 
preaching is more or less concerned. We 
have first the Lyman Beecher Lectures at 
Yale, “JESUS AND HUMAN PERSON- 
ALITY,” by Albert Edward Day (The 
Abingdon Press); then comes “RELIG- 
ION MEETS THE MODERN MIND,” by 


Russel Henry Stafford (The Round Table- 


Press); and finally, “PREACHING AND 
THE MIND OF TODAY,” by Gaius: Glenn 
Atkins (The Round Table Press). 

The first of these—the Lyman Beecher 
Lectures—made a very deep impression 
when they were delivered. The general 
theme is that Jesus is of course the su- 
preme personality. The first thing neces- 
sary is to analyze the personality of Jesus 
—to find how wonderful it is, how high, 
how divine, how almost incomprehensible 
it is. “Then we are to build human char- 
acter into the image of that personality 
as far as may be. What Jesus was God 
is. The nearer we approach Him, the 
more Godlike we become. Was Jesus 
God? Can we emphasize the Deity of 
Jesus? All we ean say is that all I know 


That Sunday School Debate = . ; . 


There are some misunderstandings which 
must be cleared up concerning this Sun- 
day School debate. 


First, Mr. Piepenbrok has not abolished 
his entire Sunday School. He has not 
taken everything into his own hands like 
a “little pope’! All grades are still in 
operation below the intermediate age, 
meeting at the same time the worship 
period takes place. 


Then, it must not be presupposed that 
this plan ean operate successfully in.every 
Chureh. Mr. Piepenbrok’s experiment was 
publicized only to show how one man 
was coping with a knotty problem in his 
It must be kept in mind that 
Mr. Piepenbrok’s congregation has a 
family spirit in it. He is a fine preacher, 
filled with a warm enthusiasm which makes 
him an excellent combination of teacher 
and preacher. And his Church is a beau- 
tiful place, spacious enough for his people 
and of such a nature as to induce the ut- 
most quiet and reverence. He has a large 
group of youth who are loyal. He has an 
unusual set-up in which to operate his 
plan. 
say that his plan will be completely suc- 
cessful, or permanent, or capable of adapta- 
tion in every instance. 

But his plan works! And there is noth- 
ing in it to make it a popular Bible class 
session or an enlarged catechetical class. 
Nor does it have the dullness of formal 
worship. The secret of it lies in the fact 
that this man had the courage to tackle 
a big problem in the light of what he had 
to work with. Nor has he desired this 
plan to have more people to preach to! 

The real erux of this experiment lies in 
the question:>— 

What is the main task of the Church? 

This question is such that soon 
educator and minister must sit down 


Yet he would be the last person to. 


of God I know through Him. He contains 
all that the finite can contain of God. 
“Because He is our best we must think of 
God in terms of Him. But He is still 
our best. We must believe that He could 
be our best only because He had the most 
of God which ever succeeded in pouring 
itself into a human being.” He reveals 
man’s capacity for God to the extent to 
which the finite can become the home of 
the infinite. Not only is Jesus the pat- 
tern of our personality, not only are we 
to strive to realize our personality in Him; 
He helps us to realize that divine man- 
hood which is all the goal of our endeavor. 
What is the end of all our preaching? It 
is so to show forth Christ that men see- 
ing us shall say: “He has been with Je- 
sus.” The ideal preacher shows forth Jesus 
in every word, act, posture and bearing. He 
should make it easy to become like Him. 
“He ought to be seen through every say- 
ing of His that we take as text, to be 
the chief impression of every sermon, the 
persistent presence in the pulpit, so that 
every time we stand there men shall see 
behind us the historic Jesus as the sculp- 
tor has put the statue of Jesus behind 
that of Phillips Brooks under the eaves 
of Trinity Chureh, Boston; so that no per- 
son can listen to us even for a little while 
without feeling their hearts strangely 
warmed by the revelation of the most 
captivating figure in history.” 


Dr. E. G. HomriGHAUSEN 


together and in the spirit of repentance 
work out THAT MAIN THING WHICH 
THE CHURCH MUST DO, if it would 
root and ground people in God Who is in 
Christ. And if the present impotence of 


Christianity is any index at all, it is 


that this main thing has been neglected, 
in spite of our Church plants and plans 
and our money and our brilliant leader- 
ship! 

How is Christian faith kindled? We 
use the word “faith”. The very kernel of 
Christianity is a life’ that has been born 
to a new way of living. A. Christian is 
one “apprehended” by God in Christ, and 
not one merely informed about Christ. 
Christian education is an education in the 
implications of that faith, or it is an edu- 
cation up to the birth of that faith. That 
faith cannot be humanly created. And 
how is that faith kindled? How devel- 
oped? \ 

Perhaps, best of all by a persuasive and 
radical and personal proclamation of 
Christ and the operation of the Holy 
Spirit. Real Christianity is hardly pro- 
duced by talking about the beauties of 
nature or the merits of man. Christ is 
central. As such there is no better thing 
to make central in our Church life than 
.a& communal worship in a beautiful Church 
whose symbols and colors are related to 
what is in Christ, and under the influence 
of a devoted—not selfish—and faith-filled 
pastor who glows with Christ as _ he 
preaches about Christ, and as he testifies 
objectively to the power of Christ. This 
Christ cannot be argued in His deepest 
meanings. He is the authority, however 
gentle. 

It is this that Mr. Piepenbrok wants! 
He sees that all too much of our time is 
wasted in the technique of trying to grade 
that Christ to varying ages. All too much 
of our Church work does not center in 


for his Chureh no less an obje 


“RELIGION MEETS THE MODERN 
MIND” is an attempt to show what mes- 
sage the preacher has for the modern 
mind and how he shall deliver it. Dr. 
Stafford is the minister of the New Old 
South Congregational Church, Boston. Just 
as his predecessor, Dr. George A. Gordon, 
tried to state the Gospel in the language 
of his day, and gave us a memorable set 
of volumes in so doing, so Dr. Stafford is 
putting it into the language of this gen- 
eration. The language will be quite dif- 
ferent and the treatment of sin, for in- 
stance, quite different. Where sin is, in 
the old theology, a deliberate setting of 
the will against God’s Will, the preacher 
will proceed by one method; where sin 
is conceived of—as it is coming to be 
more and more in our day—as a disease 
of some sort or as the yielding to the 
animal side of our nature, the treatment 
will be entirely different. If we lay our — | 
stress on the free will side, we shall deal 
with the case along legal lines, in terms «=~ 
of crime and punishment. Occasionally — — 
the shame and pain involved may cure : 
the patient. Anyhow, we shall be apt to ~— . 
use the psychiatrical method of persuasion. — | 
“The psychiatrist analyzes his patient’s — ; 
errors, and exposes them to the patient —‘ 
himself by an educational method leading 
the patient to see where he has made his - 
mistakes instead of trying to drive him. 


(Continued on Page 31) 


Christ, in the real unifying Christ. Much 
of our Chureh teaching and preaching ~ 
never DOES THAT FIRST THING: create 
worshipful and reverent and listening — 

For that first thing is the  — . 


Christians. i 

very core of Christian faith and life. RENE 

Without it, Christianity becomes some- i. a) 

thing without any real dignity, without ~ x 

any original power, which youth cannot = = 
. a 


respect at all, AND WHICH CANNOT Co he. 
MAINTAIN A’ CHURCH FOR) ANY 
LENGTH OF TIME as an expression of __ . 
dynamie life. How many people in our % 
Churches know the first thing about the 

life of faith? In this respect Mr. Piepen, 
brok must be judged, although he wilh 


hardly care what men may say about him. ‘: 
He is not concerned about opinions, but 
about doing the main thing. vay 


Certainly, let us have better education 
in our Churches, more opportunity for ex- — 
pression in groups, socially and in mutual ~ 
work and discussion. Mr, Piepenbrok’s 
plan provides for all that at another time. — 
Preachers and teachers must both become 
more humble as they confront the one 
main task of THE Church. Protestantism 
will dig its grave unless it soon recovers — 
the power to make. people have some re- — 
spect for holy things. The solution to — 
the problem lies not in theories which we 
carefully guard, but in personalities. 
Preachers must be done with their desire 
to do it their way, while teachers must 
become more Chureh-minded and be w 
ing to give'up their theories if they ble 
the way to a new way to make the Ch 
a vital meeting-ground for people wh 
lives center in Christ. 

So let Mr. Piepenbrok alone! 
brushed aside old custom and eauti 
great courage to do the real th 
what he has! The writer of 
does not follow his plan, but 
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THE “MESSENGER’S” CHRISTMAS GREETING 


As the Star of Wonder led the Wise Men to the manger- 
_ cradled King ; P 
So may He, our Guiding Star, lead us along the Pathway 
of Peace to our Father’s House! —A 
Seki ce 


THE CHRISTMAS HOME 


' In this year when we consider the theme, “Christ in the 
Life of the Home,” let us observe how God expresses Him- 
self as a Father. 

Christmas is God the Father sharing Himself with His 
children. He always had made available sufficient food and 
shelter. He always desired that there be no one in want. 
On Christmas He goes beyond that; He gives Himself. 
Every parent knows and every child appreciates what it 
means for the parent to give himself. Until this happens 
any gift will fail both parent and child. The parent gives 
ultimate meaning to the urge to share when he gives him- 
self. 

Christmas is God offering the magnetism of personality 
as an urge to live a moral life. Religion has always stood, 
I believe, far in advance of-contemporary moral life. God 
had shown what goodness was. But in some, as Pharisee 
and scribe, goodness was unattractive. On Christmas He 
goes beyond goodness; He makes goodness attractive. 
Every parent knows the resistance offered to teachings at 


variance with the less scrupulous practices of the child’s: 


playmates. Every child knows the joylessness of being 
good beyond his group. Christmas has shown that the 
good life can be more attractive than the lesser morality 
of surrounding life. Let there be a minimum of gloomy 
goodness and a maximum of attractive goodness in the 
home. 

Christmas is God underwriting love. It is the Father as- 
suring His child that of all forces available to him, love is 
the most dependable. The Father had given law and pre- 
cepts. His child had seen hatred, selfishness, armed force 
in the seat of authority. On Christmas God guarantees the 
efficacy of love when He uses that force in the life of His 
Son. 

Every parent knows that he can win an obedience and 
respect with love which no harsher method can assure. 
Every child finds a deeper joy in responding to the pull of 


O 0 C—— 0 © Ge O C Ce OO O§ Ce O GO COOOL 


love than in being thrust forward by the external push of 
authority. May Christmas be a day when the effectiveness 
of love is demonstrated. 

- Christ will be in the life of the home on Christmas when 
the parents share themselves, when they make goodness 
attractive, when they use the appeal of love. Gifts in such 
a home will have merit beyond their intrinsic value. 


—FEarnest W. BRINDLE 
Arendtsville, Pa. 
Ed * * 


O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM! 


In these days the Christian people of all the lands once 
again go in spirit to little Bethlehem of Judea to pay a 
tribute of love and reverence to the significance of the hum- 
ble and lowly. To have approached the actual Bethlehem, 
to have stooped to enter the low portal which admits one 
to the Church of the Nativity, to:have descended into the 
grotto below, and to have gazed, with the millions of the 
centuries who have stood at that spot, beholding that silver 
star in the floor which marks the traditional spot where 
the Saviour’ was born, and to read the Latin legend, “Hic 
de Virgine Maria Jesus Christus Natus est,” is to receive 
a profound impression of the fact that Heaven looks with 
favor upon the humble things of earth. The Christian 
Church will do well to ponder again the utter absence of 
all earthly luxury and affluence in the circumstances of the 
birth of Him who came into poverty, but has made the 
wor!d so rich. 

Yet even ancient Bethlehem already suggests a type of 
human and divine wealth when we come to think of the 
lovely romance of Ruth and Boaz and of the youthful 
home-life of David. It was this ancestry that prepared 
the way for a band of shepherds who could hear the angels 
sing, and for such parents as Mary and Joseph, “of the 
lineage of David.” . 

Let us believe it with all our hearts that the world’s salva- 
tion, now as then, must come from God. The divine Word 
must become flesh and dwell in us. To as many as receive 
Him today will be given the power to become children of 
God. Let us stop fretting about outward circumstances 
and look to the things of God; for in the end we shall be 
declared fools for having sought riches for ourselves and 
for having remained poor toward God. —R. W. B. 
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WHEN RELIGION BECOMES ALIVE 


Charles Reynolds Brown received (from an old friend, 
Raymond C. Brooks,) an interesting paraphrase of a diffi- 
cult statement in the Gospel according to St. John. “In 
the beginning was the Idea, and the Idea was with God, 
and the Idea was divine. . . . The Idea became alive and 
the Life was the Light of men. . The Idea was made 
flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth.” 

If the Christians of America learn anew and afresh that 
the idea of religion became alive in Jesus and dwells among 
us, full of grace and truth, this will be “a gracious, hal- 
lowed Christmas”, as Shakespeare puts it. 

Religion is not easily defined. William James gave us a 
flash of insight when he was asked, ‘What is spirituality?” 
Replied this scholarly brother of Henry James, “I cannot 
define it; but I can point you to a good example of a spir- 
itually-minded man, and that man is Phillips Brooks.” 

Only when religion becomes alive, becomes flesh and 
dwells among us, do the majority see its reality and its 
power. When religion is manifested in a godly life we 
see again that the healing of the world is in its nameless 
saints. To be powerful in daily life religion must be seen 
and felt in persons. The Christian religion is a certain 
way of living, seen in people who master life with all its 
defeats and discouragements, its handicaps and sickness, its 
disasters and death. The quality of His great life is 
Jesus’ supreme contribution to the world. In that life 
God was manifested. God is Christlike. Christ is God- 
like. The Incarnation of God in man is the supreme 
Christmas truth. We repeat the incarnation as we become 
Christlike. 

Father Damien was a Catholic and lived in Aploka 
Hawaiian Islands. William Booth belonged to the Salva- 
tion Army and lived in England. William Hoy was an 
Evangelical Protestant and lived in China. Ellery Chan- 
ning was a Unitarian and lived in the United States. These 
four men achieved the art of living happily and richly. 
They were a power for good. In them religion was mani- 
fested in godly lives. In them religion became alive and 
dwelt among us. The Christian faith incarnated in flesh 
and blood is the grand argument for Christianity. Re- 
ligion in words, in sacraments, in ritual may seem artificial 
to you, but religion in persons is captivating, attractive, 
compelling. 

In these days of “slumped morals’ in private character 
and public righteousness, do you want to serve your day 
and generation? Do not attempt to scold, or argue, or 
coerce, or dragoon, or frighten, or exhort, or even legislate— 
live your religion! The healing of the world always comes 
from its nameless saints. —Dr. Atian S. MEck. 

mii a he 


PRESIDENT APPLE’S RESIGNATION 


The news of the resignation of Dr. Henry Harbaugh 
Apple as President of Franklin and Marshall College will 
come as a surprise to many, although it has been known for 
some time that our good friend was not enjoying the most 
robust health. The resignation is to go into effect at the 
end of the present scholastic year, which will mark 26 
years of faithful and fruitful service in this high office. 
The record of high achievements cannot but be exceed- 
ingly gratifying to the many friends of President Apple. 
He has been known as “‘the builder President”, and his 
high place in the history of the College is secure. The 
Board of Trustees has reluctantly accepted the resignation, 
with the proviso that Dr. Apple continue to serve until his 
successor is selected and inaugurated. 

A serious responsibility rests upon the Committee se- 
lected to nominate to the Board a new President of the 
College. This Committee is constituted as follows: Dr. 
B. F. Fackenthal, Jr., Riegelsville, Chairman, who is also 
the President of the Board of Trustees; Superior Court 
Judge William H. Keller, Lancaster; Attorney General 
William A. Schnader, Philadelphia ; Rev. Dr. Lee M. Erd- 
man, Reading; and S. R. Zimmerman, Esq., Lancaster. 

It is our prayer that these men may be wisely guided 
in selecting one who is not only eminently qualified by 
intellectual training and academic experience, but ‘who 
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also has the character to put first things first, by example 
as well as precept,.and to magnify the place of religion in 
a Christian institution of higher learning. 

* * * 


THE SAGE MUSES ABOUT SANTA 


The Sage knows that times are better today than they 
were a year ago, but there is so much priming, done to keep 
the pump of prosperity going that the Sage is just a little 
bewildered. He is sure that “Santa Claus” will survive 
this Winter, but he may die eventually from over-work. 
Who will then furnish us with “little dollies” to keep us 
on the side lines while John Q. Public is sweating to pay 
for “the whistle” ? 

“Santa Claus” delivering goods and groceries of every 
description makes boys of our American laborers. The 
sense of initiative is lost, and the rugged individual who 
does not believe in fairy tales is wondering whether he is 
dreaming, and if so, what the answer will be when he 
wakes up. 

There must be an awakening! Let us hope that the 
headache on the morning after will not be too severe, and 
that the common sense of the American people will assert 
itself sufficiently to bring the average man back to sane 


living. —SAFED, JR. 
* * * 


A VALUABLE DISCUSSION 


We have received numerous indications of interest in the 
articles which have recently appeared in the MESSENGER 
on. the relationship of the Church School to the worship 
service of the Church. One of our most thoughtful pas- 
tors, writing of the keen interest he has felt in these 
articles, says: “The unanswered question of Protestantism 


lies in this relationship, and these articles have for us as % 


a denomination merely opened the question, but far from 
settled it. I feel that the question must be settled if 
Protestantism is to be properly integrated. But the prob- 
lem will not be solved merely by controversy, for in con- 
troversy the sad results are often achieved that both sides 
win. However, I believe that a few more articles, thought- 
provoking and of a constructive nature, could be released 
to good advantage. In view of the fact that the articles 
thus far have come from a Secretary of the Board of 
Christian Education, from a Professor in a Theological 
Seminary, and one or two from pastors in the field, and 
that these have merely opened up the question, I believe it 
opportune to encourage the voice of the ministry to speak. 
I do not believe that the ministers of our Church are as 
satisfied with the present relationship between the two in- 
stitutions in question as their silence would indicate.” 

In this issue will be found an additional article from the 
pen of Dr. E. G. Homrighausen, who really started the 
current discussion by his article on the experiment by the 
Rev. E. A. Piepenbrok, of Indianapolis. This is indeed a. 
knotty problem which provides plenty of food for thought 
for all of us who are interested in the future of Protestant- 
ism. If you can shed any light on it, why not do so? 

* * x 


IF 


The Golden Rule Foundation, which urged the practice 
of strict economy by individuals and families for the period 
between Dec. 9 and 16, with correspondingly increased 


gifts to Churches and welfare organizations, issued the fol- 


lowing statement: “If every American citizen would vol- 
untarily forego customary luxuries (such as ice-cream 
sodas, movies, cigarettes, automobile pleasure rides and 
costume jewelry) during this eight-day period, contribut- 


ing the money thus saved to religious and welfare organiza- 
tions, a fund of $100,000,000 would be created, or enough 
to feed 1 ,000,000 people for a’ year or 52,000, 000 people for — 
The amount spent in the United States for ss 


a week.” 
uries in the past year would have bought for relief p 
or for Christmas gifts to the needy 13,000,000 barr 
flour, or 50,000,000 pairs of shoes at $2 a pair.” Buty 
how few American people are willing to forego I 
and conveniences for the sake of the starving, even for c 
week or a single day! 
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MEMORY HYMNS FOR 1935 


The monthly Memory Hymns, which have become an 
established institution in quite a number of our Reformed 
congregations and Church Schools, continued to awaken 
considerable interest during the past year, and we are 
happy to receive testimonies that this custom has proved 
helpful throughout our fellowship. Some have found the 
use of the Memory Hymn an occasion for a monthly 
musical service or for an exposition of the history of the 
hymn and its author. We have much reason to believe 
that these treasures of Christian hymnology are being com- 
mitted to memory by individuals, Sunday School classes, 
and other groups, and sometimes they have brought solace 
to the hearts of shut-ins, the sick, the aged, and those in 
trouble. A number of Church bulletins and parish papers 
publish the hymns and urge their use upon the people. That 
indispensable publication, the Year Book and Almanac, 
gives a list of colors and Memory Hymns for the Church 
year. In view of the merger, we have selected hymns for 
1935 which are found in both the Evangelical and the 
Reformed Hymnals, some of which we used some years 
ago, and for your convenience we are giving here the list 
suggested, together with the numbers of the hymns in the 
hymn books of both the “E.” and the “R.” groups: 


January—“O God, Our Help in Ages Past (E. 59-R.91). 


February—‘‘Jesus Shall Reign Where’er the Sun” (E. 
So0-Ry 512). 


March—“In the Cross of Christ I Glory” (E. 110-R. 
165). 


April—“Christ the Lord is Ris’n Today” (E. 124-R. 176). 
May—My Faith Looks Up to Thee” (E. 212-R. 274). 
June—Jesus, Lover of My Soul” (E. 216-R. 336). 


July—“‘Abide with Me; Fast Falls the Eventide” (FE. 
380-R. 25). 


August—‘I Need Thee Ev’ry Hour” (E. 166-R. 640). 
September—‘Nearer, My God, to Thee” (E. 270-R. 
96). 


October—“A Mighty Fortress is Our God” (E. 294-R. 
ys 


November—‘Faith of Our Father” (E. 247-R. 607). 


December—‘O Little Town of Bethlehem” (E. 81-R. 
125) 


* * * 


“THE LIQUOR TRUST IS DRUNK” 


We are not trying to be vindictive, we are just quoting 
what a long-time foe of Prohibition said the other day. 
He was discussing the unauthorized use of President 
Roosevelt’s picture in the centre of an “ad” that appeared 
in many dailies on Dec. 5, as the Wets celebrated the scrap- 
ping of the 18th Amendment. It was Congressman O’Con- 
nor who asked Administrator Choate of the Alcohol Con- 


_trol Administration, to interview officers of the distilling 


industry that placed the picture of Mr. Roosevelt in their 
near full page “ads”. Then Mr. O’Connor said: “The 
liquor trust is drunk, and not on its own stuff but on its 
power.” 

Well, those officials may not be drunk on the stuff they 
are making, but it is quite evident that a lot of other folks 
are, and the number of drunks on our city streets and driv- 
ing automobiles, is increasing so rapidly that the police and 
city officials have become alarmed, and have inaugurated a 
drive against hit-run and zig-zag drivers. Supt. of Police 
Le Strange reports that arrests for these causes have risen 
steadily during the current year. At the time he made his 
report the arrests for these causes numbered 1,530 in 1934, 
as compared with 1,024 in the corresponding period of 
1933. At a conference held in Washington a short while 
ago, it was shown that drunken driving has increased 100 
to 300 percent in the leading cities of our country. Up to 
October, 2,098 licenses have been revoked or suspended in 
Pennsylvania. In this city deaths from hit-run and 
drunken drivers are from 1 to 4 and 6 in a single day and 
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8 over one week-end. And yet our Government, our States 
and cities are active in promoting the sales of strong drink 
—for the revenue in the form of taxes that “aid in sup- 
porting the Government.” 


That many of our newspapers are helping to promote 
the liquor business can be seen as we examine the pages 
of many of our dailies. A few days ago the Philadelphia 
Inquirer carried 17 different “ads” for whiskey, ale and 
beer, The Record, 13, The Evening Ledger, 11, and The 
Bulletin NONE. All honor to The Bulletin. A few days 
later The Evening Ledger had 27 “ads”, some of which 
covered nearly % page. On Dec. 5—the first anniversary 
of the revoking of the 18th Amendment, The Record issued 
a 10-page extra section, that was devoted entirely to the 


.glorification of strong drink. 


In the face of facts such as these, need we wonder that 
crime, in all its hateful forms, is sweeping over our land 
like a scorching curse? When the 18th Amendment was 
revoked we said, “Give the Wets all the rope that they 
will take, and they will hang themselves inside of 5 years.” 
Let us wait and see! A. M.S. 


* * * 


A WORTH WHILE EXPERIMENT 


Our friend, Rev. Esra R. Vornholt, of Mormon Coulee, 
Wis., expects each child in the pastor’s class to write a 
prayer every week. “Our Catechism Class is ‘practicing to 
pray’, he writes, ‘‘and I am astonished at their work and 
can only hope that what they do now will be an inspiration 
and guide for them later on.” The MESSENGER takes the 
liberty of printing a few of the prayers which these boys 
and girls have written. Perhaps they will provide an in- 
spiration for others to go and do likewise. 

* * * 


ON THE SIDE OF KINDNESS 


There is no better time than the blessed Christmas Sea- 
son to enlist anew in the good fight of faith against unfaith, 
of love against hate, of virtue against vice, of reason against 
force, of civilization against barbarism. St. Paul reminded 
us again and again that life is a battlefield from which 
there is no retreat, and that it requires sagacity, courage 
and persistence to serve as “good soldiers of Jesus Christ.” 
If you say that Christmas is no time to think about fight- 
ing, the answer is that it depends for what you are fighting 
and whether the weapons are carnal or spiritual. The 
world is always made better by those who are on the side of 
kindness. Surely we know that the forces of fear and 
hate are well organized and desperate. Apathy, discour- 
agement and defeatism have greatly reduced the ranks of 
those who clearly perceive that behind the collapse of char- 
acter which has been so common and so deplorable, behind 
the “‘re-installation of Bacchus and Venus’’, is. “‘that foul 
god Mammon, who dictates the orgies of his corrupt and 
degenerate agents.” 


The investigation of the munitions industry is in itself 
sufficient to prove that, and we have reason to be thankful 
at this Christmas time that a real movement is under way 
to “take the profits out of war.” There are many who now 
believe that there should be no private manufacture of these 
agents of death, and that in war time the nation might well 
adopt such a plan as is suggested by U. S. Senator Nye, 
namely, to double the income taxes on all incomes under 
$10,000, and to commandeer at least 98 per cent of all in- 
comes over $10,000. In some such ways peace on earth 
will be greatly promoted. 

Here is wise counsel from that eminent Christian leader, 
Charles Haddon Spurgeon: “Avoid with your whole soul 
that spirit of suspicion which sours some men’s lives, and 
to all things from which you might achieve to draw an un- 
kind inference turn a blind eye and a deaf ear.” Should 
not everyone of us take such kindly advice to heart? 

The eminent preacher, Dr. S. Parkes Cadman, was re- 
cently asked, “Is it not true that this world of ours is white- 
hot with passion and tumult?” Dr. Cadman replied: “What 
if it is? When was there ever a better chance to stamp it 
with God’s purpose? Nobody hammers cold iron. To 
change the figure, wise statesmen of God have turned the 
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passion and tumult which alarm you into channels of honor, 
decency and even holiness to the Lord. I agree that world 
affairs are in a state of confusion, that man is a fighting 
animal, that if he is not to fight with fists or guns he must 
find a foe worthy of his resistance. We have need of the 
Lord’s chosen warriors who will rid politics of expediency, 
business of chicanery, social service of betrayal, and be 
ready at call to put to flight the foes of peace, chastity and 
integrity.” 


Here is a real program for the Legion of Kindness. But 
in addition to this militant attitude of the men and women 
who follow Christ, let us not lose sight of the ministry to 
the little ones who are the special representatives of the 
Christ-child today. Let us help to produce that heavenly 
music—the laughter of little children—by all the conspira- 
cies of kindness, and especially let us have in our hearts 
the boys and girls who are underprivileged and almost 
friendless. A Christmas without a gift to the orphan and 
the homeless is poor indeed. 


* * * 


“O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” 


Beginning with 1935, the Memory Hymns used in the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church will be selected from 
those found in the Hymnals which have been used by both 
groups in the merged Church. Some of these will be, 
like the Memory Hymn for January, a much-prized selec- 
tion we used some years ago in this list. “O God, Our 
Help in Ages Past,” is recognized as probably the best of 
all the 600 hymns written by the prince of all English 
hymn-writers, Dr. Isaac Watts. Founded on the first six 
verses of the 90th Psalm, this great hymn, peculiarly appro- 
priate for the New Year season, is by experts pronounced 
one of the supreme lyrical poems in all literature, and seems 
to have about it a finality such as any perfect piece of art 
must have. It was used at the funeral of Robert Brown- 
ing in Westminster Abbey and has since been used in con- 
nection with the most significant events in English history. 
Every year at the grave of the Unknown Soldier these 
majestic lines are sung by the gathered multitude. “When 
the Editorial Commission reached this number,” writes 
Dr. Tillett, “Professor Winchester of Wesleyan University 
exclaimed: ‘The greatest hymn in the book.’ He was not 
far from right.” If by the favor of God we are permitted 
to enter upon a néw year, we do well to think prayerfully 
of our own frailty and mortality, and put all our trust in 
Him Who is “the same yesterday and today and forever.” 
Let us be sure to make this prayer-hymn our own. 


* * * 


MEANING OF THE MERGER 


May we suggest that, among many other blessings and 
benefits of the merger of the Evangelical Synod and the 
Reformed Church, it does mean increased agencies for 
Christian service. ‘Christians rejoice in service. A sure 
mark of Christian character is ministry unto others. If 
you doubt your faith, test it by your passion for the welfare 
of others. No one is growing in love to God who does not 
increase in love to man. Not less, but “more abounding in 
the work of the Lord” is the ardent desire of followers of 
Christ, who “went about doing good,” and whose last word 
was, “Go ye into all the world” and minister unto a sin- 
sick and suffering humanity. 


Thus the merger of the two Churches has given us all— 
Evangelicals and Reformed—increased agencies for Chris- 
tian service. A study of our new Year Book is most en- 
lightening. Where formerly we served through either 
1,300 or 1,700 Churches, we now serve through 3,000. In 
that many commuities we are now preaching, teaching, min- 
istering, helping, healing, comforting and cheering men, 
women and children. We are reaching not merely 345,000 
or only 257,000 members, but nearly 700,000. members, 
and an additional 300,000 children and non-members. 
How each one of us rejoices in these increased agencies for 
Christian service. We now have Churches in sections of 
our country where formerly we had none. 


Where formerly we had home mission activities in 111 
or 176 fields, we now carry the Christ to the Christless and 
the Church to the Churchless into 286 fields in some 40 of 
the 48 states of the Union, and also up in Canada. Only 
God and these thousands of men, women and children 
reached by these home mission agencies can measure the 
blessings. We now have these increased service agencies 
to help Christianize America, our beloved country. How 
we lovers of our country wish we had even more agencies 
in more sections through which to bring the healing and 
helping Christ and His Church to our countrymen! But 
now we all—Evangelicals and Reformed—do have a larger 
share in this work in the homeland than we did before the 
merger. 


Again, Evangelicals never had any missions among the 
American Indians, the Japanese and Hungarians in Amer- 
ica (except as there were a few Hungarians in some of the 
Evangelical Churches), and the Reformed had no city set- 
tlements, no missionaries in public institutions, no workers 
among the mountaineers and fisheries of our land. Now 
both Reformed and Evangelicals have a share in this blessed 
and greatly needed work of the Lord. 


Surely as Christians we are eager that schools and col- 
leges should include Christian education in their curricu- 
lum, sadly missing in too many. We now rejoice that we 
have a larger number of Christian academies, colleges and 
seminaries than before the merger, located in Wisconsin, — 
Missouri, Illinois, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Maryland, North 
Carolina and Virginia. Hundreds of more young men 
and women are influenced in their formative years by the 
Christian atmosphere and environment in these our schools. 
How vital and far-reaching these agencies for Christian 
service are! : 


Jesus came to save not only the soul, but also the bodies 
of men. The Church has always ministered to the sick, 
afflicted, aged and orphans. When Christians fail in such 
social service work, they deny one of the chief missions 
of their religion. Both Evangelicals and Reformed have 
always had a large share in this Christian ministry to the 
bodily needs of man. Now because of the merger, instead 
of 5 or 6 homes for children, we have 11; instead of 4 or 9 
homes for the aged, we have 13; instead of 1 or 9 hospitals, 
we now have 10 in our country. Increased agencies for 
Christian service! How this brings joy to those of us who f 
desire to minister to their fellowmen. Because of the 
merger, we now do minister to added hundreds of sick, | 
afflicted, homeless and motherless children, and fathers and __ 
mothers grown old and feeble. ase 


the world,” and “Ye shall be My witnesses—even unto the 
ends of the earth.” How many of us have yearned to 
carry Him to all parts of the world, to all of God’s other 
children in all the lands of the earth. We fretted because 
so many have not yet heard the blessed Gospel of God and 
still live in darkness and despair, in sordidness, sickness, in __ 
superstition and sin the world over. They were and are 
calling to us: “Come over and help us.” 


The last will and wish of our Christ was “Go ye into all er Pay 


tries—China, India, Japan, Honduras and Iraq. _ Not into’ 

“all the world” yet, but to more lands and unto more seek- 
ing and suffering souls than either of us were doing bef 
the merger. Increased agencies for Christian Service! 


Surely we who wish to share our Christ with humanity in 
every possible way thus rejoice that the merger has gi 
us SO many more means and methods of serving more b 
and girls, more men and women, in so many more se 
of America and the world than ever before. : 


Here lies one of the chief blessings and benefits 
merger, for which we should thank God and rejoi 
should lead us to a deeper devotion to the Kingdom 
and challenge us to increased service and sacrifice. 
prayers should be more incessant and our gifts me 
quent and free. Increased agencies for “Christ § 
what a call for more consecration and more gene 
port! ety aa eats 
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PREPARATION FOR CHRISTMAS 
E. Franklin Faust 

Surely, Christmas is a season of joy. 
The joy-bells ring all about us. Within 
our heart is gladness and from our life 
gladness radiates from the sparkle of the 
eye, the merry tone of voice and the light- 
ness of our step. 

On every hand preparations are being 
made once again for the joyous keeping 
of this season. Stores display their goods 
in most attractive form; their windows 
flash before the eyes of the shoppers a 
cheering challenge to the spirit of liberal 
love. Weeks ahead men are busy dress- 
ing the streets in the gay attire of 
Christmas, hiding the dull and somber evi- 
dence of winter, that as we pass along 
the street the heart may be kept light and 
full of joy. 

In the home there are busy scenes, in 
the kitchen baking fruitcake and the 
cookies, of bird and animal design, to 
please the faney of the children. There 
are secret conferences and planning, with 
hurried and tired shopping trips. 

In the Church much time and patience 
are given to get ready for the Christmas 
service of praise and joy. White gifts 
and baskets prepared for the poor, packed 
with love and sent out, as on wings of 
love, telling anew and in substantial form, 
the glad tidings of “peace and good-will 
among men,” that makes us “bear one an- 
other’s burdens.” 

All this preparation symbolizes the pre- 
paration of the world, long ago, for the 
coming of the Child of Love into the 
homes and the hearts of men, with the 
greeting of peace and the message and 
spirit of light and salvation and Christian 
hope. 

This preparation is the material evidence 
of a deeper preparation of our hearts for 
the true adoration of the Christ, Who 
came to men in distress and in darkness 
of spirit, ages ago; Who gave the light of 
truth and kindled a flame that warmed 
eold hearts with love to others, through 
the ages; and who is born anew and in 
fuller truth in the awakened love within 
our heart by each recurring Christmas ex- 
perience. 

We prepare for Christmas as, by worship 
and fellowship, we keep Christ and His 
_ spirit alive and increasing in reality, 
through the ever-enriching and comforting 
experience of daily living. 

We prepare as we read and recall the 
beautiful Christmas stories with which 
our Christian literature is so rich. 

Our personal preparation is completed 
as we let love and sympathy and good- 
will move us to join once more the Chris- 
tian forces of the Church and society, in 
a new interpretation of the greatest spir- 
itual truth, “For God so loved the world 
that He gave... ” the abundant Life 
to all mankind. 


West Hazleton, Pa. 


CHRIST OUR ONLY HOPE 
William Rupp Barnhart 


St. Paul accurately describes the plight 
of modern man. “The good that I would 
I do not. The evil that I would not I 
do. ... O wretched man that I am, who 
shall deliver me from ... this death?” 
The good that we would do—loving our 
neighbors as ourselves, loving our enemies, 
overcoming evil with good—we do not do. 
The evil that we would not do—inereasing 
armaments, permitting poverty in the 
midst of plenty—we do. O wretched men 
that we are, who shall deliver us from... 
this death? 


The past age glorified itself as self- 
sufficient. It believed that with a little 
more conventional religion and education 
it could build the Kingdom of God on 
earth. Today man stands bitterly disillu- 
sioned and pitifully bewildered. This 
Christmas many men feel themselves lost 
in a maelstrom of misery. <A spirit of 
defeat and death has seized them. 

St. Paul utters the despairing cry of 
humanity. 

Jesus proclaims the divine answer. “I 
came that ye may have life and may have 
it more abundantly.” 


Unless we soon live together as brothers, 
we shall not live at all. Our civilization 
is on the brink of a precipice. From a 
human viewpoint it looks like it may go 
over the precipice. But there is divine 
hope. 


A CHRISTMAS SONG 


O let the bells of Christmas ring! 
Their joyous tones upwinging, 
While happy hearts fond tributes 

bring, 
-And all glad souls are singing! 


Chorus: 


Oh, sing God’s praise in joyous lays, 
Rich gifts to Him be bringing; 
With voices sweet His praise repeat, 
Let all glad souls be singing! 


Sing, sing, as sang the angel hosts, 
Glad news to mortals bringing; 
Tell out His love to far-off coasts, 
Let all glad souls be singing! 


Bow down as Magi bowed of old, 
Devotion pure upspringing; 

Proclaim His mercies manifold, 
Let all glad souls be singing! 


Aye, sing His praise who rules in 
love 
Let all the bells be ringing! 
Great joy on this high day approve, 
Let all glad souls be singing! 
Sing, sing, 
reigns! 
Love is, in truth, upspringing; 
Each Christmas-tide new glory gains, 
While all glad souls are singing! 


—G. S. Ricker. 


the gracious Saviour 


Jesus came into the world at a time 
like this. Although He was more cruelly 
wronged than any man he remained the 
most dauntless optimist that the world 
has ever seen. He knew that the heart 
of the universe is love. He knew that He 
was allying himself with the final triumph- 
ant power in the world. Can we face our 
troublesome time with the same divine 
assurance ? 


The true symbol of Christmas is not 
some temporary festive decoration, but 
it is the lighted cross. Jesus suffered from 
the world’s evil at its worst. He might 
have condemned this world. If so, there 
would have been no Christianity. In- 
stead He prays, “Father, forgive them, 
for they know not what they do.” Jesus 
baring His breast to the sharp fangs of 
anger, hatred and cruelty replies, You 
can do anything to Me, but you cannot 
make Me stop loving you. That makes 
Christianity deathless and dauntless. That 
must be our Christmas message. 


At Christmas time we are sentimentally 
stirred to worship the baby Jesus, but 
are we willing to follow the Master Christ? 
His love can conquer all the hatred and 
malice in the world. Are we willing to 
ally ourselves with a love like that? 
Christ is our only hope. He alone ean 
strike our pessimism dead. He only can 
make our optimism justifiable. Love can 
overcome evil. 

May the love that “came down at Christ- 
mas” be extended to all mankind! 

Hood College, 

Frederick, Md. 


NOW IN THESE DAYS... 
E. K. Angstadt 

“Now it came to pass in those days, 
there went out a decree from Caesar 
Augustus, that all the world should be en- 
rolled.” And a certain husband and wife 
journeyed to Bethlehem to register them- 
selves. The city was thronged with native 
sons returned from far places, and Joseph 
and Mary had to lodge in a stable. 

“Now ... in those days,” the sons of 
Abraham were anxiously awaiting the com- 
ing of the Messiah who would rule over 
Israel, scatter her enemies, and lead the 
people into the glorious position due them 
as children of God. They longed for de- 
liverance, and looked to God for it. 

“Now ... in those days,’ certain wise 
men were studying the course of a strange 
star that appeared to defy their mathe- 
matical calculations. They did not dis- 
count its presence as a “freak of nature’, 
but rather, were willing to be led by it. 

“Now .. . in those days,” Mary gave 
birth to a Son, and called His name Jesus. 
And in those days also, the stars in the 
heavens laughed for joy at His birth; the 
angels of Jehovah appeared to the shep- 
herds, singing strains of glorious music; 
the Wise Men brought rich gifts to lay 
at His feet; and the whole of creation 
bowed down and worshipped Him. For 
He who came that night was the Deliverer, 
the Son of God. 

Now it has come to pass in these days, 
that men still are invited to enroll them- 
selves under the banner of God’s King- 
dom; that men still are seeking deliver- 
anee from social, economic and spiritual 
burdens, and can find salvation only by 
turning to the Father; and that wise men 
of our day are beginning to understand 
that life is more than mere chance. 

Now .. . in these days, the Birthday 
of the King is a day of rejoicing; the 
angels still chant the glory of God, and the 
stars proclaim His providence. Let us, 
at this blessed Christmas-tide, hearken to 
the angel-voices, eagerly follow the Star 
of Bethlehem, and join with all men in 
worshipping the Son and in placing at His 
feet our gifts. 


Kutztown, Pa. 


THE DIVINE ADVENT 
Robert A. Bausch 


The associations of Christmas are so 
poetically tender and so winsomely beau- 
tiful that we rightly regard Christmas as 
the foremost holiday of the year. Christ- 
mas speaks to us of things that cling to 
the heart: reunion, brotherhood, fellow- 
ship, companionship, gladness, and above 
all else a sense of the nearness of God. 
Now, if ever, our prevailing secularity of 
temper is penetrated and possessed by the 
intrusions of the transcendental and spir- 
itual. The transcendental realm is con- 
tinually breaking through into the dis- 
ordered world which we occupy, and in 
some degree is perpetually present with 


Herbert 
and has 


us. As George 
in one world 
him.” 

But not always are we as conscious of 
it as we are at Christmas. We live, in 
deed, in a world of “perpetual becoming” 
where “out of the boundless ocean of 
ether, which forms its basis, solar systems 


“Man is 
attend 


has it, 
another to 


continually arise, evolve, pursue their 
courses for an indefinite number of ages, 
disintegrate and sink back into their pri 
mordial elements, only to begin the same 
process all over again,” without cessation. 
Here is a legitimate assumption that the 
drama of life is a perpetual advent of 


God. 

Christmas stands for a merry, benev- 
olent, roistering mid-winter holiday; but 
it also stands for the birthday of Jesus, 
the festival of sacrificial joy, of the dawn 
of life. It celebrates the coming of the 
Christ of God. He came down from the 
skies with a message for humanity, to 
rescue mankind from blinding darkness 
and to point the children of men to the 
blessed light of God. 


We believe that every special incoming jj 


of God into human experience is prepared 
in the unseen before it appears in the 
seen. We believe that everything worth 
ealling a divine advent, every spiritual 
uplift which our sunken race receives, is 
celebrated with joy in heaven before we 
know anything of it on earth. But it is 
a certainty that we mortals on earth must 
prepare to receive the divine advent. 
“Prepare to meet thy God” is an exhorta- 
tion for all time; not at death alone, but 
in life, every golden moment of it. God 
is perpetually coming to mankind, and 
always His advent is to give life more 
abundantly. 


God is always coming, always coming; 
but so often He finds us unprepared, and 
therefore unable to recognize Him when 
He comes. Let us give God a chance, 
then, to be heard above the tumult and 
the shout of merry-making; prepare to 
receive divine impressions and intima- 
tions; be ready to make experiments. Take 
a look at the Holy Child, and learn afresh 
from Him, apart from any previous ideas. 

“Let every heart prepare a throne, 

And every voice a song.” 


Pottsville, Penna. 


THE HEART OF CHRISTMAS 
Paul E. Schmoyer 


With each succeeding Christmas comes, 
ever new, the thought of God’s revelation 
through His Son. There are things which 
are lasting and things which exist only 
for the moment during the Christmas sea- 
son, The appearance of the star, beau- 
tiful though it may have been as it stood 
out against the black sky, was only the 
announcement of something more impor- 
tant. The angelie voices, with all of their 
heavenly harmony, were only heralds. The 
Babe in the manger was the King of na- 
tions, Prince of Peace, and Lord of lords. 


Here is something eternal. “In Him was 
life; and in the life was the light of men.” 
It must be our purpose today to continue 
to find that which is eternal in Christmas. 
The green of the holly, the ivy, and the 
tree are fine symbols of cheer, but not 
ends in themselves. The gifts that we give 
and receive are fine tokens of friendship 
and esteem, but are only the by-products 
of the spirit of Christmas. They do not 
make Christmas. The carols and anthems 
which fill the air may be expressions of 
real Christmas joy, but they are not 
Christmas. The crowded street and shop 
do not make the Christmas season. 

When men think about God, they think 
more of each other. As they are drawn 
closer to God, they are drawn more close- 
ly to one another. The birth of the Son 
of God—with men in their wisdom and 
in their lowliness falling down to worship 
Him in wender, love and praise—that is 
Christmas. 


Pottstown, Pa. 
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Madonna and Child 


THE ROAD TO BETHLEHEM 
Dr. F. H. Rupnow 


“Let us now go even unto Bethlehem.” 
Luke 2:15. 

With the song of the angels still ring- 
ing in their souls, these shepherds of old 
resolved to go to Bethlehem. There was 
no dissenting vote among them. There 
were no outward difficulties in the way, 
the road was open. There were no mental 
reservations that retarded their steps. 
They went in haste to Bethlehem and 
found Mary and Joseph and the Child. 

Since the angels sang upon those Judean 
plains nineteen centuries ago, the road to 
Bethlehem has become increasingly diffi- 
cult. I do not mean the road to the little 
town of Bethlehem of Judea in Palestine, 
but the road to the Bethlehem of the soul, 
to which each follower and subject of 
this “Christ the Lord” longs to ‘go from 
time to time to spend a real Christmas. 
Strange, but true, all of the difficulties 
that appear to obstruct the road are man- 
made and not from God. 

Men have an inherent mania to build 
monuments and to write epitaphs. So they 
built a great cathedral over the place 
where the manger was supposed to have 
stood. How quick we are to build the 
eathedrals of ecclesiasticism, and enshrine 
in altars of stone, marble and gold the 
person of God who dwells in temples not 
made with hands. Then there are those 
who maintain that we must subscribe to 
certain ancient doctrines before we have 
a right to go to Bethlehem, and they call 
these doctrines by the lofty name “the 
fundamentals of faith’, Then there are 
those who say we need not go to Bethle- 
hem at all to find the Christ. That was 
merely the ordinary birth of a child ae- 
cording to the natural biological processes 
of life; it was the great cause for which 
this child later stood and died that counts. 
So they say these shepherds were the vic- 
tims of a mental hallucination. Then 
there are those who, like the Magi of old, 
eruditely attempt to find the newborn 
King by the phenomena of nature. So they 
follow the Star, but they cannot find 
Bethlehem by the Star alone; they must 
finally be guided by revelation. So as we 
walk the road to Bethlehem there are 
multitudinous man-made difficulties. 


How we must envy these shepherds! 
What a great and thrilling experience was 
theirs upon those Judean plains that Holy 
Night! But it was no Christmas until 
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| with childlike faith, a faith that laid hold 


spon the supernatural and did not merely 
spend itself in an unwillingness to rise 
above the natural, they hastened down the 
road to Bethlehem and found Joseph and 
Mary and the Child. 


Ft. Wayne, Ind. 


THAT DELAYED CHRISTMAS GIFT 
Scott Brenner 


Many is the Christmas bereft of its good 
cheer and merriment by the haunting re- 
membranee of a forgotten friend, and the 
listasteful thought of sending a delayed 
Christmas gift. Try, as one may, to dis- 
cover an adequate excuse, the fact remains 
that a belated Christmas gift speaks all 
too eloquently of a friend who was for- 
votten. 

Such was the experience at the Dawson 
home last Christmas. The packages had 
been opened; the savory dinner was being 
prepared; father, comfortably seated near 
the holly-adorned hearth, was experiment- 
ing with his new pipe. Suddenly, Teddy 
stopped his electrie train and bounding 
upon father’s knees said, “Daddy, this is 
Jesus’ birthday, isn’t it?” Whereupon 
father replied, “Yes, Teddy. Why do you 
ask me?” “T was just thinking,” explain- 
ed Teddy, “about all the toys and gifts 
I got, and about mother’s, and grand- 
mother’s, and yours too—but Jesus didn’t 
get one gift, and it’s His birthday. I feel 
sorry for Him. How could anyone forget 
Jesus on Christmas Day?” 

At that moment came the call to din- 
ner. Father, with some difficulty, stam- 
mered through the grace, and soon all were 
gulping turkey and exuding Christmas 
mirth and jollity. But, somehow, Deacon 
Dawson could not entirely forget Teddy’s 
disturbing words, ‘Jesus didn’t get one 
gift, and it’s His birthday. I feel sorry 
for Him.’ How could anyone forget Jesus 
on Christmas Day?” 

The following Sunday when several of 
the deacons removed the offerings from 
the white-vested and candle-lighted altar, 
their eyes fell upon a peculiar Christmas 
envelope. They opened it and found a 
cheque, and a note attached, reading: 

“This is Christ’s delayed Christmas gift. 
I have no excuse. The truth is I all but 
forgot our Lord on His natal day. Please 
accept this belated remembrance in His 
behalf. 

“Remembering how He said, ‘Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least 
of these my brethren, ye have done it un- 
to Me,’ I suggest that the Chureh procure 
a wheel-chair for Grandmother Craddy; 
that it provide the Keers with a New 
Year’s dinner (they had no Christmas din- 
ner) and the children with new shoes and 
warm gloves; and that the remainder be 
devoted to the Missions of the Church, 

“With this delayed Christmas offering I 
give you the solemn pledge that I will 
never again forget Christ’s gift on Christ- 
mas Day.” 


Schwenkville, Pa. 


“WHAT ABOUT THE FARMER’S 
CHRISTMAS?” 


Dr. L. E. Bair 


“T can let you in on a secret,” said the 
barber to his customer. “Old man Sandus 
was just in here. He is up against it; has 
been unable to pay any taxes for the last 
three years, and needs money at once. He 
has a flock of more than three hundred 
turkeys which could be bought for ten 
cents a pound, if we could get ahold of 
the cash. We could clean up enough on 
this deal to give ourselves the best Christ- 
mas we have had for many years.” 

“Yes, ‘that is true,’ replied the custo- 
mer, “and we could probably get the 
money,.but it doesn’t appeal to me. I feel 
sorry for the old man. He is honest, has 
worked hard all his life, and finds himself — 
in this condition through no fault of his 
own. I just can’t make up my mind that 
it is the thing to do,” =e. 
“Well, it is good business, and eae | 
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nothing dishonest about it. In fact, it 
would help him to save the farm.” 

“I know it is the way business is done. 
Ordinarily, I would think nothing of it. 
I guess it’s the Christmas Spirit that seems 
to make me so tender-hearted. But you 
know that the farmer cannot raise turkeys 
for ten cents a pound. That wouldn’t pay 
the feed, to say nothing of his work and 
his original investment. I don’t believe 
that I could enjoy my Christmas dinner 
if I felt that I had deprived old man 
Sandus of the just reward of his labors. 
Let us pay him a fair price for his turk- 
eys. Then he can have a Christmas, too.” 

Greensburg, Pa. 


IS THERE A SANTA CLAUS? 
Richard K. Morton 


Wise men, shepherds, and others once 
sought a humble manger, near an inn— 
and there they found a Child. Their hopes 
were not disappointed. Rumors were 
many—yet truths were great. False no- 
tions about Him were many—yet truths 
were there. How sad would have been 
the journey and the search, if there had 
been no Child! How sad if that Child 
had never grown to be the Man! 

I cannot make the pilgrimage to Pales- 
tine, but I can seek the Child. I cannot 
live in the time He lived—but I ean live 
in His spirit. 

As Christmas comes once again, child- 
hood asks the perennial question, “Is there 
a Santa Claus?” And I submit to you 
that, in a deeper sense, I think that it 
is more fittingly an inquiry of adulthood. 

Is there a Santa Claus, for example, 
in my house? Yes, indeed. The chimney 
is dirty, and not very wide—but there 
is plenty of room for Santa. I'll have to 
go get a costume, but the spirit is already 
here. Tl have to get the whiskers, but 
I already am studying the part! So I 
am not bothered about Santa who can 
climb down chimneys and reach every- 
where from the North Pole and manages 
to bring everybody presents. For there 
is a Santa Claus, to me, in each loving 
desire of friend to give to friend, and in 
each family secret and furtive whisper. 
There is the spirit of Santa Claus in each 
painful attempt to twist family budget 
figures so that they will finance another 
gift, and there is that spirit in each brave, 
contented smile to others unable to give, 


and for each gift that could not be given 


in this year when things necessary must 
be thought of, before things merely decor- 
ative. There is a Santa Claus who comes 
into the house with each glance of won- 
dering childish eyes; with each delighted 
squeal of childish anticipation; and with 
each expression of parental love. Though 
Santa may be far away, he is here this 
year; though his bag be light, he still will 
come; though he be surrounded with a 
thousand legends, there still will come a 
truth. We look not for a man, but for a 
spirit; not for a gift, but for a feeling 
and an attitude. 

Is there a Santa Claus? Yes, in our 
Church. For I saw those brave committee 
members resolve once more to take on holi- 
day responsibilities which others refused. 
I saw that willing desire to give to local 
funds, when people were not sure of 
enough for themselves. And I was in 
that society when it decided to invite 
the children of a public institution to 
share its candy and Christmas party! And 
I have heard mysterious and wonderful 
whisperings about baskets that were go- 
ing out to homes, and little things that 
were going to be done unexpectedly to 
bring brightness and saving help to many 
and many a hearth! And [I have heard 
how some others are conniving to find 
ways to secure little dainties and gifts 
wrapped in intriguing packages for those 
who will be so very much delighted! 

Is there a Santa Claus? Yes, in our 
community. Many factories have closed, 
and shops are struggling, and wages, little 
enough to begin with, have been drasti- 
eally cut. But everywhere folks are mak- 
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ing the same plans to observe the great political position. 
event. Never did they plan so cleverly Spiritual privileges and the world’s good 
or lovingly for family reunions and philan- things are not always distributed together. 
thropies. Never did they strive to do And we know very well which is the 
more for the Church on limited budgets. greater blessing. We know that the soul 
Never did they more confidently await the is more important than the body, and 
visit of Santa Claus. Never did they that treasure in heaven is worth more 


value more highly the spirit of the sea- 
son, 

Yes, indeed, there is a Santa Claus. 
There are costumes that some of us can- 
not wear—but there is a spirit which we 
can share. There are bags of gifts we 
cannot bring—but there are loads and 
loads of love and brotherhood which we 
can bring. We cannot come from the 
North Pole—but we can come from our 
own homes to the homes of others. We 
cannot visit everywhere—but we can do 
our share. Thank God that after all the 
years there is still the story of the Child! 
Thank God that after all the legends and 
the stories, there is still the greater and 
saving truth! Thank God that beneath 
all the surface interests of the season, 
there is still the desire to help and serve 
and inspire. When I was a child, I breath- 


CHRISTMAS 
The dusk is slowly merging into 
darkness e 


As I walk the snow-covered road 
Alone. ad ; 
The moon is lightly riding in the 


sky 
And its light is cold as the snow. 
Suddenly, 
I hear the distant chimes of a Church 
i bell 


Breaking the stillness. 

I see a Star in the East, 

And I seem to hear angel voices 
chiming: 

“Glory to God in the Highest, 

And on earth, peace—good will to- 
ward men.” 

I am no longer alone; 

The world is here, 

The firmament seems near, 

And God folds me in His arms! 

—Helen Troupe Meyers. 


Dushore, Pa. 


lessly awaited the coming of Santa Claus. 
Now that I am a man, I await the coming 
of a Santa Claus, different, broader, deep- 
er, but with a renewing, vital, divine 
message for all mankind. I am sure he 
will come. I am sure that his visit will 
be a blessing, especially in a year of 
struggle and privation. 


CHRISTMAS IN A LEAN YEAR 
Dr. J. Hamilton Smith 


For many people Christmas, this year, 
will differ from many former ones in this 
respect: Multitudes experience privations 
and restrictions which lay a heavy hand 
upon their households and upon those near 
and dear to them. It is a wise bee that 
knows how to extract honey from thistle. 
He is a wise man who knows how out of 
diappointment and anxiety to extract a 
knowledge of God’s love and truth. Not 
having many material things to fall back 
upon, he will wisely take account of his 
spiritual resources. Christmas points to 
this lesson: 

In a conquered province of the Roman 
empire, in a despised subdivision of it, 
to a woman from the meanest city in this 
subdivision, a city from which no good 
thing had ever come and from which none 
was expected in a tiny town, in the stall 
of a stable—Christ was born. There God 
drew near, “making Himself small as a 
little child, and lying down on the door- 
step of the world, until the world moved 
by the ery of a Babe, opened its barred 
doors and took the Child in.” 

And the sky opened and an angel spake 
and a choir of angels sang—For whom? 
For a group of shepherds—poor people, 
ignorant people, of no social, financial or 


than material things. Christmas teaches 
this, Things are important. Your heav- 
enly Father knoweth that ye have need 
of them. But if we have been thinking 
that wealth and position is the most pree- 
ious thing, and that we have some ground 
of complaint against the Father because 
we don’t have them in abundance, we do 
well to look back to this Babe in a stable 
and to these shepherds. If the people in 
homes of wealth thought that they were 
privileged above those in the stable, they 
were mistaken. There was a blessing un- 
der the stars and in the stall known no- 
where else in the whole world. 


“And ye beneath life’s crushing load, 
Whose forms are bending low, 

Who toil along the climbing way with 
With painful steps and slow,— 

Look now, for glad and golden hours 
Come swiftly on the wing: 

O rest beside the weary road, 

And hear the angels sing.” 

The herald angels are singing; and shall 
we not answer back, “Unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given?” In Beth- 
lehem, God came to a home. Shall we not 
rejoice in our home eirele, finding God 
coming to the hearthside in the love of 
home and family, making the heart tender 
and warm and glad? Can we not use our 
ingenuity and teach our children to use 
theirs—and create a compensation for the 
things which we cannot buy? And from 
our earthly love shall we not look up to 
the Fatherhood of whom the whole family 
is named, and believe that not a sparrow 
falls without His notice? Shall we not 
remember that Christ is our Saviour, and 
that He has loved us with an everlasting 
love? And shall we not serve Him by 
remembering the poor—with gifts if we 
have them—but certainly with our love 
and faith? 

Pottstown, Pa. 


SHOP EARLY 


Prepare to meet thy God. (Amos 4:12) 
A. C. Rohrbaugh 


Our theme today brings together two 
ideas, one from modern life, the other 
from a civilization almost 3000 years old. 
The idea from modern life is rather super- 
ficial in nature and without religious 
value, but because of widespread accept- 
ance and use is known to all of us in 
these words, “Shop Early.” The other 
idea, rich with religious significance, prob- 
ably not so well known, comes from the 
teachings of Amos in the day of a deca- 
dent Israel, and is expressed in these 
words, “Prepare to meet thy God.” The 
two ideas brought so closely together in 
title and text seem at first to have no 
significant relationship whatsoever, even 
causing my purpose to appear ludicrous, 
which is not the case. But let us go a 
step farther and bring the two ideas still 
closer by putting them into a single sen- 
tence, the result appearing in a new idea, 
“Shop early, and prepare to meet thy 
God.” This combined idea gives us a 
command; it has the spirit of an exhorta- 
tion; it even speaks the language of Amos, 
and is like the mixing of two chemicals 
which produce a powerful explosive. 

You are probably aware by this time 
that the sermon of the morning will have 
something to do with Christmas, “Shop 
early” giving the clue. Christmas comes 
once a year, it is a time filled with great 
spiritual possibilities. Yet I believe, as 
a celebration, it is more thoroughly abused 
than any other in the Christian calendar. 
Manufacturers produce toys and gifts a 
year before Christmas, local merchants an- 
nounce their wares many weeks before. 
the Postal Department prepares for a great 
deluge of letters and packages a month 
before, as individuals we are busy shop- 
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ping and preparing two weeks before, yet 
as CHRISTIAN individuals, whose joy 
should lie in the unlimited spiritual possi- 
bilities of this magnificent event, we do 
little or nothing by way of preparation. 
We are busy preparing for a one-sided 
material celebration of Christmas while 
the truer spiritual meaning is left to 
struggle as best it can. ‘Therefore, that 
this year we may prepare spiritually as 
well as materially, let us start several 
weeks in advance by considering the pro- 
position, How can 1 get the greatest pos- 
sible spiritual value out of Christmas this 
year? 

Amos tells us, “Prepare to meet thy 
God,” with the emphasis on prepare. These 
words trom Amos probably have apocalyp- 
tie significance, pointing to the time when 
the Lord will come. He shared the hopes 
and aspirations of his age and was ex- 
pecting the Lord to come soon, with great 
justice, to reign on the earth. And per- 
haps this coming he had naively clothed 
in the catastrophic concept, such as the 
followers ot Judge Rutherford so blatantly 
preach today. But this is not the issue 
at stake, and even though the thought has 
apocalyptic tendencies it is not the apo- 
ealyptic ideal which Amos is primarily 
concerned about. It is not this which he 
is trying to preach. This is not his mes- 
sage, but merely a thought form of that 
day in which he had to express himself. 
Amos had something more serious in mind; 
there was something wrong with his na- 
tion. More particularly, he saw something 
radically wrong in the religious practices 
and worship of his age, and thundered 
forth in prophetie eloquence, hoping to 
turn a hard-hearted people from evil to 
righteousness before it was too late. He 
felt it his especial duty to condemn to 
the uttermost two great evils in Israel’s 
religion. 

First, he saw Israel turn from the wor- 
ship of the Lord to the worship of idols. 
He saw his nation forget the true and 
living God to worship man-made, material 
objects. He saw a high spiritual worship 
slowly give way before a narrow devotion 
to worldly things. He saw the very thing 
which made Israel what she was decay, 
and understood the inevitable doom if 
there was no change of heart. He saw 
a nation which exalted material values 
over those spiritual, thus paving the way 
for its own destruction. 


Secondly, he pointed out to Israel that 
she was walking unworthily under God’s 
favor. Here was God’s chosen people, a 
race which enjoyed the smile of God for 
centuries, a race which arose from ob- 
security in a wilderness to the highest 
plane of religious morality in its day 
through God’s personal leadership, now 
decaying, ungrateful to God for His favors, 
worshipping idols. A race turning from 
the high plane of spiritual achievement 
and religious revelation to fall to the level 
of material, worldly things and idolatry— 
God’s own race forgetting spiritual values 
for material things. No wonder Amos 
spake as he did. 


But Amos didn’t speak for his day only. 
His accusing finger points also to our cele- 
bration of the birth of Christ. Point for 
point we can hear his voice thunder. “You 
are idolaters,” he seems to say, “You walk 
unworthily under God’s favor.” Idolaters, 
because material things are the measure 
of a successful Christmas. How joyous we 
become because of a few material gifts. 
We reach a high state of joyous eestacy, 
yet hardly a thought about Christ, or the 
Father Who gave Him to us. How well 
this is exemplified in our Church Schools, 
to which the children erowd, more than 
on any other day. They are so eager to 
come, excited, anxious, impatient, joyful, 
because they will receive the customary 
packet of candy. But is there any real 
joy felt or expressed because Christ was 
born? I question seriously whether the 
practice of-candy-giving on Christmas 
doesn’t to a large measure defeat the very 
purpose of the Church School at a time 
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as important as this. By repeating this 
practice year after year we créate an ex- 
pectaney in children’s hearts which crowds 
out any other meaning Christmas may 
have. Before our Chureh School teachers 
ever start teaching, a psychological bar- 
rier is set up which frustrates their sin- 
cerest intentions. Thus unwillingly, even 
unconsciously, in God’s very sanctuary we 
teach the negative values of Christmas by 
perpetuating a practice devoid of great 
spiritual significance and of questionable 
teaching value. 

And this in God’s House! Teaching 
little children to worship idols at God’s 
very altar! Wouldn’t it be much better, 
if, instead of making these children the 
inactive recipients of an unmerited favor, 
we would lead them into an experience of 
sharing, where their own little souls would 
live the true meaning of Christmas? May 
they live intimately in some project where 
they really feel they are giving, sacrific- 
ing, sharing something of theirs, and by 
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BETHLEHEM 
B. F. M. Sours 


Outside of little Bethlehem 
The weary shepherds watched; to 
them 
The herald-angels came. 
The glory of the Lord came down 
To tell of Christ and kingly crown— 
O glory to His name! 


O town of David, happy then 

With joy for all the sons of men, 
We sing you all the years: 

In lowly manger lay my King; 

We heard the joy of Heaven ring— 
That night Thy name endears. 


And over all the lands afar 

We tell of Wise Men and a Star 
That guided through the maze, 

Until their happy footsteps trod 

The way unto the Son of God, 
The lowly Christ of praise. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


so doing are making someone happy. But 
this is too much trouble for us as parents 
and teachers, it takes too much careful 
planning and guidance, it takes too much 
of our time; it is much easier just to give 
eandy. Thus, selfishly, we are satisfied 
to turn from the true Christian meaning 
of Christmas, and in our blindness take 
our little children by the hand and lead 
them to the altar intended for worship- 
ping God, and there sacrifice them to the 
idol of materialism. Can’t you hear Amos 
thunder? Don’t you feel the finger of 
accusation pointing toward you? Is not 
your soul filled with a new guilt? We 
have been making our Christmas an idola- 
trous worship and failed to see that great- 
er joy beyond the veil of this world. We 
have made things the end of Christmas 
and forgot even to use them as a means 
to some greater end. Yes, we have pagan- 
ized Christmas, have turned away from 
its true spirit, and have forgotten God’s 
great gift to mankind, even at a time 
when it should have been foremost in our 
minds. We have fallen away from spirit- 
ual things and condescended to the things 
which are worldly, from God to idolatry. 
To our sorrow, I believe, many have ecreat- 
ed a new religion out of our Christmas, in 
whieh we do penance to a material deity 
and exalt his place in our nation, our 
Churches, and our homes by the rite of 
gift-worship. We sacrifice such an over- 
whelming proportion of our time, energy, 
and money in preparing materially for 
Christmas and are loath to give even an 
hour toward the greater joy. Yes, lest 
we forget, there are those who do well 
in their preparation of pageant and rhyme 
through which the old story is once again 
made new and dear to us, but this is so 
small in comparison with our material em- 
phasis upon Christmas that it is hard to 
discern. Can’t you hear Amos thunder 
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those fiery utterances, warning us, ex- 
horting us, pleading with us to turn from 
our wickedness before it is too late? Will 
we, too, like Israel of old, continue in our 
hard-heartedness till ruin is inevitable? 
Will we too close our ears until the din 
of destruction will arise pitifully about 
us? Or will we turn to our God, in this 
greatest of all birthday celebrations, and 
express unspeakable joy because of His 
wondrous gift? If so, it will mean a great 
change of heart, for at present we are 
walking the pathway to destruction, We 
have lost the meaning of the birth of our 
Savior, and I fear some of us have lost 
Him too. 


Thus, it logically follows that we are 
walking unworthily under God’s favor. 
Like the Israel to which Amos preached, 
we fail to remember God’s great gift to 
us. The gift which is the Way, the Truth, é 
and the Life of the world. The gift of 
whom the Father said, “I gave my only 
begotten. Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him, shall not perish, but have ever- 
lasting life.’ What a gift! Yet what a 
small part of our Christmas joy is ex- 
pressed because of our realization of hay- 
ing received it! How strange that human 
beings with great intelligence express 
much joy at the receipt of a material gift 
which will soon perish, and so. little for 
a gift which will never perish. God has 
expressed His infinite kindness to us, He 
has expressed His bountiful love through 
His Son, yet we do not consider this a 
cause for great rejoicing. Truly, we have 
hardened our hearts and walk unworthily : 
under the favor of God. 


And what do we gain by this material 
emphasis on Christmas, with all its at- 
tending pleasures? To many of us the 
celebration of the birth of Christ is not 
an inspiring occasion. We receive boun- — ‘< 
tiful gifts, enjoy candies and foods, ex- 
press a certain happiness, and yet when 
the day is over feel somewhat disap-— 
pointed. We expected something more, 
something genuine, something to fill a cer- 
tain emptiness of spirit. We feel the ab- 
sence of something we wanted and didn’t — 
get. And, however many material things 
we receive this emptiness prevails. I won- 
der if we realize there may be a certain 
part of our being which didn’t have Christ- =» 
mas at all? Our physical Christmas was 
complete, abundant, with gifts, pass oars pe 
and food. But did we give our soul i a 7 > 
Christmas? Oh, how busy we always are in 
with our shopping and countless duties,  —__ 
while we forget there is another part i 
our being which needs just as much at- 
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tention. But no, we let it in the cold 

we forget it in our rush after physica ts 
things, we let it starve; it yearns, it eri 

out, it weeps, but we heed not. And th 
we wonder why Christmas with all 
attending pleasures is so dull? Our s 
weep, they yearn pleadingly for some h 
piness, and our poor material gifts + 
not supply this need. But more than this 
our souls are seeking nourishment to | 
they are seeking God, without Whom 
will shrivel and die. That is the re 

of our relentless materialism; we kill tk 
soul which needs spiritual food and d 
But no, we heed not the warning, we hi 
not the prophet, we heed not the thre 
tened destruction, giving as our onl} zi 
sponse a contemptible smile and snee 
And yet we cannot understand why C 
mas is so dull. ~ 


We can listen to Amos again. Hi 
Israel her sin, pleads with His peoy 
then hurls the resounding comman 
pare to meet thy God.” “Pr are 
shouts. “Your hearts are filled 
pagan worship, prepare! Clear 
hearts, wipe away the mists of 
ing worldliness, repent and prepa 
pare to meet thy God!” We 
hear Him shout thus. And how 
mand pierces to the very ma 
especiall? in our preparation 
mas. “Prepare to meet thy 
miserably we have failed 
How poorly we have pre 
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for the true ecelbration of Christmas. Yes, 
material preparation in abundance, but so 
little spiritual. How busy we are, trot- 
ting to and fro, shopping here and there, 
doing this and doing that; baking candies, 
cakes, and pies; placing trees, tinsel, and 
holly; going, going, going, until late on 
Christmas eve, all in preparation for 
Christmas. Yet never the tiniest moment 
set aside for spiritual preparation. 

No wonder we celebrate a material 
Christmas; we prepare for it. No wonder 
we miss the spiritual joy of Christmas; 
we do not prepare for it. How can I help 
but shout with Amos, “Prepare!” Our 
hearts are defiled with a material devotion, 
we are blinded by the mists of worldly 
affections, our whole being moves in the 
sphere of the things of man; we must pre- 
pare spiritually. Let us spare a moment, 
cease in our “busyness’’, and search for 
the true meaning of Christmas. I plead 
with each one of you to prepare. Let us 
prepare our souls for this occasion, and 
our minds so that our attitude toward this 
great festival will be right. May we seek 
to reconcile our whole being with God 
and, at least for a day, to live a life of 
spiritual joy. Then perhaps the song which 
first came from angel lips, with its soft 
and- whispering melodies, may fill that 
greatest yearning in all human souls with 
“Peace on earth and goodwill to all men”. 
But unless we’ve experienced ‘his, we 
have not known the true Christmas. 

Thus we return to our proposition, How 
ean I get the greatest spiritual value out 
of Christmas this year? Briefly, I might 
answer, shop early and prepare. Take 
eare of your material necessities for 
Christmas, dispose of them quickly, and 
reserve time to prepare spiritually. It is 
a thing we have forgotten in the past and 
need to reclaim for the future. But this 
is too general, and to be more explicit I 
will name a number-of things each one 
of us- can do in preparing ourselves for 
the fullest spiritual enjoyment of Christ- 
mas. 


In the first place, let us spend a number 
of evenings together with our families 
before Christmas; father, mother, and 
children. May we prepare as a family by 
spending these evenings in reading and 
worship. A start may be made several 
weeks before Christmas when the family, 
gathered in a group, will read and hear, 
The Other Wise Man, by Van Dyke. Let 
us go with Van Dyke wherever he leads, 
and thus gradually may the Christmas 
spirit slip in upon us. 

A little later, as a family, we may re- 
read and refresh in our minds the much 
beloved story from Dickens’ Christmas 
Carol, about Old Scrooge. And as we read 
let us reflect, think seriously, and look 
within our hearts to see if a bit of the 
warped spirit of Scrooge may lurk there. 
If so, remove it at once. For, unless we 
take away that spirit and become as 
Serooge became, the way to a full spiritual 
realization of Christmas will be blocked. 


"Then, let us take the tale of The Little 
Match Girl, and read her sad story. How 
she on a cold snowy night, poorly clad, 
went about the street selling matches so 
that her father and she might have food 
and clothing to live. But, poor child, 
people didn’t buy what she had to sell, 
so she walked to the side of a large house 
to keep warm. She was half-starved and 
cold, but dared not go home till the 
matches were all sold. As she stood by this 
house, shivering, she looked in through 
a window and saw toys, a glowing fire- 
place, and a table well filled with food. 
How she yearned to be in that room and 
play with the children there, too! But 
no, she had to stay where she was, for 
the matches were not all sold. How cold 
her feet and hands. She lit one match, 
‘then another, childishly trying to keep 
warm. But she could not. So she struck 
many more until at last she seemed to get 
warmer. And in the glow of each match 
she thought she could see the fairies at 
play. But they soon vanished. And then, 
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after a while, she thought she could see 
the face of her mother in the flickering 
light. That kind face which went to 
heaven so long ago, just a faint memory 
now. She could see those understanding 
eyes and the sympathetic smile around her 
lips. So she struck her matches faster, 
for fear she too would fly away, so com- 
forting her presence was. But mother 
did not fly away. Instead she started to 
call, calling the match girl by name, then 
beckoning for her to come. And so the 
little girl went. The next day villagers 
found her frozen body lying in the snow, 
just below the window of the large house. 

And as we read this story may we re- 
member, perhaps at that very moment 
there is some poor little girl looking in 
at our house window; let us remember 
there is suffering and poverty in the world; 
let us remember there are people who 
need our help; and, above all, let us re- 
member that we can help. May we open 
our hearts and let the warmth of brotherly 
love rush in and be filled with a passion- 
ate zeal for the poor and down-trodden. 
May we be filled with such a spirit of 
devotion and sacrifice that it can be said 
of us some day, “Come, ye blessed of my 
father, inherit the kingdom prepared for 
you from the foundation of the world: 
for I was hungry, and ye gave me meat: 
I was thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I 
was a stranger, and ye took me in: Naked, 


and ye clothed me; I was sick and 
ye visited me: I was in prison and 
ye came unto me.... insomuch as 


ye have done it unto the least of these 
my brethren, ye have done it unto me.” 
Without this in each of our lives, there 
certainly can be no real spiritual joy 
at Christmas. 

After this, we might read the story of 
Why The Chimes Rang, and from it seek 
to be reminded that a gift, however large, 
without the stamp of brotherly love, sacri- 
fice, service, and sharing cannot add to 
the finer meaning of Christmas. 

Then, the night before Christmas, let 
us have a real spiritual feast. Let us do 
something we perhaps have not done for 
a year, or several years. Take down the 
large family Bible, brush the dust from 
its covers and webs from its sides, and 


.open its dry crackling pages to Luke. 


Have mother there, and Bobbie, and 
Frank, and John, and sister too, the whole 
family, to listen to father as he reads the 
beautiful Christmas story. How sweet 


OUR CHRISTMAS 
Irvine Hart Rutledge 


O’er Bethlehem tonight a 
star is burning, 


Though not that star 
that lit the Wise 
Men’s way 


Upon that quest that show- 
ed the Wise Men’s 
learning, 

The night of that first 
humble Christmas 
Day. 
star toward which 
they journeyed far 
in danger 

To bear their royal gifts 

of gold and myrrh, 

To Him whose only cradle 
was a manger, 

And worship in their 

greatest wisdom there. 


The 


And yet that star that over 
Jesus tarried 
Was seen alone in fair 
Judea’s strand: 
Tonight there shines a star 
whose light is carried 
Around the world to 
every distant land. 
Christ’s spirit is that star, 
whose radiant light 
Is shining over all the 
world tonight. 


Mercersburg, Penna. 
————— — — — ———————————————— 
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the old story will sound, how new to the 
ear. And the meaning, how different, how 
clearly it unfolds in a flash to the mind. 
“A Christ child was born, a Savior, the 
Son of God to take away my sin, to bring 
peace and happiness to my soul, and to 
bring good will to all men. A gift, out of 
God’s love, given to the world for all men 
and for me.” Such should be our inner 
thoughts. And then, when those last words 
fall fading from father’s lips, and the story 
is ended, sit silently and think without 
whispering a word. How near God will 
be then, how full the soul will become, 
what a new richness Christmas will have. 
Something many of us never experienced. 
But do not move; sit meditating. Then 
out of the silence, may father’s deep voice, 
even and mellow, offer a prayer—a prayer 
of thanks to God for the Christ Child, a 
prayer for His fellowmen. And when fin- 
ished, go quietly to bed. 

Again, on Christmas morning, when we 
open our various gifts, may we be joyful 
and glad. But, then, too, may each gift 
remind us of God’s great gift to the 
world. May we see in each gift we re- 
ceive someone’s effort to remind us with 
a token showing, just as this gift was 
given from person to person so God, out 
of his great love and kindness, gave a 
gift from his person to us. Thus a gift 
can make God seem very close, and may 
this be our discovery this Christmas. 

Now, finally, there is one thing more we 
must do. We have prepared, we have felt 
the new meaning of Christmas, God’s 
warmth has come into our souls, and we 
have tasted of the eternal. Our spirits 
have reached out toward Heaven and were 
touched by God; we were in heavenly fel- 
lowship. So our hearts are now full and 
God’s spirit is flooding our souls. Oh, the 
joy, how it bubbles forth, like the water 
from a clear mountain spring. We are 
filled to overflowing and there is only one 
thing left to do—worship. May we wor- 
ship in praise and thanksgiving to God. 
May we draw close as a family, father 
and mother, sister and brother, and open- 
ing our souls with joy overflowing sing 
forth with the true spirit of Christmas, 
“Praise God from Whom all blessings 
flow.” 

Thus, may we make ready for a real 
Christmas. Thus, may we feel the neces- 
Thus, may we 


sity of shopping early. 
prepare to meet our God! 
Ringtown, Pa. 
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A Page of Poems Expressing the Spirit of Christmas 


CHRIST IS BORN 


The myriad choirs cannot sing 
The deathless song of our Beloved! 
Ours, only the remembering. 


So still your hands and hush your 
songs, 

Lay by your instruments of joy, 

We shall not sing Him now; 

Our ecstasy is full of night 

And we must wait the dawn. 


Lay by your instruments of song 
And gather close in reverence. 
Can you repeat one word He spoke? 
Or dare to share one path of pain? 
Forgive one friend who falsifies? 
Greatest in love, if courage boast, 
Let no presumption now acclaim; 
His, alone, the Way, the Voice,— 
Ours, the echo of a coward’s sigh. 


The myriad choirs cannot bring 
The Presence of our Nazarene! 
Worship awes what lips would sing. 


—Henry Linford Krause. 


LIGHT OF THE WORLD 
Oh Babe Divine, the light of Your 


great star 

Did lead, to that dim stable where 
You lay, f 

Crude shepherds, and the Wise Men 
from afar, 


To worship Thee on that first 
Christmas day; 

Then later, as You walked the ways 
of men, 

Your love and sweet compassion 
shown about; 

Your tender mercy made men whole 
again; 

Cast out their demons of remorse 
and doubt. 


Adown the centuries, oh Holy One, 

Your ever-burning Lamp of Love, 
held high, 

Has lighted weary traveller’s lonely 
path, 

Healed stricken hearts, stilled many 
an anguished cry... 

Through shadows NOW men blindly 
stumble—grope— 

Toward THEE, to light once more 
their fires of Hope! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


THE SHEPHERDS’ JOY 
B. F. M. Sours 


The lambs they kept that holy night, 
When lo! a vision met their sight: 
The holy angels from the flame 
Of heavenly glory instant came, 
And told the tidings of all time 
To usher in the reign sublime 
Of Him, the Christ, who came to 
them, 
The New-Born Babe of Bethlehem. 


Mechanicsburg, Pa. 


CHRISTMAS STARS 


In Bethlehem the stars bent down 
From all their glory overhead— 

In Bethlehem the stars bent down 
To touch a Wee One’s manger bed. 


Tonight the stars hang clear and 
still; 
Think you, though years have past, 
their light u 
Will brighter grow, and near? Will 
they 
Bend down to touch our hearts 
tonight? 


—A. W. B. Werner. 


CHRISTMAS 


“God rest ye, merry gentlemen!”’ 
This lay comes to our ears, 
Across the yawning gulf between 
Today—and happy bygone years. 
Good friends, “let nothing you dis- 
may,” 
As waits of old oft sang, 
When on the frosty Yuletide air 
Their “Joyeux WNoels’ sweetly 
rang. 


For Christmas IS a happy time, 
A day of joy and cheer, 
Its spirit living in our hearts 
Will banish hatred, care and fear. 
What though we may not have as 
much 
As on last Christmas Day, 
What though depression stalks the 
land? 
Shall things like these be All that 
weigh? 


We know the things the most worth- 
while, 
Can’t be with money bought; 
Truth, duty, honor, health and love, 
Content and kindly deed and 
thought— 
And many more, of which, perchance, 
We may not be aware; 
So take the good that may be ours, 
Today—and then with others 
share. 


If so we do, our joys will grow, 
And blessings by the score 
Will, like the widow’s cruse of old, 
Not fail, but e’en be more and 
more. 
“What for the least of these ye’ve 
done, 
*Twas done for ME!” said He, 
Christ Jesus, prophet, Saviour, King, 
Who came from sin to set man 
free. 


And if the Day’s FULL joy you'd 
know, 
To others even do 
Just what, if things were otherwise, 
You'd like for them to do to you! 
So if this Golden Rule you'll use, 
. Then of self freely give, 
Youll find the Christmas Spirit 
bright, 
Will throughout all your future 
live! 
—Walter Esmer. 


THE CHRISTMAS SEARCH 


‘Twas -long ago, outside the city 
wall, 
A babe was born within a straw- 
filled stall; 
While cattle lowed to sound His 
birth, 
The angels acclaimed His won- 
drous worth. 


Ah yes! away from Beth’lem’s 
stormy strife, 
Away from restless human life, 
Amid the gray of quiet morn, 
The Lord, the Prince of Peace, 
was born. 


But Wise Men saw with pensive 
mind, 

And trailed the Star their Lord to 
find; 

And shepherds left their slumb’ring 
fold, 

Their Shepherd King swift to be- 
hold. 


If we today our Lord would meet, 
We too must leave the noisy 
street; 
For in some humble dwelling-place 
We'll meet the Christ-Child face 
to face. 


—Paul E. Schmoyer. 


THE HOLY CHILD 


Holy Child, Infinite Love, 

Came to earth from heaven above; 

No room in the Inn for Him to stay, 

But in the manger filled with hay, 

The Holy Child so peacefully lay— 
||Peacefully lay.|| 


Loud the herald angels sing 
Praises to the new-born King. 
On that night so clear and still, 
Loud hosannas the heavens fill: 
Peace on earth, and to men good 
will— 
\||Peace and good will.|| 


Shepherds watched their flocks that 
night, 
Gazed upon that glorious sight; 
Heard the herald angels sing, 
Heard the heavenly chorus ring, 
Glory to their Lord and King— 
\|Their Lord and King.|| 


Yonder Star, in eastern sky 
Shed its glorious beams on high. 
On Bethlehem, so meek and mild, 
The host of heaven looked down and 
smiled 
Upon the mother and Savior Child— 
|The Savior Child.|| 


Wise Men, too, came from afar, 

Guided by the Eastern Star; 

On bended knee to their Saviour 
cling, 

Gold, frankincense and myrrh they 
bring, 

Presents to their Heav’nly King— 

||Their Heav’nly King.) 


T —Wm. J. Baker. 
Taneytown, Md. 
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The Thoughts of Justus Timberline 


or Pull? 


We have a man in our town who has 
all kinds of pull. He ean fix a traffie vio- 
lation, get people jobs at election time; 
work a city official for special favors, and 
that sort of thing. 

And we have another man who has all 
kinds of influence. He hardly knows the 
inside of the City Hall, and, so far from 
getting jobs for other people, he has been 
hard put to it lately to keep his own busi- 
ness going. 

But he has influence. He has done more 
to change the moral climate of our town 
than all its police and half of its civic 
clubs. 

He’s the town’s most cheerful citizen. 
His word is as good as a ten-page contract 
with penalties. He’s a friend to people 
you don’t see often at Church—yes, the 
Sunday golfers as well as the people in the 
shanties across the track. 

He loves children and dogs and old peo- 
ple. He’s a friend in a thousand; loyal till 
it hurts and then some. He never gets 
mad, but he gets indignant at bad things, 
and contrives sooner or later to make his 
indignation contagious. 

Now and then this man loses his popu- 
larity, because he never hesitates to line 
up with unpopular causes if he believes in 
them. 

At least three times in twenty years one 
group or another has talked of tar and 
feathers, and a ride on a rail. 

But that talk will never happen again. 
We know by this time that we can’t spare 
Henry Baslow, and that he’s worth most 
to us when we least appreciate him. 

The other man—neyer mind his name— 
could disappear tomorrow, and it would 
bother me some to think of anybody who 
would care. 


Why Stands This Soldier Here? 


Perhaps you know the story of the 
Russian soldier who stood guard every day 
at a place in the road where no one could 
see anything to be guarded. He was re- 
lieved daily at the appointed hour, and an- 
other took his place. 

One day an inquiring person began to 
probe the mystery, and found out that, 
years before, a princess had been attracted 
by a roadside flower. She asked that it 
might be protected, and the guard was set. 

The flower bloomed and died. The 
princess forgot, grew up, and died. But 
the guard was maintained. No one asked 
why. It was a custom, and so it continued 
through many years. 

I don’t know how true the Russian story 
is; but I know we have several like it 
among our folks. 

We have.a Sunday School teacher who 
has his teachers’ magazine bound in an- 
nual yolumes. To my knowledge he never 
looks into them—it’s all he can do to get 
next Sunday’s lesson out of this month’s 
magazine. But there is the row of volumes 
on his shelves, standing guard, and looking 
really important. 

That seems foolish enough. It isn’t near 
as bad as what an old friend of mine does. 

I think a lot of him, but I’d think more 
if he wasn’t keeping guard over a hasty 
word his father spoke to one of our for- 
mer pastors. 

“You can’t trust those people from over 


Influence; 
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the ridge,’ the old man had said. He’s 
dead long ago, and so are all the people on 
whom he passed his sweeping judgment. 

But his son still feels that there’s some- 
thing important in what his father said. 
I can’t get him to share the pleasure and 
profit I get out of the folks who now live 
“over the ridge.’ He keeps the guard 
standing over a word that should have 
been forgotten the day it was spoken. 

I’ve come to doubt whether half of my 
own prejudices, especially my religious pre- 
judices, bear investigation. They may be 
what the psychologists call “fixations,” but 
they need to be taken apart. 

All this leads up to what I set out to say. 
I’m trying to analyze my religious habits 
one by one. 

What started it? Was it any good to be- 
gin with? Is it any good now? Does it 
help anybody? Does it hurt anybody? 
Can it be brought down to date? 

The old books used to recommend this. 


They called it “self-examination.” They 
urged it as a preparation for private 
prayer. 


Take my word for it, it is a profitable 
spiritual exercise. 


“Most Missionary Money is Wasted” 


It pays to read, now and then. Just last 
week I was reading about India; how 
the big trade of the East India Company 
had been built up, long before India be- 
came part of the British Empire. 

Night before last just one fact that I 
had read was worth to me at least seventy- 
five cents in satisfaction. 

Walter Botham was saying he thought 


REFUGE 


Although the world seems lost in 
gloom 
And everything is wrong; 
Although your house of hope is 
dark, 
The wind has lost its song; 


Although the sun has not its gleam 
And flowers wilted lie; 

If you believe in God, my friend, 
Cheer up, and do not sigh. 


Cheer up and smile your blues away 
And live a life divine, 
And then at last you’ll truly know 
Divinity sublime. 
And then at last your cares will go, 
Kind peace will come your way, 
If only you'll believe in God, 
To Him devoutly pray. 
—Robert Deardorff 
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most missionary money was wasted. He 
gives a little to missions every year, Ill 
admit, but an authority on missions 
he’s a first-class cosmetician. 

“What do you think about it, Justus?” 
another man in the group asked me. 

“Not much,” I said, “Walter hasn’t read 
a book about missions, and probably not a 
magazine article, since before the war. He 
gets his missionary ideas at third-hands, 
probably from some of the salesmen he 
meets. 

“Vll admit some missionary money is 
lost—not that I count it wasted. Some 
lives are lost, too; lives that the world 
would value more if it cared more about 
the people who are really important. 

“ve just read that when the Kast India 
Company was opening up the trade of 
India to the world, two hundred years ago, 
out of every three ships it sent to the 
Orient one was lost on the voyage. 

“Did that stop ’em? They kept it up 
for two hundred years and more. And I 
don’t doubt but some Englishmen who 
thought of the shipwrecks said, ‘Most East 
India Company money is wasted.’ 

“Tt wasn’t, from their point of view. It 
produced an empire, even though the East 
India Company has been dead _ these 
seventy-five years. 

“And missions helped to make it possible, 
as they’ve made possible foreign trade all 
over the world. The missionaries. went 
ahead of the traders. (Not that I think 
their usefulness in this line is anything to 
glory in.) 

“Every great enterprise that is also an 
adventure has tremendous risks. Otherwise 
anybody and everybody would join it, and 
it would be neither enterprise nor adyen- 
ture. 

“The supremest adventure in the. world 
ended—so men thought—in the waste and 
failure of a Cross. Yet not even Bob In- 
gersoll thought that Calvary was a waste.” 

With that I came away;. but yesterday 
three men thanked me for having said 
what I did. 


It’s a Cheap and Selfish Question 


“Tf what I do harms nobody but myself,” 
a young fellow asks me, “why should any- 
body object?” 

It’s an old question, but not hard to an- 
swer. What a man does can harm others 
in ways that he may never suspect. 

Not once in a thousand times is it true 
to say of a man that he “is nobody’s enemy 
but his own.” He can’t be his own enemy 
without damaging the community, for 
when he spoils his own life he is spoiling 
something that does not belong to himself 
alone. 

More than that; when a young chap gets 
to talking as this one does, he’s practically 
certain to narrow down the circle of his 
supposed influence, until he can claim to 
be doing no harm at the very time when 
he’s inflicting seven kinds of hurt upon 
other’s people’s lives. 

The question is seldom asked sincerely; 
it has all sorts of hidden selfishness wrap- 
ped up in it. 

I’ve heard it from every grade of sinner 
—little high school flapper and greasy old 
hobo—and I’ve quit giving anybody who 
asks it the benefit of the doubt. I know 
what’s back of it, and I know how cheap 
and cowardly it can be. 


as 
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Trans-Atlantic Echoes 


London, England.—It is long since the 
Church of England has suffered so heavy 
a loss as it has sustained by the death of 


Dr. Edward Arthur Burroughs, Bishop of 
Ripon. Of recent years several gaps have 
been made in the ranks of prominent 


leaders—Archbishop Davidson and Bishop 
Gore, for instance—but these were men 
who passed away in fullness of years after 
completing their life work. Dr. Bur- 
roughs, however, was only 51. The fact 
that he was the most distinguished class- 
ical scholar on the episcopal bench is the 
least of his claims to remembrance. At 
each stage of his career he made his in- 
fluence helpfully felt. During the World 
War, while he was still an Oxford don, 
a series of letters he contributed to the 
“Times” attracted widespread attention by 
their challenge to the national conscience. 
As Dean of Bristol he made the cathedral 
a centre of spiritual life for the city to a 
degree that it had never been before. 
When appointed Bishop of Ripon he up- 
held, as a preacher, the tradition acquired 
by the see in the days of Bishop Boyd 
Carpenter, and he especially used every 
opportunity to promote the cause ot Chris- 
tian reunion. Many of the warmest trib- 
utes to his memory have come from the 
Free Churches and from the various groups 
of young men who had gained inspiration 
from his attractive personality. Of his 
many outspoken public utterances, the 
most striking was his sermon to the Brit- 
ish Association in 1927, when he suggested 
a ten-year moratorium for science, in order 
that “the lost art of getting together” 
might catch up with the mechanical prog- 
ress. 


Salvation Army—lIt looked at one time 
as though the election of a new General 
of the Salvation Army would be a long- 
drawn-out affair. So much time was occu- 
pied at first by questions of procedure that 
still greater delay was expected in trans- 
acting the important business to which 
these questions were only preliminary. A 
protracted session seemed especially likely 
in view of the necessity of securing a two- 
thirds majority of electors representing 
many different nationalities—“a truly ecu- 
menical body,” as the “Times” justly de- 
scribed them. Comparisons have often 
been made between the organization of 
the Salvation Army and that of the 
Church of Rome, and on this occasion it 
has been noted that its method of electing 
its head curiously resembles the process 
of electing a new Pope. The High Coun- 
eil, like the Conclave of Cardinals, exer- 
cises its function in secret, and then auto- 
matically dissolves. Actually, the final 
choice was made with a speed that must 


BOWLING GREEN ACADEMY 

Christmas greetings and a New Year 
rich in blessings are the season’s best 
wishes from Bowling Green .Academy to 
all of its friends. One more week and we 
close the year’s statement with hopes for 
a rousing good report for late returns. 
Since last announcement we received $5 
from Mrs. Calvin G. Spicher; $5 from “A 
Friend’, Mount Pleasant, Pa.; $5 from 
Jr. C. E. Society, St. Stephen’s Church, 
Perkasie, Pa:, Rev. Howard Obold, pastor; 
$1 from Miss Elizabeth Sehott; and $1 
from Miss Hermina Garies. Total to date, 
$184. Thank you! Please make all checks 
payable to Dr. Paul 8. Leinbach, 1505 
Race St. 


By HERBERT W. HorwILi 


be the envy of an American national party 
convention. The election of Commander 
Evangeline Booth has given general satis- 
faction, both within the Salvation Army 
and outside it. The “Manchester Guard- 
ian” commends the High Council for “the 
progressive spirit which has led it to dis- 
card all historical precedents furnished by 
other religious foundations and to go be- 
yond the frontiers of sex and country in 
its search for the best possible-ruler of an 
international force.’ And the “Daily 
Herald” is struck by the evidence this 
election gives that equality of sex, so 
vital to the Army, has survived the ex- 
tension of its work to the Orient, where 
the idea of equality penetrates slowly. 

Notes and News—The fabric of Salis- 
bury Cathedral is found to be in a very 
delicate state. Work is to be undertaken 
to support the spire... . The £30 prize 
offered by the “Methodist Times” for the 
best story suitable for a religious film has 
not been awarded, as no story submitted 
was judged to be of sufficient merit... . 
Dr. Thomas Barclay completed this month 
his 60th year as a missionary of the Eng- 
lish Presbyterian Church in Formosa. . 
The “Liverpool Post’ has invented the 
word “patriarchaeologist” to describe Sir 
Flinders Petrie,.who, at the age of 81, 
is resuming his excavations in Syria.... 
Prof. G. L. Robinson, of Chicago, took 
part this year in the annual service of 
commemoration held at the grave of F. 
W. Robertson in Brighton cemetery... . 
Crowded congregations have attended spe- 
cial services held at St. Alban’s, Halborn, 
on Monday evening for “the Nobodies who 
remain in London during August.” One 
of the “Nobodies” has sent a thank offer- 
ing of £1,000 to start a seaside home for 
the numerous poor of the parish. . . . Dur- 
ing the summer, a vicar near Liverpool 
has successfully tried the experiment of 
an 8.45 P. M. Sunday service for the 
benefit of people returning, too late for 
Evensong, from a day in the country... . 
In token of sympathy for the American 
people in the Morro Castle disaster, the 
service broadcast the following Sunday by 
Dr. “Dick” Sheppard from St. Martin-in- 
the Fields opened with “Eternal Father, 
Strong to Save,” instead of the hymn 
previously advertised. 

Obiter Dicta—Dr, Archibald Fleming 
emphasizes what he calls “the lovely para- 
dox” that the only care-free life is the 
life that is full of ecare—care for God, 
eare for ideals, care for high moral pur- 
poses, care for our fellows. . It would 
be an unwarrantable limitation of God’s 
gracious leading, remarks the “Methodist 
Recorder,” to confine it to times of con- 
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scious intervention. It would be truer to 
hold that there is no period or place in 
which the Christian pilgrim and warrior 
is unattended by his Greatheart. « Ac- 
cording to Dean Alkington, the true dif- 
ference between the Pharisees and the 
Publican lies in the fact that the one took 
his views from the society in which he 


lived, while the other acknowledged God | 


as the only arbiter of right and wrong... . 
I am concerned about the reconciliation 
of the Churches, says the Rev. Hugh Mar- 
tin, because I believe that the Church of 
Christ holds the key to the door of a bet- 
ter world. But a divided Church cannot 
open that door... . Sir Francis Young- 
husband declares that atheism is the 
product of the town, not of the country. 
He has lived with country people in many 
lands, and everywhere they have had the 
sense of a mighty Power at work about 
them and a Power for good. 


New Books in England—‘“Jesus Christ 
and Primitive Need” (Epworth Press), by 
the Rev. C. P. Groves, relates the Chris- 
tian message to the needs of the less de- 
veloped people. . .. The Hulsean Lectures 
for 1933-34 were delivered by H. G. Wood, 
the first member of the Society of Friends 
and the first layman to lecture on this 
foundation. They are now published un- 
der the title “Christianity and the Nature 
of History” (Cambridge Press). ... “The 
Social Triumph of the Ancient Church” 
(Allen), by Prof. Shirley Jackson Case, 
tells clearly and successfully the story of 


the transformation of Christianity from — 


an obscure Jewish sect to a dominant 
faith. ... Dr. J. M. Creed, Professor of 
Divinity at Cambridge, has collaborated 
with the Rev. J. S. Boys Smith in a vol- 
ume on “Religious Thought in the 18th 
Century Illustrated from Writers of the 
Period” (Cambridge Press)... . “The 
Kingdom of Solomon” (Williams) is a 
study of the sociology of early Palestine 
by Prof. John Garstang. . . . “Convictions” 
(S. C. M.), edited by Canon Leonard 
Hodgson, is a selection from the responses 
of the Churches to the report of the World 
Conference on Faith and Order. .. . 
“Christ Triumphant” (Allen) has for its 
sub-title “An Anthology of Great Chris- 
tion Experiences”. . . . “Westminster Ab- 
bey” (Chatto) is a history and guide in 
one, written by A. L. N. Russell, the 
architect to Westminster School. ... J. D,. 
Beresford, the novelist, has related some 
of his own experiences in “The Case for 
Faith Healing” (Allen). . In “Oil and 
Wine” (Chapman) Philip Tnman, the Man- 
ager Governor of Charing Cross Hospital, 
writes of the working of such inst 
from intimate knowledge. 


If you haven’t sent in your order for 
1935 Year Books, do not delay another day. 

Our old friend, B. F. Arnold, of Free- 
burg, Pa., reports that he is 93 years old. 
He has always enjoyed reading the “Mes- 
senger”, but we are sorry to learn that 
his eyesight is now too poor to do any 
reading, 

Don’t fail to note the anniversary an- 
nouncement in the Christian Endeavor col- 
umn in this issue. To the New Year greet- 
ing therein expressed, we are sure thou- 
sands of our grateful readers will join in 
saying: “The same to you, Dr. Schaeffer!” 


A member of Fourth Church, Harris- 
burg, Pa., sent “Merry Christmas” to the 


Board of Foreign Missions and to the 
Board of Home Missions in the form of a 


payment of #50 to each Board through the — 
Treasurer of the Classis of Lancaster, Rev. 
Harry E. Shepardson, and signed —- 
sionary Interested.” : 


We value very highly the gracious lette 
from Mrs. F. R. Neighbours, of Fred 
Md., expressing her ap oe Ma 
paper. Her late husband, Mr. N 
beeame a subseriber at least Pk 
tury ago, and ever since the fam 
been among our most cherished rie 


Our old friend, Rev. Calvin 
of Salisbury, N. C., who is 81 
continues his interest in historical 
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“O GOD, OUR HELP IN AGES PAST” 
(Memory Hymn for January) 


O God, our Help in ages past, 
Our Hope for years to come, 

Our Shelter from the stormy blast, 
And our Eternal Home. 


Before the hills in order stood, 
Orearth received her frame, 
From everlasting Thou art God, 
To endless years the same. 


A thousand ages in Thy sight 
Are like an evening gone; 

Short as the watch that ends the night 
Before the rising sun. 


Time, like an ever-rolling stream, 
Bears all its sons away; 

They fly forgotten, as a dream 
Dies at the opening day. 


O God, our Help in ages past, 
Our Hope for years to come, . 

Be Thou our Guard while life shall last, 
And our eternal Home. 


—Isaac Watts, 1719 
—wWilliam Croft, 1708 


a 


He is official Historian for Bladen County. 
Several months ago the State Superin- 
tendent of Public Instruction asked Mr. 
Heller to act on a committee to revise 
the history school books of the State, as 
he is regarded as an outstanding author- 
ity on local history and genealogy. 


.A word to the wise is sufficient. If you 
have not ordered your Year Books for 
1935, please attend to-it at once. 


Rev. J. Keller Brantley, formerly of 
Lancaster, Pa., began his pastorate of 
Beam Charge, Pittsburgh Synod, Dee. 1, 
and was ordained and installed on Dec. 19. 
His wife, formerly Margaret Keenen, of 
Lancaster, to whom he was married Aug. 
18, 1934, will assist him in his duties. 


Receipts for “Dollar Day for our Home 
Missionaries” to Dec. 17 amounted to $11,- 
705.28. A distribution of this money was 
made last week to the missionaries. A 
missionary sharing in this distribution 
writes: “What a godsend your cheery 
Christmas letter has been. And the check 
was a ray of light in the former gloom. 
It will certainly be the means of spread- 
ing Christmas cheer in our family. ‘Wenn 
die Noth am groessten, ist Gottes Hilfe 
am naechsten’,” 


Another missionary writes: “Just figured 
out my average monthly income from the 
congregation and the Board. It amounts 
to $27.79 during the last 11 months. 
Mother and I managed to get along with 
a little extra sacrificial giving to the 
Board besides. I urged my people not sim- 
ply give to God from your surplus but re- 
duce your needs and help those who are 
in need. So I am enclosing you today a 
money order for $10 from the ————— 
Church towards the Dollar Day fund, 
which with the $15 already sent you gives 
us a total of $25.” 


The wife of our friend, Rev. John Som- 
merlatte, of Cleveland, O., with two women 
companions, was “held up” at the point of 
a gun and “abducted” by two bandits last 
week, near the Sommerlatte home, and 
were taken in the Sommerlatte car miles 
away from home, where they were robbed 
of the car and their money. They walked 
in the snow until they reached a phone 
and secured a taxi to take them home. 
Both gangsters were caught by the police 
at 3 A. M., and the auto was slightly dam- 
aged. ; 


Rey. Shuford Peeler, General Secretary 
of the North Carolina S, S. Association, 
sends a ringing call to all S. 8S. workers in 
the 100 counties of that great State to 
assemble in annual convention Jan. 21 to 
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23 in the First Presbyterian Church of 
Greensbuoro, N. C. The convention theme 
is “Fellowship with Christ”. Among the 
outstanding speakers are Drs. Robert M. 
Hopkins, Harry C. Munro, Charles L. 
Goodell, J. W. Elliott, and M. H. Fischer, 
Rev. M. C. Miller, Miss Elizabeth Shields, 
and Prof. H. Augustine Smith, in addition 
to many of the religious leaders of North 
Carolina. 


The funeral of Rev. Dr. Edward Her- 
bruck, who passed away at the home of 
his daughter in Cleveland, Ohio, on Dee. 
8, was conducted from Central Church, 
Dayton, Ohio, on the afternoon of Mon- 
day, Dec. 10. Rev. B. M. Herbster, Presi- 
dent of the Southwest Ohio Classis, read 
the Scripture; Dr. George Stibitz offered 
prayer; Dr. A. S. Zerbe read the Obitu- 
ary; short addresses were made by Drs. 
H. J. Christman and W. W. Rowe; Prayer 
and Benediction by Dr. L. W. Stolte. In- 
terment was in Woodland Cemetery, in 
charge of Dr, Rowe, with benediction by 
Dr. Stibitz. 


In St. Peter’s Church, Zelienople, Pa., 
Dy. J. H. String, pastor, the W. M. S. 
had as their guests at the December meet- 
ing in the Church, the Woman’s Union of 
St. John’s Evangelical Church. It was a 
happy occasion and helped much to realize 
the union into which our denominations 
have entered. A large group of young 
people were guests of the young people of 
Grace Chureh, Harmony, Rev. Milton May, 
pastor. Rev. Sarkis Papajian, of Kittan- 
ning, the instructor in recreation at the 
Shadyside Summer Conference, put them 
all through an evening of the happiest 
games and trained them to be efficient in 
the same in their own Church social activ- 
ities. 

One of the most valuable books that 
can be imagined for the busy pastor is 
the “Minister’s Annual” for 1935, by Jo- 
seph M. Ramsey (“The Minister’s An- 
nual’, Volume 7, 576 pages, $2, Revell, 
New York). About 140 of the leading 
preachers of the country have contributed 
original material for this remarkable vol- 


ume, which is arranged for the 52 weeks. 


in the calendar year, and contains many 
original sermons, suggestions for services, 
including Psalms, hymns, offertory sent- 
ences and prayers and anthems for choir 
and organ. There are also sermons for 
special days, for children and young peo- 
ple; the S. S. lesson discussions, and nu- 
merous illustrations. It is a _ practical 
library in a single volume. 


At the fall meeting of the West Sus- 
quehanna Classis a petition was received 
from St. John’s congregation, White Deer 
Charge, asking that the congregation be 
disbanded. It numbered only 13 persons, 


THE SWANDER AND THE McCAULEY 
LECTURES JAN. 2-23, 1935 


Professor Douglas Clyde Macintosh, of 
Yale Divinity School, will deliver the 
Swander lectures, the first on Monday 
evening, Jan. 21, three on Tuesday the 
22nd, and the last on Wednesday, the 23rd. 
The subject of his lectures is, “Religion 
Today and Tomorrow”. The headings of 
the several lectures are: I. The Religious 
Situation; II. From Absolutism to Human- 
ism; III. The Theology of the Christian 
Consciousness; IV. Religious Realism; V. 
Hopes for the Future, or How to Defeat 
the Pessimists. 

The McCauley Lectures will be deliv- 
ered by the Rey. William F. Kosman, D.D., 
of Allentown, Pa. Both lectures will be 
on Tuesday the 22nd. The subjects of 
his lectures are: “The Preacher as Inter- 
preter” and “The Preacher as Non-Con- 
formist”. 

This is the time of home-coming for the 
alumni. The date of the lectures is earlier 
than usual so as to precede the winter 
meetings of the Classes. 


George W. Richards, President 
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YOU HAVE RECEIVED 


a communication during the 
past week indicating the 
amount due on your unpaid 
subscription. To share in mak- 
ing as good a showing as pos- 
sible for the MESSENGER at 
the close of the fiscal year, 
your remittance must reach us 


before December 31. 


From past experiences, we 
know that these few words are 
all that will be necessary to 
bring us your hearty co-opera- 
tion. 

So, a cheery “Thank You” in 
advance. 


and had no prospect for growth. The peti- 
tion was granted and the proper disposi- 
tion of the building and contents was re- 
ferred to the Board of Trustees of the 
Classis. The Board has sold the building 
to the owner of the property next door, 
who will convert the building into resi- 
denees. All the other property has also 
been disposed of, except the pulpit furni- 
ture. This consists of altar, pulpit, reading 
desk, and two chairs, “mission” style. 
Color light brown, oak finish, in excellent 
condition, All will be sold for a nominal 
sum to any Church that can use the furni- 
ture. Write to Rev. H. H. Rupp, Lewis- 
burg, Pa., chairman of the Board. 


Grace Church, Jeannette, Pa., Rev. 
Ralph 8. Weiler, pastor, observed Church 
Paper Day and added 8 new subscribers, 
bringing the total to 40 “Messengers” go- 
ing into the homes each week. Dr. Boyd 
Edwards, Headmaster of Mercersburg 
Academy, brought a forceful message to a 
large congregation Nov. 11, at the annual 
Father and Son service. Dr. A. V. Cassel- 
man presented the cause of Foreign Mis- 
sions in a telling way at the Thank Offer- 
ing service on Noy. 25. Grace Church has 
subscribed $500 to the Foreign Mission 
debt. The average attendance for 11 
months of 1934 is: Morning, 295; evening, 
240. The present membership is 747. Grace 
Church had an “Every Member Enroll- 
ment” Dee. 2; 400 pledges were placed 
in the “Chest of Joash”; the enrollment 
was completed Dee. 9. 75% of the Class- 
ical Apportionment has been paid. 


During Rev. I. S. Ditzler’s pastorate of 
the White Deer Charge, he served the 
Mazeppa congregation and the Alvira con- 
gregation as “supply points”. Recently, 
however, the Mazeppa congregation voted 
to petition West Susquehanna Classis to 
make them an integral part of the White 
Deer Charge. The Classis will meet on 
Dee. 27 to take action on this petition. As 
Classis has been desiring this very thing 
for a number of years, there is no doubt 
that Classis will grant the petition. Ma- 
zeppa congregation was a part of the 
White Deer Charge more than 30 years 
ago, but differences arose as the result of 
the sale of a parsonage. Now, after the 
lapse of that period, and with a younger 
generation at the helm, the differences are 
healed, and the re-union about to take 
place. As it is difficult for the pastor of 
the White Deer Charge to serve the AlI- 
vira congregation, the latter, at a meeting 
held recently, decided to request Classis 
to appoint as their supply pastor Rev. Mr. 
Young, of Watsontown, and pastor of a 
neighboring Baptist Church. Since Rev. 
Mr. Ditzler’s death, Bro. Young has sup- 
plied them several times, and has obtain- 
ed the respect and confidence of the entire 
congregation. He expects, if the request 
for his appointment as “supply pastor” is 
granted, to proceed along the lines of 
“the larger parish” plan. The Executive 
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Committee of the Classis will recommend 
that the request be granted. Thus two 
difficult problems in West Susquehanna 
Classis will be solved. 

The Evangelical and Reformed Minis- 
terial Association of Louisville, Ky., and 
vicinity, composed of 20 ministers, at its 
meeting, Dee. 11, eleeted Rev. John W. 
Myers, pastor of the Milton Ave. Church, 


President for the year 1935. Dr. Chas. E. 
Schaeffer, of the Home Mission Board, ad- 
dressed the Association at the December 
meeting. 


Resolutions were adopted by the Con- 
sistory of St. Paul Church, Waynesboro, 
Pa., Victor H. Jones, President, and W. 
R. Reachard, Secretary, in recognition of 
one of its beloved elders, Charles E. 
Besore, who recently passed away. Mr. 
Besore was identified with St. Paul al- 
most from the day of its organization 
and a deep sense of loss was expressed in 
this minute of the high service rendered 
by Mr. Besore. 


The largest class in many years was 
confirmed in St. Paul’s Church, Verdilla, 
Pa., of the Freeburg Charge, Rev. Louis 
M. King, pastor, when 14 young people 
joined the Church Dee. 2, from a member- 
ship of 55. The young people are an active 
group. Through their efforts a Christian 
and an American flag were donated to the 
Church and the exterior of the building 
painted. Rev. Mr. King reports better 
attendance throughout the charge, averag- 
ing as high as 30 and 40 per cent in sev- 
eral Churches over last year’s attendance. 
At the Fall Communion, every member 
communed in one of the congregations. 


The Men’s League of St. Paul’s Church, 
Milltown, N. J., Rev. Russell D. Custer, 
pastor, sponsored a Father and Son Ban- 
quet on Nov. 15, attended by 232 men and 
boys, which was marked by an inspira- 
tional program of song and talks. The 
principal address was made by Prof. Ralph 
Felton, of Drew University, Madison, N. J. 
The Ladies’ Aid served an appetizing 
meal. A Church Loyalty Crusade was ecar- 
ried out during November with encourag- 
ing results. Church interest has been 
quickened and attendance of 315 and 219 
for morning and evening, respectively, 
showed a substantial increase over the 
same period last year. 


The 2nd term of the Hegins, Pa., Stand- 
ard Leadership School, Rev. Herman J. 
Naftzinger, Dean, ended Nov. 21, with 
Commencement exercises in Friedens 
Church, Hegins, when credit  certifi- 
cates were awarded to 84 persons out of 
an enrollment of 87. This has been one 
of the most encouraging and promising 
enterprises yet undertaken by the Churches 
of the community. The Kingdom Roll Call 
was made in the Deep Creek Charge, serv- 
ed by Rev. Mr. Naftzinger, with promis- 
ing results. This charge will have an un- 
usually fine Christmas season with page- 
ants, plays and all sorts of Christmas pro- 
grams in the planning. Friedens Church 
will again have a dawn service at 6 A. M. 
on Christmas Day. 


Under the sponsorship of the Church- 
men’s League of Faith Church, Baltimore, 
Md., Rev. F. A. Rosenberger, pastor, a 
Father and Son Banquet was held re- 
cently; 65 men and boys sat down to a 
splendid turkey dinner prepared by the 
ladies. Entertainment included vocal se- 
lections by Rev. John R. Hedeman, of St. 
Mark’s, Baltimore, and a sleight-of-hand 
artist. The main address was made by 
Rev. James Oosterling, Supt. of the Luth- 
eran Inner Mission Society. Rev. Dr. A. 
S. Weber made fitting remarks. The toast- 
master was the League President, Mr. 
Walter Seifert, and the chairman of the 
committee on arrangements was Mr. Fred 
C. Schlingman. Faith Church made a sub- 
stantial contribution to the Board of 
Home Missiens in response to the Dollar 
Day appeal. The Kingdom Roll Call of 
the entire congregation was made on Dec. 
9 by teams of 2 each. 


The Missionary organizations of St. 
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David’s and St. Paul’s, of the West Man- 
heim Charge, Hanover, Pa., Dr. E. M. 
Sando, pastor, were well represented at 
the Workers’ Conference of the Gettysburg 
Classical Society held at Christ Church, 
near Littlestown, Nov. 1. St. Paul’s W. 
M. S. held its annual Thank Offering ser- 
vice No. 18, in the evening; the pastor 
gave the illustrated lecture, “The Book 
Goes Forth’; choir and S. S. orchestra 
rendered special music, and several groups 
of children took part. St. David’s W. M. 
S., G. M. G. and Mission Band held their 
Thank Offering service Dee. 9, with pro- 
gram under direction of Mrs. R. O. Myers, 
Secretary of Thank Offering of the local 
W. M. S.; the Mission Band presented ex- 
ercises, the G. M. G. a playlet and the W. 
M. 8. a play; attendance large; offering 
$91. Offering at St. Paul’s, $25. 

So numerous have been the orders for 
the 1935 Year Books—first joint publica- 
tion of the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church—that the supply is now running 
low. Surely you want your people to share 
in this historic document. It will be great- 
ly prized in future years. 


Fountain City, Wis., Rev. R. A. Most, 
pastor. On Oct. 7 the two congregations 
comprising this charge celebrated their 
annual mission festival. The Rey. Calvin 
Schmid, Garner, Iowa, was the guest 
speaker. The morning service was in the 
city Church, and included a harvest festi- 
val celebration. In the afternoon ser- 
vices were held in Eagle Valley, where 
Rev. Schmid stressed the home mission 
work of our Church, and the Rev. Walter 
Stucky spoke in behalf of the dollar-day 
plan of the Board. The evening service 
was again held in Fountain City, and 
Rev. E.. R. Vornholt spoke to the assem- 
blage, after a splendid Rally Day pro- 
gram had been rendered by the pupils of 
the Church School. The Revs. Schmid and 
Stuckey again addressed the congregation, 
and the meeting closed with the singing 
of a benediction by the four pastors pres- 
ent. The day’s offerings totaled $110, to 
which was later added a bequest from the 
estate of Mrs. Anna Kirchner, an 88-year- 
old member of the congregation who re- 
cently was called to her eternal reward. 


The Nativity story, “The Coming of the 
Prince of Peace”, arranged by Wm. Sloane 
Coffin and Dr. and Mrs. Clarence Dickin- 
son, will be rendered Christmas evening 
by the S. 8. and congregation of St. Paul’s 
Church, Woodstock, Va., Rev. John B. 
Frantz, pastor. A half hour organ recital 
and carol singing, under direction of Major 
Guy Benchoff, minister of music, will pre- 
cede the service. There will be a dawn 
service at 6 A. M. on Christmas Day, when 
the Harbaugh service will be used and new 
vestments of the choir and new altar 
cloths provided by the Kola Class of the 
S. S. will be used for the first time. S. S. 
and congregation will worship together 
Dec. 23, when program by younger pupils, 
culminating in a White Gift service, will 
be held. Following a tradition, books will 
be presented to younger pupils as gifts 
from the 8. S. At 4 P. M. a vesper ser- 
vice will be held. At the monthly musical 
service, Dec. 30, a Christmas carol pro- 
gram will be rendered by 3 choirs and 
congregation. 


St. John’s Church, Lewisburg, Pa., Dr. 
H. H. Rupp, pastor, started the Kingdom 
Roll Call with a “Joash service” on Nov. 
25. Instead of a chest, a small model of 
the Church building used in gathering 
funds when the present Church building 
was erected 32 years ago was used for 
the gathering of the cards when the con- 
gregation had its “grand march” past the 
altar. Bible Sunday observed Dee. 9; 
among the Bibles of various languages 
and versions was a copy of Luther’s Ger- 
man Bible printed in 1829, presented to 
Dr. Rupp by a member of Grace Church, 
Easton, when he was pastor there; also the 
large pulpit Bible used by Dr. Henry Har- 
baugh and his suecessors in the former 
Church building, 1846-1902. On Dee. 2, 
the W. M.S. held its Thank Offering ser- 
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THE REV. MAXIMILIAN F. 
DUMSTREY 


On Dee. 15, the Rev. Max Dum- 
strey, of St. Luke’s Church, Phila., 
entered into the heavenly rest. The 


funeral was held Tuesday, Dec. 18, 
at the Church, with interment im 


West Laurel Hill Cemetery. The 
aecount of his life and labors will 
be given later. 


vice; the play “The Light in the Win- 
dow” was impressively rendered, The con- 
sistory has decided to recommend the elee- 
tion of 8 women as deacons, thereby 
doubling the number of deacons. The W. 
M. S. and Ladies’ Aid Society will each 
nominate 4 ladies who will be eleeted at 
the congregational meeting on Jan. 7. Dr. 
Rupp preached the Union Thanksgiving 
sermon in the Methodist Church the even- 
ing before’ Thanksgiving Day, his subjeet 
being “Thanksgiving in Depression”. 


Nov. 25 was a day long to be remem- 
bered in St. John’s Church, Johnstown, 
Pa., Dr. J. H. Mickley, pastor. The con- 
gregation and S. S. held their Loyalty 
and Rally Day, with more present than 
on any day in the history of the Church. 
There were 2 services at 10 A. M.; the 
Primary Dept. having a separate service. 
Members had been contacted by an active 
committee of laymen under direction of 
Deacon Heslop in the interest of attend- 
ance and raising the full Apportionment. 
The Committee asked for $1,500. Dr. 
John B. Noss of F. and M. College, was 
guest preacher for the day. At the close 
of the sermon the offering was received. af 
The old Altar salvaged from the flood of ~ 
1889 had been placed within the chancel 
and Chairman Heslop, believing in Serip- 
tural saying, “A little child shall lead 
them”, had Miss H. Smith, superinten- 
dent of the Nursery Dept., with Patricia 
Metzgar in her arms, place her offering 
on the altar. The Primary Dept. fol- 
lowed and the classes of School and con- 
gregation. The offerings were tabulated 
on a large thermometer and in 20 min- 
utes $1,276 was received. This was in- = 
creased at the evening service to $1.381. ~ 
The S. S. provided the balance. In view él 
of reorganized or liquidating banking 
institutions and the mills operating on a 
25% basis, this offering is the more re 
markable. The W. M.S. held their Thank- = 
Offering Dec. 2, with fine program and 4 
offering of $53. a 


The 10th anniversary of the pastorate J 
of Rev. Hobart D. MeKechan, of the Ab- 
bey Church, Huntingdon, Pa., was beauti- pt 
fully and significantly celebrated on Dee. y 
6, when a testimonal dinner was served , 
in his honor in the Assembly Hall of the 
Chureh School building. Approximately 
200 were present, including Jewish a 
Roman Catholic. Mr. John R. Bell, Head 
of the Arts and Crafts Dept. of the Penn- 
sylvania Industrial School, was toast- 
master. Mrs. MeKeehan and Mr. MeKee- _ 
han’s mother, Mrs. L. Scott MeKeehan, of :* 
Newport, Pa., were guests of honor. The — 
speakers were Mr. J. B. Kunz, Gen. Supt. 
of Abbey S. 8.; Dr. I. Harvey Brumbaugh, | 
who spoke of Mr. McKeehan’s contribu-— 
tion to the religious and cultural life 
Juniata College; Hon. Thos. F. Baile 
President Judge of Huntingdon court 
Hon. Jos. F. Biddle, of the “Hunting 
Daily News”; Mrs. C. FP. Zimmerman, 
of the Pennsylvania Bankers’ Association 
Jos. G. Darlington, boyhood friend of | 
MecKeehan; Dr. Wm. T. Hunt, Pre 
of the Huntingdon Medical Society, 
Warren M. Henderson, Esq., who spe 
behalf of the Abbey Church 
Many felicitous messages were re 
the minister and the entire ban 
sembly stood as he rose to ma 
sponse. Abbey Church now 
municant members; it has lon 
the esteém of the city and - 
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influence in the life of Central Pennsyl- 
vania. The dinner music was furnished 
by a group of instrumentalists headed by 
Prof. Richard Neubert, Musical Supervisor 
in the City Sehools. 

Rev. H. E. Shepardson sends us the fol- 
lowing news item: “Swamp Church, Blains- 
port, Lancaster Co., Pa., Rev. Martin W. 
Schweitzer, Ph.D., pastor, fittingly cele- 
brated its 185th anniversary with all-day 
services Oct. 21. An item of especial inter- 
est to all Churchmen is that during the 
past 63 years, the congregation was served 
by father and son as it pastors: the father, 
Stephen Schweitzer, 1871-1914; the son, 
Martin Schweitzer, since 1914. It is to 
the everlasting honor of both pastor and 
congregation that the congregation wor- 
ships in so stately an appointment. The 
well-kept farms of Lancaster Co. have be- 
come proverbial. At Swamp they have re- 
enacted this worthy ideal in their House 
of Worship. Their edifice (Colonial in 
every detail) examplifies the desires and 
wishes of the early Church fathers. Here 
sentiment is writ large. The first preach- 
ing point was established at the home of 
Michael Amweg in 1749 (a tablet has been 
placed in the Church to perpetuate his 
memory). On May 22, 1755, William Penn 
deeded a tract of land named ‘Swamp 
Church Ground’, A monument has been 
erected to the sainted memory of the first 
pastor, Rev. John Waldschmidt. At the 
10 A. M. service the historical address 
was delivered by Prof. Wm. J. Hinke, of 
the Auburn Theological Seminary. At 2 
P. M. the address was delivered by Prof. 
H. M. J. Klein, of F. and M. College. 
Greetings were presented by the officers 
of Classis and members of the Lancaster 
Co. Historical Society. The evening ser- 
vice afforded an opportunity to present 
the facts, plans, and ideals of the new de- 
nomination. All services largely attended.” 

The Junior, S. 8. and Chureh choirs of 
the Myerstown, Pa., Church, Rev. David 
Lockart, pastor, have had a busy season. 
In addition to an evening service lof 
music in the Church during October, they 
sang at a Sunday afternoon service at 
Bethany Orphans’ Home, when the pastor 
preached; they presented 3 choral num- 
bers on the program of the Community 
Sunday afternoon service in Hershey, 
when Dr. C. C. Ellis, President of Juniata 
College, delivered the address, and the 
pastor conducted the devotional service, 
Dee. 16. The Junior choir will present the 
eantata, “The Child Jesus”, by Mary Houts 
Flagg, Dec. 23, in the evening. Mrs. 
David Lockart directs the Junior choir, 
Mrs. H. M. Schoener, the S. S. choir, and 
Mrs. Wm. H. Heckman, the Church and 
combined choirs. This congregation has 
suffered the loss of attendance and ser- 
vice of Mrs. J. Lewis Fluck, who recently 
suffered serious injury by a fall down a 
flight of steps. Mr. Wm. M. Olwine, for 
many years the financial secretary of the 
congregation, suffered a stroke in Novem- 
ber, and his illness is a great handicap, 
for he always attended to final settlements, 
the supervision of the distribution of en- 
velopes and the publication of the annual 
statement. He is also secretary of the 
S. S. and Supt. of the Beginners, Primary 
and Junior Depts. A year ago the pastor 
requested each attendant on a certain 
Sunday to bring a bar or more of soap 
for Bethany Orphans’ Home and 1,189 
bars were brought; this year a similar re- 
quest for rice was made and almost 800 
lbs. were brought, 


A LETTER FROM MIYAGI COLLEGE, 
SENDAI, JAPAN 


Nov. 13, 1934 


- Dear Friends: 


Anyone who thinks of Japan as a slow- 
moving Oriental country should have to 
live through a fall term at Miyagi Col- 
lege, with its numerous extra events. For 
Miss Lindsey and me, they began with a 
series of “weleomes”’—teas and dinners— 
from numerous college groups and organ- 
izations. For the school, in general, they 
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“NATURE’S GARDEN AND MINE” 


In my garden the flowers, 
Though common and few, 
Need many bountiful showers 
To make them smile and renew 
Their pledge of fragrant beauty; 
But here in turning o’er the sod 
I learn to know, oft through the call 
of duty, 
The touch of earth and the breath 
of God. 


My garden thus brings to me 
That other, far above the realm of 
trees— 
The flowers among the rocks must 
strive to be 
Kissed by the sun,—dwarfed by 
an Alpine breeze 
In conspiring with the glacier be- 
low. 
In this garden.is revealed to man 
All that he ever needs to know 
Concerning God’s all-gracious, in- 
finite plan. 
—A. Ruth Gise 


began with Founders’ Day, memorable this 
year for the presence of Mrs. Katherine 
Poorbaugh Edmonds and her daughter 
Elizabeth, niece and grand-niece of the 
founder, Miss Lizzie Poorbaugh. “If only 
Aunt Lizzie could have seen what her 
school has grown into!” was Mrs. Ed- 
monds’ repeated exclamation. 

Japanese girls are going in for athletics 
more every year. No longer must the 
American teachers push and prod unwill- 
ing students into “gymnastics”. A fall 
that broke all Japan’s records for rain 
failed to keep the girls from practice for 
the two field days. The first was an all- 
day affair on the campus, with school 
events during the morning, witnessed by 
a large crowd of parents, little brothers 
and sisters, and alumnae; and an athletic 
contest for public grade school girls in the 
afternoon, when teachers and contestants 
from 13 schools were guests of the Miyagi 
College Student Activities Association. 

The second was a union field day for all 
girls’ high schools in Sendai, public and 
private held at the Yagiyama Stadium, 
on a hilltop two or three miles from the 
city, overlooking the Miyagi Plain and the 
ocean. Everyone walked, of course, carry- 
ing lunch. Each school gave one number, 
folk dances predominating. A school prin- 
cipal with whom I talked in the reviewing 
stand estimated the number of school girls 
present at 10,000. The whole group did 
exercises together at the beginning and 
the end of the program. 

Japanese have become passionately fond 
of and are making great strides in West- 
ern music. Miyagi College still leads 
North Japan, but we are far from having 
no competition, which adds interest. The 
musie department has made three appear- 
ances outside the school this fall. First 
was a broadeast by Misses Yokoyama and 
Matsuo, young graduates on the faculty, 
who gave a program of songs ranging from 
operatic arias to Japanese folk songs, and 
two piano numbers, a Debussy Arabesque 
and a Brahms Scherzo. Next a post-gradu- 
ate student played a MacDowell group at 
the lecture meeting at the public hall, or- 
ganized by the city of Sendai for the pro- 
motion of gymnastics and music. Next 
came the union concert of all girls’ schools 
in Sendai, also at the public hall, under 
the auspices of a newspaper. Since Miyagi 
has the only conservatory of music in 
North Japan, much is expected of us. The 
College chorus, a talented young pianist 
from the high school, and two conserva- 
tory students who gave a two-piano num- 
ber from memory, maintained our reputa- 
tion this time. ; 

Dismayed but not entirely discouraged 
by the failure to put up the Chapel-Audi- 
torium after they had raised their full 
share of the funds, the faculty, students, 


and alumnae are working again, this time 
on an endowment fund in honor of our ap- 
proaching 50th anniversary. Japanese girls 
and women have very little power over 
money, but many are making regular con- 
tributions to this fund. One Saturday 
last month—almost as if by a miracle, a 
Saturday without rain—we had an all- 
day bazaar on the campus in aid of this 
fund. Church people do not need to be 
told that bazaars mean much work. This 
one was chiefly “eats”. At a larger one, in 
the spring, there will be all kinds of faney 
articles for sale. 

Because of the great drift to Tokyo, the 
Tokyo branch of our Alumnae Association 
is fully as large as the Sendai organiza- 
tion. Miss Lindsey and I spent one week- 
end in Tokyo as guests at their semi-an- 
nual meeting. It lasted from 10 A. M. 
until 5 P. M., and a smaller group gave 
a Japanese dinner in the evening. It was 
a fine group of women, some teachers, 
some business and professional women, 
but mostly a high type of Christian wives 
and mothers—the best proof of the success 
of Miyagi College. Between meetings we 
appeared at a recital and party at the 
home of one of my earliest pupils, who is 
not only a good wife, mother, and home 
manager, but an unusually successful 
teacher of piano to children. It was most 
interesting to see the 70 or more mothers 
and daughters who filled her rooms, and 
to hear the girls play. 

You have received programs of our last 
event, the great public one of the year, 
the Literary Anniversary. Practice for 
this begins the first of the term or before. 
Because we have no proper auditorium, the 
program has to be given twice. The small 
chapel is always packed, and even so, 
many friends of the school cannot be in- 
vited. The plays, especially the English 
plays, are the great attraction, but every 
number must always be the best possible. 
The whole program this year was a great 
success. Our young American teachers, 
Miss Smith and Miss Garman, who coached 
the plays, and Miss Hoffman, who man- 
aged the artistic costumes, gave unspar- 
ingly of their time and efforts. It is no 
small task to coach a play in a language 
foreign to the players, who must be taught 
the pronunciation and intonation of nearly 
every word, and drilled on them endlessly. 

All these events are history now, and 
the field is clear, from now until Christ- 
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mas, for the greatest task of all—the spe- 
cial evangelistic meetings and the daily 
effort to strengthen the faith of the Chris- 
tians and to present the claims of Christ 
and the Christian life to those who have 
not yet accepted them. 


Early in the term, as usual, the Y. W. 
C. A. officers and the School Board of 
Managers invited the best speaker we 
knew of—Mrs. Tamaki Uemura, a gradu- 
ate of Edinburgh University, and an or- 
dained minister. Yesterday, the Y. W. 
C. A. officers and sponsors, the deans and 
the class teachers met for prayer and plan- 
ning. Much care went into the planning, 
and very earnest prayers were offered by 
students and teachers alike. The Y. W. 


Cc. A. Week of Prayer began yesterday, 
and by their desire we are having a prayer 
meeting daily, from 7.45 to 8.15 A. M., 
before chapel for 7 days. Mrs. Uemura 
will be with us for two days, during which 
she will address two union meetings and 
six groups—college, college seniors; high 
school first, second and third years; high 
school fourth and fifth years and college 
preparatory; college “inquirers”, and high 
school “inquirers’. After the meetings 
are over, we shall have special classes for 
“inquirers” until Christmas, the favorite 
time in Japan for baptism. 

Will you not pray for the success of 
this work, as you go about your own pre- 
parations for Christmas? Japan needs the 
life of Christ as never before. Pray that 
we in Miyagi College, Christian teachers 
and students alike, may each live that life 
and bring it to our students and friends, 
that we may do our share in establishing 
the Kingdom of God in Japan. 

Sincerely yours, 
—Kate I. Hansen 


DRUNKEN DRIVING 


The problem of drunken driving never 
will be solved by police and traffic officials 
alone. We all must wake up. All who 
use the roads are in danger, especially at 
night. 

There is no need of arousing public sen- 
timent against drunken driving. It al- 
ready exists. There is no need of urging 
police to be vigilant. They are alive to 
the danger. The weak spot in our scheme 
of things is among the friends and ac- 
quaintances of drunken drivers, and in our 
definition of what constitutes drunken 
driving. 

We usually consider a man who has been 
drinking guilty of drunken driving when 
he smashes a car or kills somebody. The 
fact is that he is guilty when he climbs 
into a car and takes the wheel. Hosts 
and hostesses, restaurant proprietors, and 
fellow passengers in the car, must be en- 
listed to keep men from driving who are 
wholly or partly intoxicated. 

Lately, at a hotel in the Berkshires, we 
saw a class dinner of a fashionable boys’ 
preparatory school, where some exquisitely 
gowned girls were guests of honor. On 
arrival all seemed interested in cocktails, 
and nothing else. It is doubtful whether 
some of the drivers realized what the 
courses were that came and went, or 
whether they had any food. The cocktail- 
mixer was the one person who counted. 
When they left, all were to a greater or 
lesser degree under the influence of liquor, 
and two or three were nearly helpless. As 
one shouted, “Billy is all misty and he is 
driving me.” One backed his car at high 
speed down a curving avenue lined with 
trees out onto a main road. A keen-eyed 
driver approaching stopped in time to 
avoid hitting him. The boy’s mental 
brakes were off. His skill seemed un- 
eanny. But an accident would have oc- 
eurred had a man of only ordinary vigil- 
ance been approaching. 

None of those boys should have been 
allowed to drive. None of those girls 
should have entered the cars. 

And where were the parents? And where 
were the proctors, the masters, the pro- 
prietors of the school? 

—The Christian Leader. 
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THE CHURCH BELL’S SONG 


(Read by the author at the 130th anni- 
versary of the laying of the corner-stone 
of the Christ Reformed and Evangelical 
Lutheran Chureh at Annville, Pa. on 
Sunday morning, Nov. 25, 1934.) 

The dreamy haze of twilight steals 

Across the summer sky, 

The Church bell’s mellow music peals 

From out yon belfry high; 

Its accents, how they blend! 
How sweetly they descend! 
Voices unheard attend; 
Hark! they draw nigh. 


So tenderly they touch the soul, 
Those voices, soft, and low; 

Their echoes through the memory roll 
And round the heart they flow; 

They sing of childhood’s lays, 

Of infant songs of praise, 

Learned on those Sabbath days 
Long, long ago. 


Oh bell! How joyful was thy eall, 
How deep and rich thy tone, 

Inviting old and young and all 
Where heavenly seed was sown, 

Where teachers, since grown gray, 

On many a Sabbath day, 

Led us to Christ,—the Way,— 
The Truth alone. 


Now grown to manhood’s fuller prime, 
Far from thy sound I roam, 

And yet, how oft, at evening time 
Resounds thy pleading, “Come.” 

When alien bells I hear, 

Thy voice breaks on my ear, 

It sounds so sweet, so near; 
It sings of home. 


Beneath yon turf how many lie 
Who likewise loved thy voice! 
Far off, perhaps in yonder sky, 
They hear thee and rejoice; 

Of them thou mindest me; 

Their forms I often see; 

Doubts wane and shadows flee, 
Spelled by thy voice. 


An aged shepherd well nigh ripe 
For Death’s transplanting hands, 
Still pointing to the prototype 
Of shepherds, humbly stands; 
How lovingly he pleads! 
His little flock still leads, 
Through peaceful dewy meads, 
To happier lands! 


Oh bell! When with thy tones no more 
His pleading accents blend, 

When all his earthly toil is o’er 
How shall his words attend 

Thy sorrow-mingled tone! 

To these, when we’re alone, 

Thy voice, more mellow grown, 

‘Its charm shall lend. 


We love, we love thee, home Church bell, 
Thee and thy towering dome! 


— 


When death shall bid thee toll our knell 
And lay us in the tomb, 
My angels move thy tongue 
And bid thee swell their song, 
Triumphant, sweet and long, 
“Not dead,—gone home.” 


—J. Rauch Stein 
Annville, Pa. 


NUTRITIOUS READING 


(An Editorial in “The Lutheran” of Dec. | 
13, 1934) 

Our Esteemed Neighbor and _ econ- 
temporary, the REFORMED CHURCH 
MESSENGER, titles its issue of Nov. 29 
“Book Number” and devotes extra space 
to comments on reading and to literature 
worth using. Editor Leinbach presents 
THE MESSENGER’S patrons with a group 
of editorials and book reviews decidedly 
instructive. From the editorials we quote 
paragraphs: 

“Too many homes today, which continue 
to insist upon Grade A or Double A milk 
for their children, seem to be satisfied 
with Grade XYZ books and magazines, if " 
they have any books and magazines at all. . 
At small expense we can see to it that we ; 
have a university in our homes; and let 
us be sure that it is a university worth es 
while.” * 

As to a book’s Christianity, it is said: 


“Just because a magazine or, book is 4 
published in a nominally Christian land vas 
and happens to bear Christian names— i. 
well, that does not guarantee that it is = 
Christian literature. _Many a man who i, 


reads religiously his current magazines 
and his ‘books of the month’ is yet starved “A 
religiously. Even those books and articles 
which appear to deal only with facts are 
often made to convey non-religious im- 
pressions.” ; 

In a previous issue we referred to the 
announcements appearing from time to 
time in The Lutheran of books, magazines 
and journals published by our own or 
other Lutheran publication houses. We — 
do not, of course, advise that only works Ns 
of Lutheran authorship should receive at- 
tention from our Church membership. We 
do maintain, however, that these should be 
among their purchases. Too many people 
seem to feel that they are broad-minded 
only when they familiarize themselves 
with what subtly or openly attacks Chris- — 
tianity as ,we explain it and practice i 
That sort of prejudice should not e 
among us. : 

It is proper to remark in this ¢o1 
tion that the current literature—t 
the weekly papers of the Church 4 
magazines, deserve much more p 
than they receive. They are so 
tive and stimulative as to be highly 
by a portion of the Church’s : 
This favorable reaction of 
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ought to impress the majority of the con- 


gregation’s membership that their own 
publications have such contents as will 
make religion more intelligent, the 


Churech’s work more interesting and our 
activities more powerful than they have 
been. If we are to deal effectively with 
the negative forces arrayed against our 
Lord’s Word and His Kingdom, we must 
have the most numerous co-operation it is 
possible to obtain. The medium of print 
is far too much neglected. 


MEMORY HYMNS 

Those who have taken time to peruse 
carefully the new Year Book and Almanac 
will have found not a few items among 
the contents that are new and may seem 
strange. Many of them are self-explan- 
atory, and wherever necessary a brief note 
of explanation has been added. 

In one instance, however, such a note 
had to be omitted because it would have 
required too much space on that particu- 
lar page, and also because the innovation 
seemed important enough to justify an 
explanation in our editorial columns. On 
page three of the Year Book and Almanac 
is found a _ section entitled “Memory 
Hymns for 1935”, which we would heartily 
recommend to all our readers, all of whom, 
we trust, will have their copy of the Year 
Book and Almanac by this time, and are 
busy introducing their friends to it. 

The system of Memory Hymns has been 
in use by our fellow Church members of 
the Reformed group for many years, and 
it was embodied in the Year Book and 
Almanac because it was felt that the folks 
of the Evangelical group would appreciate 
the opportunity of getting acquainted with 
this excellent custom. It will be noted 
that a “Memory Hymn” is given for each 
month of the year, and the aim is to have 
the members of the family, old and young, 
commit to memory the hymns suggested 
during that particular month. Those who 
follow this custom will thus, as the year 
goes by, accumulate from these hymns a 
rich store of inspiration from which they 
may draw continuously for all the varying 
experiences the year may bring. Through- 
out all the centuries the hymn-book has 
been an inexhaustibly rich storehouse for 
Christian people, and the help and com- 
fort they have derived from this source 
has been priceless to all who have access 
to it. 

Be sure to get your copy of the Year 
Book and Almanac, if you have not al- 
ready done so, and become familiar with 


A CHRISTMAS PRAYER 

Help us rightly to remember the birth 
of Jesus, that we may share in the song 
of the Angels, the gladness of the Shep- 
herds, and the worship of the Wise Men. 
Close the door of hate and open the door 
of love all over the world. Let kindness 
come with every gift and good desires 
with every greeting. Deliver us from evil 
by the blessing that Christ brings, and 
teach us to be merry with clear hearts. 
May the Christmas morning make us 
happy to be Thy children and the Christ- 
mas evening bring us to our beds with 
grateful thoughts, forgiving and forgiven, 
for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

—Robert Louis Stevenson. 


Be like the Negro whom Mark Twain 
mentions somewhere, who “avoids the im- 
possible and co-operates with the in- 
evitable.” 


ry 
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ALL the helps for Christian life and work 
which the Evangelical and Reformed 
Church places at your disposal. 

—Editorial in “The Evangelical Herald” 


CATAWBA COLLEGE 


The fall of this year has been richly 
blessed with a great variety of educa- 
tional meetings in which Catawba joined 
and did her “bit”. At Greensboro, N. C., 
a large gathering of educators was held 
in the interests of the public school sys- 
tem of the state. Resolutions were adopted 
which states that $25,000,000 a year is 
required to put the schools on a sound 
basis. The new state legislature will 
meet in 1935, and the school people mean 
to present to the legislators, in no un- 
certain terms, the dire need of a de- 
cided increase in the school appropriations 
for next year. Those in attendance from 
Catawba were: Drs. Omwake, Derendin- 
ger, D. E. Faust, Mary E. Conrad, A. K, 
Faust; Reverend Milton Whitener, Pro- 
fessors Hadley, Cleaver, and Johnston. 

President Omwake, on November 9, rep- 
resented Catawba College at the inaugura- 
tion ceremony of Dr. Shelton Phelps, new- 
ly elected president of Winthrop College 
at Rock Hill, S. C. One hundred and 
thirty-four representatives from as many 
American colleges and universities were 
in attendance. This college of 1600 wo- 
men has often been called the Vassar of 
the South. 

Professor T. P. Zum Brunnen of the 
Accounting Department was recently elect- 
ed vice president of the North Carolina 
Association of Certified Publie Accoun- 
tants. 

On November 30 and December 1, the 
Modern Language Association of the 
South Atlantic States was held at Charles- 
ton, S. C. Dr. C. C. Rice, head of the 
Department of Romance Languages, Dr. 
Raymond Jenkins, head of the English 
Department, Professor Cleaver of the Ger- 
man Department, and Dr. Mary E. Con- 
rad of the Department of Biology were in 
attendance. Dr. Conrad studied the 
science exhibit! in the Charleston Museum 
and certain aspects of marine life. Dr. 
C. C. Rice read a paper in the Spanish 
Section presenting results of his research 
work in the etymology of certain Spanish 
words. 

At the fourteenth annual meeting of 
the’ North Carolina College Conference, 
Dr. Howard Omwake was elected vice pres- 
ident of this organization. The member- 
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ship of this conference consists of the 
president and one other delegate from 
each college and university in the state, 
and of representatives of the Department 
of Public Instruction. The promotion of 
higher education in the state is the defi- 
nite purpose of the conference, and the 
specific theme of this year’s meeting was 
“Improvement of College Instruction.” In 
connection with this conference a meet- 
ing of the N. C. Association of Registrars 
was held at which Professor W. G. Cleaver 
was elected as one of the officers of the 
Association. 

At the invitation of Governor Ehring- 
haus, Dr. Omwake and Mrs. T. E. Johns- 
ton met with a committee which has for 
its purpose the careful study of Negro 
education in North Carolina. 

On Dee. 7 and 8, the Association of Uni- 
versity and College Business Officers’ As- 
sociation of the Eastern States met in an- 
nual session at Pinehurst, N. C. Reverend 
Milton Whitener represented Catawba 
College. He reports a very interesting 
and helpful meeting. 

Not a little jubilation was manifested 
at Catawba when the daily papers an- 
nounced that of the “Little All-American 
Eleven” as picked by Associated Press Ob- 
servers, North Carolina contributed two 
football players: Mackorell of Davidson, 
and Garland of Catawba. “Tubby” Gar- 
land, our 220 pound tackle, is thus the 
first Catawba player to win recognition 
in national circles. He was elected co- 
captain of the Catawba team for 1935 
with Harold Vaniewsky. Catawba. fin- 
ished the season without being beaten by 
any of the North State Conference teams, 
but in two games the results were score- 
ties. 

—Allen K. Faust. 
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TREES 


There are trees and many of them— 

Dark were the streets of Bethlehem. 

Cherry, ash and chinquipin— 

Streets were thronged and, too, the inn. 

Linden, willow, elm and thorn— 

In manger was a great King born. 

Oak and fig and syeamore— 

He gave His peace to the world’s heart- 
sore. 

There is the tinselled Christmas tree; 

There was the cross of Galilee. 


—Merab Eberle, in The Churchman. 


A famous motor car manufacturer adver- 
tised that he had put a car together in 
seven minutes. The next evening he was 
called on the phone at dinner time and 
asked if it were so. 


“Yes,”’ was the reply. “Why?” 
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“Oh, nothing, but I believe I’ve got the 
car.”—A. C. C. O. Press. 


CHRISTMAS NIGHT 


Seems to me the stars shine brighter 
Christmas night. 

Seems to me the snow lies whiter 
Christmas night, 

That the solemn trees stand straighter, 

And the frosty moon sets later, 

And the hush is stiller, greater, 
Christmas night. 

Seems to me sad things are fewer 
Christmas night; 

Seems to me glad things are truer 
Christmas night; 

Seems to me the bells ring clearer 

From their steeples, louder, nearer; 

Seems to me the whole world’s dearer 
Christmas ‘night. 


—Lutheran Boys and Girls. 
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“How do you feel?” asked the physician 
who had been ealled to attend the seam- 
stress. 

“Oh, sew, sew; but I seam worse today, 
and have stitches in my side.” The doctor 
hemmed, and told her she would mend 
soon. 


TEN THINGS WHICH THOSE WHO 
JOIN THE CHURCH OUGHT TO DO 
Dr. D. Webster Loucks 

1—Repent 
“Repent ye therefore, and be con- 
verted, that your sins may be blotted 
out.”—Acts 3:19. 

2—Believe 
“He that heareth My word, and be- 


lieveth on Him that sent Me, hath 

everlasting life.”—John 5:24. 
3—Pray 

“For whosoever shall call upon the 


name of the Lord shall be saved.”— 
Romans 10:13. 

4—Confess Their Sins 
“Tf we confess our sins, He is faith- 
ful and just to forgive our sins.”—I 
John 1:9. 

5—Obey 
“To whom ye yield yourself to obey, 
his servants ye are to whom ye obey.” 
—Romans 6:16. 

6—Forgive 
“And forgive us our debts, as we for- 
give our debtors.”—Matthew 6:12. 

7—Be Baptized 
“Be baptized every one of you in the 
name of Jesus Christ for the remis- 
sion of sins.”—Acts 2:38. 

8—Publicly Confess Jesus 
“Whosoever therefore shall confess 
Me before men, him will I confess 
also before my Father which is in 
heaven.”—Matthew 10:32. 

9—Love God and Others 
“Thou shalt love the Lord thy God 
with all thy heart, and with all thy 
soul, and with all thy mind.” “Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.”— 
Matthew 22:37, 39. 

10—Accept the Scripture as the Inspired 

Word of God 

“All scripture is given by inspiration 
of God.”—II Timothy 3:16. 


Verses to Memorize 
By GRENVILLE KLEISER 


A WORD 


A timely word 

May lessen stress; 

A loving word 

May heal and bless. 


Junior Sermon 


By the Rev. Thomas Wilson Dickert, D.D. 


TRIBUTES TO THE CHRIST 


Matthew 22: 42, “What think ye of the 
Christ?” 

Jesus asked this question of His dis- 
ciples more than nineteen hundred years 
ago, and it is still the most important ques- 
tion that may be asked. During these 
nineteen centuries many varied answers 
have been given to this question. Some of 
them have been of a critical and skeptical 
nature, but most of them have been lov- 
ing and eloquent tributes to the Christ. 

More than 70 years ago, the Rev. Dr. 
Philip Schaff, the greatest American 
\Church Historian, published a little book 
entitled “The Person of Christ”, which 
has passed through a number of editions 
and has been translated into at least 
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“GOOD WILL” TIME 


Every one is glad to see 

At Christmas time real jollity, 

For then it is that hearts all sing, 
As all the bells of “good will” ring. 


Happy folks are those who share 
A love that’s tender, true and fair; 
For proud indeed are most of men 
A worthy brother to befriend. 


If only Christmas cheer could last 
Thru all the days that go so fast, 
And true good will would ever shine, 
Then this would be a world divine. 


If all the world is full of sin, 
It comes from folks who live there- 


But you know well on Christmas 
night 

Came ONE who calls 
right. 


you to do 


—Harry Troupe Brewer. 
Hagerstown, Md. 


seven languages, and is still read with 
interest and profit. In this book Dr. 
Schaff pays many beautiful tributes to 
the Christ and quotes many of those which 
have been spoken and written to His 
honor by others. 

Many of you may not have access to 
this book, therefore, in view of the rapid 
approach of another Christmas season, I 
will present to you as a Christmas gift 
some of the most beautiful of these 
tributes. However, the most important 
thing in addition to reading the opinions 
and tributes of others is to answer the 
question for yourself, “What think ye of 
the Christ?” and to bring some tribute to 
Him as the angels and the Magi and the 
shepherds brought theirs. 

Long before the @hrist was born the 
prophets paid tribute to Him in a won- 
derful way, and when He came He ful- 
filled these tributes to the letter. We can- 
not take much of our time to refer to 
these Old Testament tributes, but one of 
the most familiar and most remarkable 
is that which is found in the ninth chap- 
ter of Isaiah: “For unto us a Child is 
born, unto us a Son is given; and the gov- 
ernment shall be upon His shoulder: and 
His name shall be called Wonderful, 
Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting 
Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase 
of His government and of peace there 
shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to establish it, and 
to uphold it with justice and with 
righteusness from henceforth even for 
ever.” 

When the angel of God came to Mary 
to reveal to her that she should be the 
mother of the Christ, he said: “He shall 
be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Most High: and the Lord God shall 
give unto Him the throne of His father 
David: and He shall reign over the house 
of Jacob for ever; and of His kingdom 
there shall be no end.” 

In the preface to his book, Dr. Schaft 
says: “The question of Christ [‘What 
think ye of the Christ?’] is the question 
of Christianity, which is the manifesta- 
tion of His life in the world; it is the 
question of the Church, which rests upon 
Him as the unmovable rock; it is the 
question of history, which revolves around 


THE PASTOR THINKS 


Just about the time some scientist 
thinks he is catching up with God, 


he finds God is still a few steps 
ahead of him. 
—Now and Then. 


MESSENGER 


DECEMBER 20, 1934. 


Him as the sun of the moral universe; it 
is the question of every man who instine- 
tively yearns after Him as the object of 
his noblest and purest aspirations; it is 
a question of personal salvation, which 
can only be obtained in the blessed name 
of Jesus. The whole fabrie of Christianity 
stands or falls with its divine-human 
Founder; and if it ean never perish, it is 
because Christ lives the same yesterday, 
today, and for ever.” 

He pays this high tribute to his Lord: 
“The Person of Christ is to me the surest 
as well as the most sacred of all facts; 
as certain as my own personal existence; 
yea, even more so: for Christ lives in me, 
and he is the only valuable part of my 
existence. I am nothing without my 
Saviour; I am all with Him, and would 
not exchange Him for the whole world. 
To give up faith in Christ is to give up 
faith in humanity; to believe in Him is 
to believe in the redemption and final 
glorification of men; and this faith is the 
best inspiration to a holy and useful 
life for the good of our face and the glory 
of God.” 

_ Of Jesus as a child he says: “A child 
in the manger, yet bearing the salvation 
of the world; a child hated and feared, 
yet longed for and loved; a child poor 
and despised, yet honored and adored.— 
beset by danger, yet marvelously pre- 
served; a child setting the stars in heaven, 
the city of Jerusalem, the shepherds of 
Judaea, and the sages of the East, in mo- 
tion,—attracting the best elements of the 
world, and repelling all that is dark and 
evil!” ; 7 

Tn speaking of Christ’s influence he says, 
“And yet this Jesus of Nazareth, without 
money and arms, conquered more millions 
than Alexander, Caesar, Mohammed, and 
Napoleon; without science and learning, 
He shed more light on things human and 
divine than all philosophers and scholars 
combined; without the eloquenee of 
schools, he spoke such words of life as 
were never spoken before or sinee, and 
produced effects which lie beyond the 
reach of orator or poet; without writing a - 
single line, He set more pens in motion, 
and furnished themes for more sermons, 
orations, discussions, learned volumes, } 
works of art, and songs of praise, than the , 
whole army of great men of ancient and - = 
modern times. Born in a manger, and 
crucified as a malefactor, He now controls i 
the destinies of the civilized world, and 
rules a spiritual empire which embraces 
one-third of the inhabitants of the globe. <>: 
There never was in this world a life so —_— 
unpretending, modest, and lowly in its — 
outward form and condition, and yet pro- a AE ca 
ducing such extraordinary effects upon 
all ages, nations, and classes of men. 

In conelusion Dr. Schaff says: “Yes! — 
He still lives, the divine Man and in- ty ih pee 
carnate God, on the ever-fresh and self- 
authenticating records of the Gospels, in 
the unbroken history of eighteen [now 
nineteen] centuries, and in the hearts and 
lives of the wisest and best of our race; - 
and there he will live for ever. His per- 
son and work are the book of life, which __ 
will never grow old. Christianity lives 
and will continue to live with Him, be- 
cause He lives, the same yesterday, today, 
and for ever.” Mi as 

Dr. Schaff also quotes many other 
writers who have paid high tributes to 
the Christ. Here are a few of them. Theo- 
dore Parker says: “Christ unites in Him- 
self the sublimest precepts and divinest 
practices, thus more than realizing the 
dream of prophets and sages; rises free — 
from all prejudice of His age, nation, or 
sect; gives free range to the Spirit 
God in His' breast; sets aside the 
sacred and true, honored as it was 
forms, its sacrifice, its temple, its priests; 
puts away the doctors of the law,—subtle 
irrefragable; and pours out a doctrin 
beautiful as the light, sublime as he 
and true as God.” ° . 

In one of his books, Guizot re 
“The most perfect, the most consta n 
reigns in Jesus, in His life as in 
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soul, in His words as in His acts.” Even 
a Rousseau confessed: “If Socrates suf- 
fered and died like a philosopher, Christ 
suffered and died like a God.” 

Jean Paul Frederick Richter, the great 
German poet, represents Jesus of Naza- 
reth as “the purest among the mighty, the 
mightiest among the pure, who with His 
pierced hand has raised empires from 
their foundations, turned the stream of 
history from its old channel, and still con- 
tinues to rule and guide the ages.” 

Let us all join the Apostle Thomas and 
pay our tribute to Christ by saying, “My 
Lord and my God.” 


CHILDREN’S PRAYERS 
(See editorial in this issue, “A Worth 
While Experiment” 


O God, reseue and protect all those in 
need; ; 

Let good times return with proper speed; 

Give to all bread, that we may eat; 

O give us shelter from the cold and heat; 

In Thy great merey, forgive all our sin, 

Make us kind to neighbors, and a better 
life begin. 

(Mary Jane Kramer: 13) 


Dear Father, I thank Thee 

For what Thou hast given me, and for 
keeping watch over me during the 
past summer. 

I hope Thou hast taken care of my rela- 
tives that live far from here. 

Keep watch over my parents, my brothers, 
and my sisters during the winter. 

(Harley Lamke: 14) Amen 


We thank Thee for this happy day: 
For our pleasant work and play; 

When -we wake, and when we sleep, 

We ask that Thou wilt safely keep 

All children round the world so wide: 
Every one is near Thy side. 

Thou dost see us, each and all, 

And Thou wilt hear us when we eall. 
(Irma Kunert: 14) Amen 


Eternal God, in every day, and upon every 
way, make us aware of Thy presence. 

Do not permit us to lose sight of Thee, 
even for a moment. 

(Mariam Kramer: 13) 


We bring to Thee, dear Jesus, 
A loving, thankful heart, 

For in this class assembled 
Each one may have a part; 
As Jesus said, “Be ye black or brown or 

fair, 

Every child is in My care!” 
(Mary Jane Kramer: 13) 


Amen 


Amen 


Amen 


iG h tldren’s Corner 


By Alliene De Chant Seltzer 


I wish I could tell you how glad I am 
that you are having a WHITE GIFT 
Christmas,—each of you bringing a gift, 
wrapped in white, to put under the Church 
School tree, on Christmas Festival night— 
a gift for others, not for self. One of the 
most touching White Gift Christmas 
Festivals:’ve ever FELT, was at the Pine 
Mountain School in- Kentucky, where 
mountain children brought gifts they’d 
made themselves—one of them, a manger, 
out of pine, as precious in God’s sight, 
as the gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh, which the Wise Men brought to the 
Baby Jesus. Even the smallest mountain- 
child had a gift to bring. Then, there 
will be no need for a Santa Claus in our 
Chureh School, nor will any of us look 
for a box of candy. One Chureh School, I 
know, spends more than $400 for gifts for 
THEMSELVES! No wonder, is it? that 
the School doesn’t grow! So, from the 
bottom of my heart, I wish you joy, this 
Christmas-tide—the joy that comes from 
giving—real giving, in the Name of Him, 
Who gave to us His Only Son, Jesus. 


_ 
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“OUR MOVIE SCHOOL OF MORALS” 


By William H. Short, Director Motion 
Picture Research Council 


“What would you do if you had a mil- 
lion dollars,” asked a grade teacher at a 
listless hour of the afternoon. “Immedi 
ately the room became electric. Yachts, 
liveried chauffeurs, electric refrigerators, 
African game hunting, attendance at 
Broadway night elubs, and other sugges- 
tions” born of Hollywood, fairly gushed 
from the children. Finally one little girl 
said: “Isn’t it funny, Miss Jones, none of 
us would know what we’d do with a mil- 
lion dollars if it weren’t for the movies,” 


This incident is told by Dr. Paul G. 
Cressey, one of the authors of the forth- 
coming Payne Fund study, “Boys, Movies 
and City Streets.” It introduces his de- 
claration that, while at first the research 
men “looked upon the motion picture only 
as a popular form of commercialized 
amusement which it was thought might 
have some possible relationship to subse- 
quent attitudes and conduct,” the facts 
obtained had forced them to the conelu- 
sion that “the cinema is in reality ... 
a second school; a school with a broader 
and. more engaging curriculum” than that 
of the public school. 

This is the basic finding of the 15 Payne 
Fund studies made by 20 sociologists and 
psychologists in 6 universities during the 
last 5 years. In the commercial motion 
pictures shown in the movie houses of the 
nation we have a new system of popular 
education. “The movies are an important 
source of information and general knowl- 
edge, understanding of ‘human nature’, 
knowledge of styles and modes, apprecia- 
tion of etiquette and good taste, standards 
of aesthetics and of feminine beauty, tech- 
niques for obtaining that which is desired 
in life, and even for acquaintance with 
the basie scheme of life and philosophies 
of life by which people live.” Especially 
are movie techniques of lovemaking widely 
imitated. The movies have become a 
universal school of manners, morals, con- 
duct, and a way of life. 


This movie school is compelling with 
most children. They are born into a 
world of which they know nothing. They 
are eager to learn. They want to grow 
up. The world of adult life invites them. 
To learn about it they turn to the movies. 
To sophisticated adults the film drama may 
be “only a movie”, but to them it has 
“all the reality of life itself.” 


What the child sees at the movies is 
inextricably woven into the warp of his 
life. “These movie impressions constitute 
a part of the resources upon which the 
child draws in its phantasy and in its dra- 
matic play—that aspect of the life of the 
small child in which social psychologists 
are more and more seeing the very genesis 
of personality and character.” These movie 
experiences “often take deep root” and 
have their effects “in the many associa- 
tions and conditionings which are estab- 
lished at an early age in the mind of the 
child.” 


Is this conclusion less important to the 
nation and to civilization than was the 
earlier discovery that the public school 
system could be developed as an instru- 
ment for imparting knowledge? There is 
everywhere an uneasy realization that the 
home, the school and the Chureh are no 
longer meeting the full needs of children 
and youth. “A careful study,” says Cres- 
sey, “has seemed to indicate that young 
people are turning to Hollywood for in- 
struction upon the important things of 
life because they are dissatisfied with 
what their families and the school and 
Church have seemed to offer.” 


It has become the fashion to berate 
these time-honored institutions for per- 
mitting this alienation. But is it not pos- 
sible that life has become so vast and 
complex that home, school and Church, 
each of which has its own peculiar tasks 
to perform, cannot any longer present life 
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WHEN GOD HIDES 
By Paul E. Scherer 


The December selection for Harpers 
Monthly Pulpit. <A collection of ser 
mons by the distinguished minister of 
Church = of 
$1.00 


Lutheran 
York. 


Evangelical 
Holy 


the 


the New 


Trinity, 


MODERN MAN’S WORSHIP 
By Bernard E. Meland 


“Dr. Meland has done a rare piece of 
work ... a very valuable contribution 
to the understanding of the values and 
Wie- 


$2.50 


art of worship.”’—-Prof. Henry N. 


man, 


THE SECRET OF 
VICTORIOUS LIVING 


By Harry Emerson Fosdick 


Sermons which have not only inspired 
thousands in the Riverside Church, New 
through Dr. Fosdick’s tre- 


York, but 1 
following have become 


mendous radio 


nationwide in their influence. “Of ar- 
resting importance. . Here is elo- 
quence, feeling and conviction.”’——-N. Y. 
Times. $1.50 


REALISTIC THEOLOGY 
By Walter Marshall Horton 


Book Club Selection for 
November. “A book by Prof. Horton 
has come to be regarded as a real 
event in theological cireles.”—Reformed 


Church Messenger. $2.00 


Religious 


THE CHRISTIAN FACT AND 


MODERN DOUBT 
By G. A. Buttrick 


Author of “Jesus Came Preaching,’ 

Dr. Buttriek first traces the rivers of 
doubt to their headwaters. He _ next 
examines the cardinal items of Chris- 
tian faith at the point where each must 
meet the spear thrust of modern doubt. 
The book throughout joins issue with 
$2.50 


ete. 


the denials of the sceptie. 


MAKERS OF CHRISTIANITY 


From Jesus to Charlemagne 
By Shirley Jackson Case 


“In the form of biographical studies 
the dean of the Divinity School of the 
of Chicago undertakes the 


University 
of narrating the 


difficult assignment 
story -of Christianity from Jesus and 
Peter to Boniface and Charlemagne. To 
write the history of eight centuries of 
the Christian Church in two hundred 
forty pages is no slight achievement, 
but to tell it interestingly, popularly, 
with little use of technical phraseology 
and without sacrificing historical per- 
is an extra- 
Henry 
$2.00 


spective or dependability 
ordinary triumph.’’ — Conrad 


Mohiman. 


BOARD OF CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
OF THE EVANGELICAL AND 
REFORMED CHURCH 


(THE HEIDELBERG PRESS) 
1505 RACE STREET, PHILA., PA. 


adequately to the minds and emotions of 
youth? “The motion picture,’ says Cres- 
sey on this point, “is an excursion into a 
world of interests far more gripping and 
fascinating than we adults, in our daily 
contacts with the children, can hope to 
provide: more effective in its instruction 
than is the average teacher in the class- 
room.” Is it not possible that a new in- 
strument was needed? May we not feel 
that the motion picture art has been put 
into our hands for this very cause? 

In a word, it is perfectly feasible to 
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transform the Hollywood school of man- 
ners, morals and conduct that is now uni- 
versally feared, into a system of education 
supplementary to the public school that 
will be as universally trusted. 


The Family Altar 


By the Rev. Roland L. Rupp 
WEEK OF DECEMBER 24-30, 1934 
Memory Text: Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God: 
and whosoever loveth him that begat lov- 
eth him also that is begotten of him. 
I John 5:1. 

Memory Hymn: “Holy Night, Peaceful 
Night” (132). 

Theme: Tests of a Christian. 


Monday: Tests of a Christian 
I John 5:1-12 

The writer of the epistle of John fur- 
nishes us with a number of spiritual yard- 
sticks by which we may test the Christian 
character. He mentions—belief that Jesus 
is the Christ, love for God and doing His 
commandments, love for the children of 
God, a faith that overcometh the world. 
These tests are valid. They do reveal to 
ourselves the measure of our Christianity. 
By the light of these tests we may know the 
stature of the inner spirit, and the nature 
of our attitude toward God and men. It 
is most helpful to know the strength of 
our faith. If we want to be Christian, 
we should not be satisfied with a mild 
taint of it. We should lay hold on the 
real spirit and the real power. The glory 
of Christianity is its dynamie to make 
of us spiritual supermen. 

Prayer: Our Father, as we face the 
world in which we live we are convinced 
that this generation needs nothing more 
than men and women who follow Jesus 
implicitly. Give unto us the light to live 
in full obedience to His will. Amen. 


Tuesday: Tests of Faith 
John 5:19-24 


This passage is one of the most arrest- 
ing in all Scripture. Did Jesus speak 
these words? John explicitly affirms that 
He did. Read and ponder these words 
again: “The Son can do nothing of him- 
self, but what he seeth the Father doing: 
for what things soever he doeth, these the 
Son also doeth in like manner. For the 
Father loveth the Son, and showeth him 
all things that himself doeth: and greater 
works than these will he show him, that 
ye may marvel. For as the Father raiseth 
the dead and giveth them life, even so the 
Son also giveth life to whom he will.” 
Jesus again and again called His disciples 
to the same sonship which He Himself 
had achieved, Such character, such power 
then is possible for man, possible by means 
of faith. The test of faith is not belief, 
but the character of life. 


Prayer: Everlasting God, Who madest’ 


all things, Who ereated man in Thine own 
image, give unto Thy children in their 
need a sense of their divinity, a conscious- 
ness of their potentiality. Let them feel 
the pulse of power. Amen. 


Wednesday: Test of Love 
I John 4:11-21 


Does God abide in you? 
perfected in you? John mentions these 
as the tests of love. He rises even higher 
than this, to enthralling heights—“As he 
is, even so are we in this world,” if His 
love is perfected in us. Yes, there are 
objectives ahead unto which we may press 
forward. These spiritual goals loom, like 
the Himalayas above us, to lure us on, 
to challenge us to do our best, to throw 
into the effort all the mighty resources 
which God has placed at our command. 
Love is one of the eternal and imperious 
forces which man may wield. That force 


Is His love 
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may become in the human heart an in- 
vincible instrument for the redemption 
of mankind, an omnipotent strength lift- 
ing up the soul of him who cultivates it 
to Godlike heights. We Christians ought 
to specialize in the cultivation of some of 


these creative spiritual capacities like 
faith and love. 
Prayer: Almighty God, Thou art infi- 


nite Love, by love Thou workest, with 
love Thou art well on the way to make 
of all humanity a united family. Grant 
unto us to be one of Thy children because 
we have Thy love in our hearts. Amen. 


Thursday: Test of Conduct 
I Peter 1:13-21 

The New Testament brings to us clearly 
a revolutionary conception of man, So 
far even the Christian Chureh has either 
not taken that revolutionary conception 
seriously or has failed to understand its 
significance. Each one of the lessons so 
far this week has clearly indicated this 
fact. Today, Peter adds his interpreta- 
tion to this conception: “But like as he 
who ealled you is holy, be ye yourselves 
also holy in all manner of living.” Onee 
great Christian theologians gave expres- 
sion to their own piety and humility by 
affirming that man is totally depraved, 
that he is incapable of any good effort, 
that salvation is merely the good pleasure 
of God. And some would have us con- 
tinue in this bondage, would consign us 
for all time to the paralysis of such a 
slave mentality. But not so Jesus—“Ye 
shall be perfect, as your Father in Heaven 
is perfect” ... “Ye shall love one another 
as I have loved you.” 

Prayer: O God, we thank Thee that 
Thou art setting us free once again by 
a deeper understanding of the gospel and 
life of the Man of Galilee. In that free- 
dom, help us to find the inspiration for 
Christlike living. Amen. 


Friday: Test of Assurance 
Romans 8:10-17 


All through the Seriptures God assures 
men that He is with them, that they can 
depend upon Him for their spiritual needs, 
that they may discover the truth and pur- 
sue it, that they may know His will and 
perform it, that they may look to Him 
for spiritual emancipation and receive it. 
The Old Testament’s prophets were elo- 
quent with the certainty of this assurance. 
Their lives were the result of the divine 
assurance. Jesus is that supreme assurance. 
He is the Son of the Father. What He 
was, we may become by faith in Him. 
Jesus is the representative man, the revela- 
tion of man when he permits God to 
dwell in him fully and use him. Do we 
have the courage, do we have the over- 
whelming desire to invite God to dwell in 
us as He did in Jesus? Do we want to 
be sons of God? 


FOOD FACTS 


Dia You Know That: 

—Egg cartons are now sealed 
in waxed paper to preserve 
freshness. 

—By boiling in colored water 
rice can be served in all 
colors of the rainbow in or- 
der to harmonize with other 
food as well as table or 
room decorations. 

——Six persons depend on each 
dairy cow in the United 
States for their supply of 
milk and dairy products. 

—Annual shedding of their 
shells permits lobsters to 
grow, but, unlike crabs, soft 
shelled lobsters are not edi- 
ble. ; 

; These “food facts” are compiled 
by the Division of Consumer 

Information, New Jersey State 

Department of Agriculture. 
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Prayer: Come, Lord Jesus, possess our 
hearts, fire our minds, and command our 
wills. O God, give us the birth of the 
Spirit that we may become Thy children. 
Amen, 


Saturday: Test of Self-examination 
IT Corinthians 13:1-10 


Self-examination is imperative. Con- 
stant, intelligent self-examination, and 
courageous action in regards to the find- 
ings of the examination, press constantly 
upon each one if character and Christian 
personality are to be deliberately and 
zealously pursued. In character building, 
as in the development of a personal re- 
ligious consciousness, one must, time upon 
time, reflect upon his handiwork. Yard- 
sticks for the measurement of religious 
achievement, must be applied. The strue- 
ture which is being reared must be tested 
scientifically. No weak links, no faulty 
timbers, no mistaken ideas, no eommon- 
place ideals can be used. We are out for : 
extraordinary achievement. Nothing can _ ‘ 
be taken for granted. One must live and 
labor with a spiritual intelligence which 
approximates that of The Galiliean when 
He sought utter certainty and assurance 
in the wilderness before He began His 
ministry. 

Prayer: Give unto us, Heavenly Father, 
the keen insight needed if our lives are 
to be constructed upon irremovable and 
unshakeable rocks. Instruct us to be 
master builders of life. Amen. 5 


Sunday: Test of Fruit-bearing “4 
John 15:12-17 a y 
The faith of Jesus in men was consum- a 
mate. It was creative and redemptive. = = 
It placed a responsibility upon man whieh 
he can only discharge if he puts into life 
everything he has, plus everything God = 
furnishes him. But this was the sagacity 
and the strategy of Jesus. Only the very — 
highest challenges men to give their best. _ 
Only the most difficult of all tasks drives 
man into the innermost sanctuary of his  __ 
soul for all the strength he can mobilize. 
Only that type of an assignment drives 
him into the presence of God with that 
consciousness of need and that degree of 
faith which will enable God to endow him 
with extraordinary power. For this rea- 
son Jesus set his standards for the dis- 
ciples at the very highest—“Love one an- _ 
other as I have loved you... Greater love 
hath no man than this that a man lay — 
down his life for his friends . .. Ye are 
my friends, if ye do the things which I 
command you.” .% 
Prayer: 
“To serve Thy Kingdom, Lord, 
To quiet sin’s turmoil, 
Do Thou ordain and consecrate 
Our brotherhood of toil.” 


AND THE CAROLERS MOVED ON 


A Story by p- 
Grace Harner Poffenberger is 


Depression, selfishness, pride and | 
grief fall before the magic spell of — 
Christmas Carols aw 


“It came upon the midnight clear 
That glorious song of old...” — 


The carol singers shivered in the 
misty air, and pulled their mufflers ¢ 
closer. 

It was not a proper Christmas eve 
It was dreaty and dismal; there 
white shimmering of snow to tran 
the city night into a mysterious fa‘ 
—no moon, nor even stars, nothin 
lurking gray fog that greedily dev 


even the light from the lamp-post 
which they stood to It was” 
inspiring night; the and * 
crept through one’s ¢ ; 
one’s toes; but the 
bad 
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folks had planned to sing Christmas carols 
—so sing they must! 
“From angels bending near the earth 

To touch their harps of gold. 

Peace on the earth, good will to men.. ” 

Old Mr. Wentworth stirred in his sleep; 
then as consciousness returned, raised his 
head and whispered softly, “Mother, 
Mother, listen! The carol singers! It is 
Christmas morning, and the children will 
soon be here!” 

Together, two youngsters, old and 
searred by the march of the years, but 
youngsters still at heart, hastily donned 
some clothing and went to the window. 
Arm in arm they stood, listening until 
the last strains of the singing had died 
away. 

“Mother, we’re going to have a great 
Christmas after all, with all the children 
home with their children—what a house- 
full! But what a joy to have them here, 
That turkey that Johnnie sent was surely 
a dandy, and with all the good things 
that Marty and Joe sent, there will be 
plenty and to spare. 

“Say, Mother, I may as well ’fess up— 
I sneaked a little taste of your fruit cake 
before I came upstairs, and believe me, 
it is as good as ever.” 

“There, there, John, how you do go on 
—never have grown up, have you? Well, 
I’m glad you haven’t—I could never have 
weathered Life’s storms if you had been 
any different! Of course we are going to 
have a happy Christmas. We always do 
—tegardless of losses... 

Depression can only strike at material 
things; it cannot hurt our hearts. Come, 
climb into bed before we catch our deaths. 
Remember we are not spring chickens any 
more!” 

‘ * *% & 


“Hark! the herald angels sing 
Glory to the new born King... ” 


Nell Brown turned restlessly on her bed. 
She wished the carolers had not stopped 
there. It seemed to make the hurt worse 
—it brought back other Christmas eves 
before she and Ed were married, when 
they had gone carol singing with the old 
crowd at home. That seemed a long time 

.ago—and now— How often she had gone 
over the whole hideous affair! 

Just where she had failed she could not 
imagine. She had tried in every way to 
be a “pal”, as well as a wife, and the 
first few years had been such gloriously 
happy ones, but now 
no possible doubt any longer—Kd, 
husband, loved someone else! 

Just what was a wife, who was no longer 
loved or needed, to do? How could she 
put an end to the slow misery in her 
heart, that was like the turning of a 
knife at each covertly exchanged glance, 
at each foolish pretext of business detain- 
ing him at the office? 

“Peace on earth, and merey mild 

God and sinners reconciled ... ” 

She covered her ears to shut out the 
sound of the sweet young voices. What 
did they know of Life? What was lying 
in wait for them—out there in the Fu- 
ture? So consumed was she by her misery, 
that she failed to hear the quiet opening 
of her bedroom door. When a strong arm 
slipped about her she wondered if she 
were dreaming... 

“Nell,” came the deep rich but faltering 
voice of her husband. “Nell, I have some- 
thing to say to you—oh, Nell, can you 
ever forgive me? When I heard those 
young voices singing the old carols that 
we used to sing—it did something to me 
—it somehow let me see just how I’ve 
made you suffer! What a cad I’ve been! 
Oh, Nell, can you forgive me? I lay there 
thinking it all over, seeing things as they 
are—how fine you’ve been—waiting for 
me to get over that silly infatuation! No 
nagging, or tears, when I know it must 
have hurt your pride tremendously. What 
a blamed good sport you are, Nell, and 
what a poor one I have been! It was as 
if a curtain had been suddenly raised, so 

that I could see myself as I have been 


her 


There could be. 


acting the last few months—Lord, was I 
that big a fool?” 

Seareely believing, yet with a sudden 
thrill of happiness surging through her 
veins, Nell Brown slipped her arms around 
her husband’s neck. 

“Tt is Christmas morning, Ed, and you 
have beaten me to it! My gift for you 
is all tied and tagged (and it is a peach, 
by the way) but you have gotten yours 
across first—and Ed,” swallowing quickly 
to keep back the hot tears that threat- 
ened to overflow, tears that men detested 
—It is the ONLY gift that I have ever 
really wanted!” 

* * *” 


“Joy to the world, the Lord is come, 


Let earth receive her King... ” 
The girlish figure stirred restlessly. 
“Oh Lord, must I stand this? “Joy”, 


yes, a lot of joy I’m having—but then, 
I. guess I am to blame for it all. Poor 
Jerry—why did it have to happen? Why? 
Oh why? Well, I simply cannot humble 
myself and say that I was wrong—my 
pride will not allow that; but, I wish it 
weren’t Christmas!” 

“Let every heart prepare Him room, 

And Heaven and Nature sing... ” 

It was too much, impulsively she reached 
out of bed, grabbed the telephone, dialed 
a number nervously, and as a sleepy voice 
answerd, the words poured forth breath- 
lessly, “Jerry, is it you? Oh, I’m so glad 
—this is Jinny, Jerry darling, it is almost 
Christmas day, and I simply could not 
let it come without telling you the truth— 


) 


It was all my fault, Jerry, I take all the 
blame; I feel so humble and ashamed— 
can you forgive me? And Jerry darling, 
will you PLEASE come for dinner?” 

“Good laws, Jinny, yes. No, it wasn’t 
—you mustn’t feel that way—it’s alright, 
because you see I LOVE you! Of course, 
I’ll be there, but dinner seems such a long 
way off—can I come right over?” 

“Silly! It is only four o’clock—but oh, 
come at nine, and do hurry, Vll be wait- 
ing!” 

* * * 
“Away in a manger, 
No crib for his head... 

“Oh God, must I stand this, too?” 

The figure on the bed writhed in agony 
—The first Christmas without her, and 
they had made such jolly plans for this 
Christmas—had even driven a nail in the 
mantel to be all ready for the “Little eod- 
ger’s” stocking—as if a tiny codger only 
two months old could know anything about 
Santa Claus! 

Well, that was all over now! The “little 
codger”’, as he was so foolishly called be- 
fore his arrival, was here safely—oh yes, 
he was safe enough! But he had cost so 
dearly—taken HER life, her beautiful 
young life—snatehed it from healthy, 
happy girlhood in exchange for his little 
red, ugly, squirmy, insignificant self! 

What a rotten, rotten deal it was—and 
so unfair! Small wonder that he never 
even wanted to see the little fellow whose 
coming had been so happily looked for, 
and had proven so disastrous! 


” 


24, 
Everyone had been kind—his mother 
had stayed right on after the funeral to 
manage his household, and try to ease the 
hurt and loneliness. The “little codger” 
was never spoken of at all, was kept out 
of his father’s sight for the time being. 
“The little Lord Jesus lay down His 
sweet head, 

The stars in the Heavens looked down 
where He lay 

The little Lord Jesus, asleep in the 
ROY Shane 


“Why DON’T they go away?” 

He flung himself out of bed, slammed 
down the window, dragged on his loung- 
ing robe, and paced the floor. Funny how 
that confounded singing made him think 
of the little codger. 

It was the first time that he had ever 
really given him much thought at all, 
beyond glancing at him accusingly, as if 
he were responsible for all the wrongs 
of the universe. 
“The cattle are 

awakes... ” 

He heard no more. He opened the door 
into the hall, listened a moment, then 
crept cautiously across to the door of the 
nursery—that beautiful little nursery that 
SHE had planned so lovingly. There he 
was, lying peacefully, sleeping in the dim 
glow of the night lamp. Such a funny 
little codger after all! As he stood there 
by the side of the sleeping babe, its utter 
helplessness suddenly overwhelmed him. 
He leaned nearer. and noticed for the first 
time that the little face was shaped like 
HERS! 

Shyly he poked a finger into the little 
fist; the tiny fingers curled about his own 
tightly; and he thought he detected the 
shadow of a smile flit across the little 
fellow’s face. 

Down on his knees he went, beside the 
crib. “Little codger,’ he whispered, “I’ve 
given you a raw deal—and I’m sorry! 
I know you couldn’t help it; you need 
Her more than T do—I can see that now; 
and from this time on you and I will have 
to console each other.” The little codger’s 
eyes opened, and he surveyed his father’s 
face solemnly, “TI can’t take her place as 
a mother, but I can at least try to be a 
decent Dad! She would want that, © 
know. I apologize for my _ selfishness, 
Where’s your sock, old man? Santa Claus 
comes tonight, did you know it?” 

* * * 


lowing, the Baby 


“And wonders of His love, and wonders 
of His love, 
wonders, and 
LOVGs5 tee 

The earolers, a bit discouraged, and de- 
cidedly chilled, little dreaming of all the 
holy memories and the new resolves their 
carols had awakened, closed their books 
with stiffened fingers, stamped their feet 
to warm the numbed toes, tightened up 
their mufflers, and trudged off into the 
fog. 


And wonders of His 


“Dear Editor,” writes a sweet young 
thing to “Science and Invention.” “Would 
you please, without being too technical, 
tell me how bees dispose of their honey?” 

Editor: “Certainly, with pleasure. They 
cell it.” 


Home Education 


“The Child’s First School is the Family” 
—Froebel 


GIVE THE CHILD THE JOY OF 
GIVING 
Lois Snelling 

They were discussing their Christmas 
shopping. : 

“I am through,” Mrs. Reddick said, 
“except for afew little things I want 
to get to give in Jessica’s name. I 
never did that before, but Jessica is 
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AT CHRISTMAS TIME 


The stars, in their courses for ages, 
Unnoticed, except by the sages, 
Who discovered the wonderful Star, 
That led them to a land afar, 
In quest of the King of kings. 
He, 


whose birth the whole world 
sings, 

In pageant and song and story, 

That has filled the earth with glory 
At Christmas time. 


We Christians come victorious, 

Singing our anthems glorious, 

To honor His great Gift of Love, 

His only Son, sent from above. ° 

Some have come enshrouded in sad- 
ness, 

Others have come in joy and glad- 
ness, 

All have come to celebrate His 
birth 

With their anthems of “Peace on 
earth,” 

At Christmas time. 


In all places they are telling, 
As these glorious tones are swelling, 
That this ‘Peace on earth” shall be 
The brotherhood on land and sea. 
That everywhere and all the time, 
For men and women of every clime, 
“Peace on earth, good will to men,” 
Shall echo with a loud Amen— 
Our gift to Him! 


—Anna C. Wiant. 


nine now, and she ought to learn some- 
thing about giving.” 

Mrs. Lane remembered how her own 
children’s eyes had shone last Christ- 
mas as they watched the opening of the 
gifts which they themselves had pre- 
sented. ‘“Jessica,’’ she said softly, “has 
missed half the joy that a child should 
know at Christmas time.’’ 

“What do you mean?” her friend 
bridled. ‘We try to do everything 
possible to make it a happy time for 
her.”’ 

“But you say she has never given 
gifts herself. I mean that a child, 
just as an adult, must give in order 
to appreciate Christmas fully.” 

“But, my dear, a child has no sense 
about what to give.” 

“My Martha gave me a little book 
last year,’ Mrs. Lane said, “that I shall 
always treasure. It is a useful, sens- 
ible little book, and Martha selected 
it herself. She knew I wanted it, be- 
cause she had heard me say so. Though 
she is only six years old, she bought 
the book with her own money, wrapped 
it herself, and with her Daddy’s aid 
she scrawled her name on the card. 
Martha likes to receive gifts as well as 
any child living, but I am certain there 
was no more happy moment in her en- 
tire day than the one she spent in 
watching me open her gift. Her brother, 
Bill, is ten. He has been Christmas- 
giving as long as he can remember, so 
he is a great help to her in her shop- 
ping. Of course, I offer suggestions and 
supervise their giving wherever it is 
advisable and can be done without my 
seeming to intrude.’’ 


“But how do they ever have any 
money to shop with?’ Mrs. Reddick 
exclaimed. “If Jessica has a quarter, 


THE PASTOR SAYS: 


By John Andrew Holmes 
The average worshipper joins in 
the prayer of confession, but when 
the sermon is preached he pleads not 
guilty. 
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she wants to spend it immediately. She 
never has anything in reserve. And if 
I must hand out some money to her 
during the holidays and say, ‘Here, 
Jessica, go down town and get a gift 
for Grandmother,’ it is really not much 
better than going for it myself, and 
presenting it in Jessica’s name.” 

“Well, I’ve never had to say that 
to my children. Christmas-giving hes 
always been a vital thing to them, and 
they look forward to it. Each has a 
small weekly allowance, and some of 
this allowance always goes into a 
Christmas bank and stays there. I 
remember last summer Bill wanted a 
baseball bat desperately. When I ask- 
ed if he had enough money saved to 
buy it, he said he hadn’t—except in his 
Christmas fund. Then he went on to 
say that if he got the things he had 
planned for his family and friends, he 
couldn’t take out anything.’’ 

‘Sacrifice,’ Mrs. Reddick murmured. 
I’ll confess Jessica never would deny 
herself like that.’ ; 

“Promise me,’’ Mrs. Lane smiled at 
her, “‘to let Jessica do her own buying 
and giving. I know positively that 
you are depriving her of a great deal 
of pleasure by not teaching her the 
joy of giving.’’ 

“T’ll try it,’’ her friend replied. ‘And, 
moreover, I believe you are right.” 


_ 


“My three children at a very early 
age were put into kindergarten. Their 
teachers got into their minds and 
hearts the right relation of work and 
play with the sportsman spirit of give 
and take, which was helpful to them.” 
—I. N. McCash, President, Phillips Uni- 
versity, Enid, Oklahoma. 


If there is no kindergarten in a pub- 


lic school, the National Kindergarten 
Association, 8 West Fortieth Street, 
New York City, will gladly send leaf- 
lets and information to any person in- 
terested in securing the establishment 


of one under a properly trained kin- — 


dergartner. 


Citizen: “So you were fired from your 
last job merely for making a mistake?” 

Tourist: “Yes, I told my boss he could 
not get along without me.” 


Puzzle Box 


ANSWERS TO DOUBLE-TIED WORD 


CUBE NO. 54 


nudta 
Ppaey 
HHHAC 
SOeHrY 
AOUHHnD 


CURTAILED WORDS NO. 49 
1. Curtail twice the artisan who works 
with metals and get to hang perpendi- 
cularly. Curtail it and get a fruit. 


2. Curtail twice to forgive and get a 


name for your chum. Curtail it and 
find the standard of value. Curtail it and 
get a parent’s name. ~ 

3. Curtail a difficult question and get to 
strike an attitude. Curtail twiee and 
find a river in Italy. 17% 

4. Curtail twice to offer in payment 
get to watch or guard. Curtail and 
a number. 

5. Curtail a fine fabric and get a 
one. Cuxtail it twice and get to 
held a session. f 

6. Curtail to have languished and g 
evergreen tree. Curtail it and f 
sharp metal fastener. Curtail an 
mixed type. ; 

7. Curtail an account book and get 
jecting ridge. Curtail it twice a 
conducted. X 
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BETHANY ORPHANS’ HOME 
Rev. Henry E. Gebhard, Supt. 


_ Rev, Fred A. Sterner, Mt. Penn, Read- 
ing, delivered an interesting sermon to 
the children on Sunday, Dee. 9. 

The Bethany Family unite in wishing all 
their many friends a Merry, Merry Christ- 
mas. 

This is the first year that we have sent 
Christmas Greeting cards to former chil- 
dren of our Home. If you know of any- 
one who has not received a ecard, send us 
their name and address as we lack the 
address of many former children. 

The Ladies of Tohickon Classis have 
informed us that they are again planning 
to give Bethany their Christmas Turkey 
dinner. A menu has been prepared simi- 
lar to last year and we are certain all will 
have sufficient. The distribution of pres- 
ents to the children will take place on 
Christmas morning at 9.30. 

Due to the size of many of our older 
girls, we find that for the first time for 
a number of years a shortage of dresses 
size 38-46. Cast off clothing of these sizes 
will fill a real need at Bethany. 


DR. SCHNEDER 


I was not one of those who wrote the 
Stewardship Essays this last year, with 
Dr. D. B. Schneder as the subject. How- 
ever I helped a number of our St. John’s 
Church School children who came to me 
for information on the subject; and it was 
a pleasure for me to do so. Several of the 
prize essays were published in the ‘“Mes- 
senger.’ The one written by Miss Regan 
from Hickory, N. C., I especially consider- 
ed very good. It was so true to the facts 
in the life and character of Dr. Schneder 
and these facts were so well put together 
and the whole essay so well written that 
I was pleased and interested. “Well done,” 
I said, when I had finished reading it. It 
was really a gem and I felt like writing 
to the young lady and commending her for 
her good work. 


At the time of my appointment as mis- 
sionary, besides myself there was only one 
other name before the Board, Mr. David 
B, Schneder, student in the Theological 
Seminary, Lancaster, Pa. His application 
was conditioned on the consent of his par- 
ents, at the time not yet obtained. Be- 
sides the call was for a married man and 
one of experience in the home field, con- 
ditions which Mr. Schneder could not, at 
the time, fulfill. Because of this my appoint- 
ment took place, and I became the second 
missionary of the Church for Japan. Mr. 
Schneder visited me at Millersville, where 
I was the pastor of our Reformed Church; 
told me what a great relief to him my 
appointment was; for he was assured that 
my wife and I were well fitted for the 
position. And I said to him that we ex- 
pected some day to meet him in Japan. In 
my home in Tsukiji, Tokyo, on a shelf in 
my study, I had placed a photo of Rev. 
Mr. Schneder, and when people who came 
in asked me whose photo is was I replied 
by saying, “Our next missionary to Japan, 
I hope and pray.” When the Rev. A. D. 
Gring started for home on furlough I told 
him to be sure to visit Mr. Schneder, then 
pastor of the Maytown Church in Laneas- 
ter County, and urge him to renew his 
former application to the Board. He had 
in the meantime fulfilled the conditions 
required by getting the consent of his par- 
ents; getting married, and having experi- 
ence as a home pastor. Mr. Gring saw him 
and recommended him to the Board. He 
was appointed, and with his bride came to 
Japan, not as the next, the third, but as 
the fourth, Dr. W. E. Hoy having preced- 
ed him for a year or little mpre. I feel 
proud and thankful that I had some 
little part in getting him as one of our 
missionaries in Japan. And now for half 


a century he has done such a wonderful 


_ work; being such a bright and shining ex- 
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ample of a faithful steward of his Lord 
and Master in all that he does, as the 
writer of the Essay says. 

Personally I am a great admirer of him, 
as others are. We were neighbors and 
close friends while we lived and labored 
together in Sendai, and this friendship 
we have kept up by exchanging letters. 
He never misses sending me a_ birthday 
greeting. I got such a letter just four 
days ago, on my 87th birthday, and in this 
letter he again thanks me for cheering and 
influencing him, especially in the earlier 
years of his career. Among the mission- 
aries in Japan, I consider him as one of 
a thousand among the faithful and influen- 
tial servants of Christ—J. P. Moore. 


Lansdale, Pa. : , 


PHOEBE HOME, ALLENTOWN, PA. 
Rev. F. H. Moyer, Supt. 


The annual Christmas Festival will be 
held at the Home on Sunday, Dee. 23, at 
2.30 P. M. The Beginners and Primary 
Departments of St. Andrew S. 8S. and other 
members of the parish will provide the 
program. There will be recitations and 
Christmas carols by the smaller children 
and an address by Rev. H. I. Aulenbach, 
the pastor of St. Andrew Church. 

There are no young children in the 
Home and the appearance of such in the 
Christmas festival playing their pieces 
and singing furnishes much enjoyment to 
the aged guests of the Home. The Home 
is being appropriately decorated for the 
season, 

Last year many Church organizations 
and several classes from the city public 
schools appeared at the Home during the 
Christmas season, rendered appropriate 
programs and brought much Christmas 
cheer to the members of the family. There 
will be similar programs from the same 
and other groups this year. 


Some friends of the Home have been 
sending special Christmas contributions to 
the Home. They are very much needed 
and correspondingly appreciated. 


ANOTHER HELPFUL CONFERENCE 


The third annual young people’s confer- 
ence, sponsored by the Committee on 
Christian Education of Philadelphia Clas- 
sis, attracted nearly 100 young people and 
Church workers to the campus of Ursinus 
College on Nov. 30. The program, which 
was centered around the theme “Christian 
Youth Fostering Christian Homes for a 
New ‘World,” was in charge of Rev. G. 
H. Gebhardt, First Chureh, Philadelphia. 

An outstanding feature of the program 
was the attempt on the part of the young 
people themselves to formulate a code for 
a Christian home, and to decide what 
might be done as individuals and as 
groups to put such a code into effeet. The 
discussion groups were in charge of Miss 
Erla Bear, Norristown; Rev. William Y. 
Gebhard, Phoenixville; Mrs. Virginia W. 
Gould, Philadelphia; Rev. A. R. Tosh, 
Philadelphia; and Rev. Raymond E. Wil- 
helm, Spring City. 

Dr. Nevin C. Harner, of Lancaster, 
opened the conference with an address on 
“Christian Youth Building a New World,” 
and summarized the reports submitted by 
the various discussion groups. “There are 
five things,” said Dr. Harner, “that I as 
an individual can do to build a Christian 
home: I can talk over points of tension 
with parents, brothers and sisters. I can 
work toward a family altar in my own 
home, through the use of the radio or 
through getting together literature on the 
subject of worship. I can be sure to carry my 
share of the burden of home life. I can 


tegulate my relation with the opposite sex 


in the light of knowledge of the Christian 
ideal. I can inaugurate a program of read- 
ing for myself.” 

Dr. Harner also indicated five things 
that can be done by groups to help build 


Gifts Worthy 
of the True 
Christmas Spirit 


“Wholesome, delightful 
spiring.’—Dr. S. Parkes 


and in- 
Cadman, 


DOCTOR THINKRIGHT 


By Clarence Hawkes 


“Will certainly be read with profit 
and pleasure. I should think it 
might be bought at Christmas time 
—it has such a flavor of the uni- 
versal language—‘Good Will to 
Men’.”—Alice Brown. 

Price $1.50 


Alexander Woollcott calls it: 


“The most profoundly moving 
story that has passed this way 
in several years.” 


Everybody's Reading— 


GOOD-BYE MR. CHIPS 


65th Thousand $1.25 


NEW BOOKS 


By Grace Livingston Hill 


THE CHRISTMAS 
BRIDE 


Gregory 
would never find a girl who would 
marry him for his love, rather than 


Sterling thought he 


for his money. But he found the 
impoverished but lovely Margaret 
different. $2.00 


THE BELOVED 
STRANGER 


Just before the wedding Sherrill 
discovered the faithlessness of the 
man she was going to marry—and 
at the same time found her true 
love! An exciting romance of 
youth. $2.00 


AMORELLE 


The story of a courageous, but 
defenseless girl, who despite sudden 
hardships and grasping relatives, 
adventures forth to find love and 
happiness. $2.00 
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Christian homes. “We can,” he said, 
“study our present homes in our Sunday 
Schools, Christian Endeavor Societies, 


and similar organizations. We ean study 
concerning our future homes—home man- 
agement, child care, and the like. We can 
conduct a bit of research—for example, 
find out how many families in a given con- 
gregation have family worship. We can 
plan several joint observances for young 
people and parents, such as Mother-Daugh- 
ter or Father-Son banquets. We can do 
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something for the homes of the community splendidly entertained by the pastor and 
which most need help.” members of St. John’s Church, the ladies 
A unique feature of the conference was of the congregation having served a won- - 
a reading and research hour in charge of derful dinner in the basement of the 
Rev. Edwin N. Faye, Trinity, Norristown. Church at the noon hour. 
Research materials in the form of books, The annual meeting of Gettysburg Clas- 
periodicals and pamphlets dealing with the sis will be held in Emmanuel Church, Han- 
subject under consideration were consulted over, Pa., on Sunday, Feb. 24, 1935, at 
by the delegates during this period. 7 P. M. 
k v : 
The conference was brought to a close E. M. Sando, Stated Clerk. , 
by the presentation of a one-act play enti- 
tled, “What Men Live By.” This well- THE COUNTRY DOCTOR 


known drama based upon one of Leo Tol- 
stoy’s immortal stories was produced by 
St. Luke’s Dramatic Club, Trappe, under 
the direction of Mrs. Josephine Xander 
Sheeder. 

Despite the inclement weather that pre- 
vailed throughout the day, the attendance 
at the Collegeville conference exceeded 
that of the two previous annual meetings. 


GETTYSBURG CLASSIS 


Gettysburg Classis met in regular fall 
session on Tuesday, Oct. 30, at 9.30 A. M., 
in St. John’s Church, McKnightstown, Pa., 
Rey. G. Howard Koons, pastor. The open- 
ing devotional service and meditation 
were in charge of Rev. G. W. Welsh, D.D. 
At the opening of the afternoon session 
Dr. M. J. Roth conducted the devotions 
and gave the meditation. 

All matters referred to Classis by the 
former General Synod of the Reformed 
Chureh and by the General Synod of the 
Evangelical and Reformed Church were 
adopted, as were also all matters referred 
by the Synod of the Potomac, including 
the-annual apportionments for the coming 
year. 

The work of the different Boards of the 
Church received due consideration. The 
recommendations of the committees on the 
work of the Boards were adopted. Dr. 
William F. DeLong addressed Classis on 
the work of Home Missions. Dr. EH. F. 
Hoffmeier, a member of the Board of For- 
eign Missions, spoke on that work. Dr. 
Harry N. Bassler represented the cause of 
Ministerial Relief: and Sustentation, and 
Dr. Henry I. Stahr addressed Classis on 
Christian Education. 


Definite resolutions on the Kingdom 
Roll Call, offered by the Classical Mis- 
sionary and Stewardship Committee, were 
adopted and it was urged that they be 
carried out by every congregation. The 
Committee on Evangelism reported having 
arranged for and carried out successfully 
the third annual Men’s Rally for the 
Classis on Oct. 28 and recommendations to 
lay emphasis on the evangelistic note were 
adopted, 

Revs. W. 8S. Harman and M. J. Roth, 
D.D., were appointed as delegates to rep- 
resent Gettysburg Classis at the Conven- 
tion of the Pennsylvania Council of 
Churches, Harrisburg, Pa., Jan. 28-29, 1935. 


The members of Classis and visitors were 


Dr. A. R. Dafoe arrived in New York 
celebrated as the man who had brought 
into the world its five most famous young 
women. He leaves it celebrated for per- 
sonal qualities of his own. The reporters 
—who see them all, coming and going, 
and learn to expect. anything or mostly 
nothing very much—fell into a sudden 
and slightly bewildered enthusiasm before 
that combination of simplicity, eompet- 
ence and self- -possession. They cheered 
his “ill-fitting” evening clothes and the 
fact that he held a crowd of 3,000 people 
in Carnegie Hall absolutely silent and ab- 
sorbed with his “simple fairy tale” from 
the hard life of a primitive Canadian rural 
community. The tale was itself one of 
the most fascinating of true romances 
which could be told; but the doetor’s hear- 
ers were fascinated as well by the direct- 
ness, pungency and humor of the telling. 
The whole city was arrested for a mo- 
ment in its gilded or grim routine by this 
smallish, capable man, snatched suddenly 
from twenty- seven years of desperately 
laborious and unremunerative obscurity 
among poor and hard-driven farmers to 
be subjected to the white lights of massed 
publicity. It was, perhaps, just a little 
surprised to find that the white lights 
looked, in the encounter, a trifle false and 
garish. 

Dr. Dafoe was taken up to our local 
high place (the Empire State Building, 
of course) and shown the city. He was 
interested, but unimpressed. He was tak- 
en elsewhere; he enjoyed himself, but al- 
lowed no seruples of politeness to conceal 
his intention of returning to the little 
Ontario community to which he had given 
his life, and staying there. Possibly it is 
not too much to say that Dr. Dafoe has 
looked us over, has been amused by us 
and grateful for the medical supplies and 
assistance which our vast apparatus of 
civilization, wealth and publicity has 
showered upon him. We have helped him 
keep the “quints” alive—it would have 
doubtless been impossible without us and 
all we stand for—but we have showered 
him with every kind of crank notion, self- 
seeking scheme, proffered bribery, and 
other unlovely manifestations as well. 

On the whole, he will take what he 
needs and beg to be excused. We have 
failed to impair his common sense. Dr. 
Dafoe departs a more genuine person than 
a great many of the famous one may meet. 
He has heartened us all by his quiet de- 


monstration of simple and rugged values.: 


—N. Y. Herald-Tribune. 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON 
Prof. Theo. F. Herman, D.D., Lancaster, Pa. 
Sunday after Christmas 
December 30, 1934 


Tests of a Christian 
I John 5:1-12 
Golden Text: Whosoever believeth that 
Jesus is the Christ is begotten of God: 
and whosoever loveth him that begot lov- 
eth him also that is begotten of him. I 
John 5:1. 


Lesson Outline: 1. False Tests. 
Tests. 

This is our last lesson of the year. In- 
stead of reviewing the twelve lessons of 
the last quarter, as is customary, we are 
to sum them up, as it were, in one final 
study. Those lessons dealt with “Studies 


2. True 


in the Christian Life,” in some of its es- 


sential aspects. The Bible, prayer, growth, 
citizenship, stewardship, the sacraments, 
the home, ete., such were our topics. They 
are like the facets of a diamond, or like 
the segments of a circle. 
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The December Selection of 
the Religious Book Club 


CATHOLICS, JEWS 
AND PROTESTANTS 


By Claris Edwin Silcox 
and Galen M. Fisher 


Catholics, Jews and Protestants— 
how do these three major religious 
groups in the United States and 
Canada get along together? What 
antagonisms divide them, what 
"shared loyalties bind them? This 


volume contains the results of an 
extensive study of the subject, made 
under the auspices of the Institute 
of Social and Religious Research. 


Some significant questions answered: 

How much religious discrimination 
actually exists in American society, 
business, politics and education? 

What is the extent of intermarriage 
between Catholics, Jews and Protestants 
and has it generally proven successful ? 

How much proselytization is actually 
attempted by the Catholics? 

What are the statistics with regard 
to conversion from one creed to an- 
other? 

Are the Jews really in international 
ooWhat ie to dominate business? 

at is the general attitude of Amer- 
hank Gentiles toward Nazi anti-Semit- 
sm 

Why is tolerance increasingly neces- 
sary? 


Price, $2,50, Postpaid 
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Today we are to think of the Christian 7 ¥ 
himself, of the person who lives the life ‘ 
that is properly called “Christian.” How 
shall we test him? How may we know — 
the genuine from the spurious, the real 
from the counterfeit? That is an ‘noe 
tant question to ask, for the worst thi 
in all this wide world is an imitation 
the best; like imitation money, for exam-_ 
ple. A counterfeit coin is not merely 
worthless, but positively harmful to 
that handle it. So it is with counterfeit 
religion. It gains no credit with God, an ¥ 
it creates confusion and doubt among men. 

It is also a difficult question to answer 
wisely. Ask a bigoted sectarian this ques: a 
tion of “tests,” and you will get a rea : 
reply. But, somehow, it does not satis 
you. It seems’to lack “the Galilean a 
cent.” One imagines that it was saat 
to distinguish a Christian from a pore’ 
Christian in ancient Antioch, where the — 
name “Christian” was coined, than in me 
ern Christendom, so-called. The lives o: 
Paul and Barnabas stood out in startli 
contrast against the dark background of 
that corrupt pagan city. That background — 
has been changed; very considerabk 
There has been a leveling-up process” 
morals and manners, due, largely, to 
spread of Christianity. Just what is 
difference, in a Christian community, 
tween a professing Christian and his 
abiding non-Christian neighbor? By > 
tests: will you tell the one from the 

The: question raised by our topic 
a most timely one. Our age is 
dously interested in reality. Realis 
one of its most distinctive traits. 
no matter how ancient, have lo 
sanction. -In science, philosophy, 
ture, even-in the political and 
realms, men are impatient of — 
pretense, of blind partisanship 4 
dogmatism. They want facts, n 
Especially the youth of to 
the victims of a be ae 
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because it was not built upon ultimate 
reality. 

And, surely, the religion of our Lord 
does not shrink from this test of reality. 
It welcomes it. It bids men to follow 
Christ, confident that He alone is the final 
answer to the questions that perplex us, 
and the solution of the problems that 
vex us. 

Our Biblical passage is taken from the 
First Epistle of John. It is an anonymous 
writing, dating from the end of the first 
century, and usually ascribed to John, the 
apostle. The writer evidently had per- 
sonal knowledge of Christ, as the very in- 
earnation of God. His letter glows with 
the love of God, as revealed in the life of 
Christ. He gives us two notable defini- 
tions of God, viz., God is light (1:5), and 
God is love (4:8). 

The fifth chapter, which contains our 
lesson, magnifies faith in Christ and its 
fruits, as the very essence of Christianity. 
The keynote of the whole chapter is found 
in verse twelve of our lesson. “He that 
hath the Son hath the life; he that hath 
not the Son of God hath not the life.’ Ac- 
cording to John, therefore, the Christian 
is a man who has faith in Christ, as the 
incarnation and revelation of the love of 
God. ‘This faith begets a life, a life that 
is “eternal,” in its quality as well as in 
quantity. And this eternal life manifests 
itself here and now in its fruits, which are 
both the proofs and the tests of its reality. 

The testimony of this early witness to 
Christ concerning the nature and tests of 
Christianity, thus, is notable both for its 
omissions and for its affirmations. He 
omits and ignores the tests which men have 
sometimes unduly magnified, much to the 
hurt of the cause of Christ. He sets before 
us the tests that are. fundamental and 
eternal. We may study this lesson in a 
similar fashion by considering the true 
tests as contrasted with tests that are 
false. 


I. False Tests. Perhaps we should call 
them defective or inadequate tests, rather 
than false ones, for they do have - their 
place and function in the Christian life. 
But it is a subordinate and secondary 
place. 

There is, first, the ecclesiastical test, 
with all its narrow inclusions and rigid 
exclusions. Happily, we hear little of that 
today. Even Catholics will admit that 
true Christians may be found in other com- 
munions than theirs. Only the most fan- 
atical sects still claim that they alone 
wield the key to the Kingdom of God. 
The proof and test of a Christian certainly 
is not eccleasiatical. It is not membership 
in a Church, the observance of its rites 
and ceremonies or submission to its rules 
and ordinances, that makes one a Chris- 
tian, a true follower of Christ. 

Nor is the true test intellectual or emo- 
tional. Doctrinal beliefs and profound 
emotional experiences of peace and joy 
and gratitude do, indeed, accompany genu- 
ine religion, but they do not constitute its 
essence. One may give intellectual assent 
to all the creeds and catechisms of Chris- 
tendom, and yet utterly lack the Mind of 
the Master. And one may revel in reli- 
gious ecstacies, in emotional anticipation 
of the rewards and raptures of heaven, 
without manifesting the fruits of the spirit 
of Christ in this life. 


Tests lke these are misleading. They 
are false labels that misrepresent reality. 
They misrepresent Jesus Christ, His cause 
and His true comrades. Doubtless, these 
true disciples of Jesus will be found in 
our Churches. They will hold membership 
in some part of that visible and organized 
body, whose head is Christ. And they 
will have great beliefs about Christ, about 
the God whom He revealed, His character 
and purpose and power. They will know 
a joy and peace that pass understanding, 


even “the peace and joy of believing.” But 


all of this does not touch the core of their 
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“A Pause in the Day’s Occupations” 


The wise minister, in arranging his hours, must place a 
pause in the day’s occupations for getting acquainted with his 


children— 


“The Children’s Hour’’.: 


As they present their 


questions, and tell of their failures and successes in school or 


at play, he may well ask himself the question: 


“Have I done 


everything possible for their welfare in the years that are 


ahead ?”’ 


One or more suitable Life Insurance policies would be a 


practical answer to that question. 


Advice and encouragement 


in this matter will be gladly given by the 
PRESBYTERIAN MINISTERS FUND 


(Unterdenominational) 


1805 Walnut St., Phila, Pa. 


religion, whose true tests are more search- 
ing. 

II. True Tests. “He that hath the Son 
hath the life; he that hath not the Son of 
God hath not the life” (v. 12). Here, in 
one pithy sentence, John sums up the 
whole matter. The true Christian “hath 
the life.’ He has the “eternal life, and 
this life is in his Son” (v. 11). He has it 
because “he hath the Son.” 

That, obviously, is the language of a 
mystic, but its meaning is clear. Chris- 
tianity is the life of Christ in men; even 
Christ, living in and through men. Only 
“he that hath the Son hath the life,” says 
John. But how can a man “have the 
Son’? How can he have and live the 
eternal life that is in the Son? Only by 
sharing it through a living faith in Christ. 

That is the affirmation of John in the 
very first verse of our lesson. ‘“Whoso- 
ever believeth that Jesus is the. Christ, 
is born of God” (v. 1). Faith in Christ, 
a hearty trust in Him as the revealer of 
God and the redeemer of mankind, that 
marks the secret of the “eternal life” 
which is the true Christian life. Through 
faith, we may share the life that was in 
Christ, and become the heirs of His Spirit. 


And that new and eternal life will mani- 
fest itself very definitely in loving, in liy- 
ing, and in overcoming. These are the 
fruits of faith in Christ, the evidences of 
the eternal life begotten in men and the 
true tests of its reality—loving, living, 
overcoming. 

It will be a life of love. The man of 
faith in Christ will love God and Christ. 
But “this is the love of God that we keep 
His commandments: and His command- 
ments are not grievous” (v. 3). To love 
God means to keep His commandments of 
love. We love Him when we express that 
love in our daily living, in all our human 
relationships. 

Thus living and loving, Christians over- 
come the world, “For whatsoever is be- 
gotten of God, overcometh the world, and 
this is the victory that hath overcome the 
world, even our faith. And who is it that 
overcometh the world, but he that believ- 
eth that Jesus is the Son of God” (vs. 4, 
5). That, perhaps, is the ultimate test of 
a living faith in Christ that expresses and 


oy? AND “ME” 


The sey? 

I try to be 

So often grows ashamed 

Of the poor weak, foolish, sinful 
ME! 


—Grace Harner Poffenberger. 


Matthew J. Hyndman, D.D., Pres. 


IN DIVIDUAL COMMUNION SERVICE 


Send for Folder and SPECIAL 
OFFER atlow prices. Tray and 36 
glasses $6.50 up. Extra Glasses 
$1.00 dozen. Collection and Bread 
Plates. Pastor’s Sick Outfits, etc. 


THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box 3, Lima, Ohio 


PARKER’S HAIR BALSAM 
Removes Dandruff Stops Hair Falling 
 Imparts Colorand BeautytoGray 
and Faded Hair 
q 6oc. and $1.00 at Druggists. 
\ (7 A Hiscox Chemical Works. Patchogue, N. Y. 


micnor OWNS 
Embroidered Pulpit Hangings, 


Bookmarkers, etc. 
Custom Tailoring for Clergymen 


Specialists in Church Vestments and 
Embroideries for half a century 


© COX SONS & VINING, INC. 


© 131-133 East 23rdSt. New York 


It over- 


manifests itself in a life of love. 
comes the world. It gains the victory over 
matter and man, over all the temptations 
of the material things and all opposition 


of men. Even death itself, it overcomes. 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR TOPIC 
By the Rev. Charles E. Schaeffer, D.D. 


Dec. 30: How to Make Our Dreams Come 
True. Gen. 37:5-11 


There are two types of dreams—night 
dreams and day dreams—dreams which 
we may have when asleep or when we are 
awake. No psychologist has yet been 
able to explain night dreams satisfactorily. 
It is supposed that they le in our sub- 
conscious mind and that during sleep they 
often come to the surface and then with- 
out any guidance and direction of the will, 
they come to expression and register them- 
selves, sometimes very incoherently. That 
is the reason for some of the wild, fan- 
tastic, impossible dreams which at times 
befall us. They are usually made up of 
light and airy nothingness which soon dis- 
appears when we awake. But day dreams 
are of a different character. They occur 
when we are fully awake and conscious of 
what we are doing. They belong to the 
realm of the conscious, not of the sub- 
conscious. They are usually born of the 
imagination or are hung as ideals before 
us. Sometimes we call them visions, some- 
times fancies. Sometimes they exist only 
in our minds and have no tangible reality. 
There are those who point with scorn to 
those who dream these dreams. They say 
like the brothers said of Joseph: “Behold! 
this dreamer cometh.” But really when 
we consider the subject seriously, we dis- 
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cover that it has usually been the dream- 
ers that have put the world forward. It 
would be interesting to go through the 


Bible and study the dreamers and their 
dreams as these appear in the sacred ree- 
ord. Jacob dreamed a dream at Bethel 
when he saw a ladder reaching from earth 
to heaven and the angels ascending and 


descending. : 

Pharoah dreamed a dream of fat and 
lean kine, which Joseph interpreted for him. 
Pilate’s wife dreamed a dream concerning 
the innocency of Jesus. Peter had a 
dream which opened the door to the 
Gentiles and Paul dreamt of a saved crew 
of a sinking ship. But there are other 
dreamers and dreams recorded for us in 
the Bible. There were men and women 
who had visions of coming days, who saw 
a new heaven and a new earth. Old men 
dreamed dreams and young men and mai- 
dens saw visions. The dreamers of the 
Bible were the seers and prophets, the 
mystics and the poets who pierced into the 
future and who saw what the common 
crowd could not see. Thus they were al- 
ways the pioneers of the faith, the men 
of the adventurous spirit, the forerunners 
who prepared the way, the heralds of a 
new and better day. 

It is the dreamers today who are the real 
leaders of men. Sometimes we call them 
impractical, visionaries, but they often 
prove themselves to be the doers among 
men, the path breakers into new continents 
of thought and of life. 

Do dreams come true? Most of our 
night dreams, like ghosts, flee at break of 
day, but many of our day dreams may be 
realized if we wish them so to be. There 
are three types of people in the world. 
There are those who live in the past. They 
look back. They dwell in memory land. 
They idealize and idolize the past. They 
ery—‘O youth return, O give me back my 
early days.” There are others who live 
only in the present. They sing— 


“Lord, for tomorrow and its needs, I do 
not pray; 

Keep me, my God, from stain of sin, 
just for today.” 


But there are still others who look to the 
future, who wait for the morrow, who dip 
into the future far as human eye can see, 
see the vision of a world and all the won- 
der there will be. These are dreamers, the 
seers. They see the invisible floating as 
an ideal before them. These dreams may 
be realized. They can be attained by 
earnest effort and by patient perseverance. 
One must, however, set up worthwhile 
goals, and sincerely desire the fulfillment 
of one’s dreams. Dreams do not come true 
just by dreaming; we must do our part to 
make them come true. 

There is no better time to dream dreams 
than at the close of the old year and the 
opening of the new. What are you plan- 
ning for the new year? What are your 
innermost desires and wishes for the new 
year? Set your banners high and then 
climb steadily toward them. Visualize for 
yourself what you would like to be and do 
during the New Year and then daily live 
under its influence. At first it will seem 
as if you could never realize your ideal, 
but as you go on, you will steadily ap- 
proach it, and by and by your dream will 
come true. A Happy New Year to all my 
readers, as I close 39 years of my service 
as writer of these C. E. Topics. 


BOOK REVIE¥VS 


Urban Organization of Protestantism, A 
Study of Denominational City Church 
Extension Agencies, by Wilbur C. Hal- 
lenbeck, Harper Brothers, New York. 
This study was made under the auspices 

of the Institute of Social and Religious 


Research and covers a very interesting 
field of Christian work. Practically every 
large denomination in this country has 
a City Extension or City Mission Society 
or organization of some kind. This, how- 
ever, pertains principally to our larger 
cities. Just how these agencies sprang 
up and developed—what their functions 
are, how they are related to other agen- 
cies, either denominational or interde- 
nominational, and what they have accom- 
plished during the period of their exist- 
ence covering over a hundred years, is 
very clearly and interestingly presented 
in this volume of almost 300 pages. This 
phase of the denominational life in Amer- 
ica had never been written up before this 
and therefore all of us are under many 
obligations to the author for bringing to 
us so much valuable material in such ex- 
cellent form. Of great value is-the rather 
extended appendix which furnishes a series 
of 13 tables of statistics pertaining to the 
Societies themselves and the projects aided 
by them. Here is a mine of information 
nowhere else obtainable. 


—C. E. S. 


Financial Recovery for the Local Church, 


by Julius Earl Crawford. Cokesbury 
Press. $1. 
This is the most comprehensive and 


thorough and the best book on Church 
finance that has been published. Dr. 
Crawford, a Southern Methodist, is ad- 
mirably qualified for the work he has 
done. The treatment is sound and takes 
in view all of the modern problems of 
finances of a congregation. Of course a 
book of two hundred pages cannot be ex- 
haustive, but every important topic is dis- 
cussed at sufficient length to give an in- 
terested person the necessary facts to 
reach conclusions adapted to a local situ- 
ation. Dr. Crawford is definite but not 
arbitrary. Not everyone will agree with 
him on all points but even on those he is 
thought-provoking. This book is intended 
for not only pastors but for officials in 
local Churches, Christian Stewardship is 
the foundation and underlying principle 
of all of the twelve chapters. It is just 
the book for pastors, and I wish that 
every pastor in America would read it, 
but it also gives the very material for 
which some of our most wide-awake Church 
officials are seeking. 


—William E, Lampe. 


THE 1935 CHRISTMAS APPEAL OF 
THE GEORGE W. AND AGNES 
HOFFMAN ORPHANAGE 


Dear Friends of the Orphans: 


The Board of Directors of your Orphan- 
age makes an earnest appeal for liberal 
Christmas Offerings to support our 72 
fatherless, motherless and homeless chil- 
dren in the Hoffman Orphanage for the 
year 1935, 

We do not receive State Aid nor Ap- 
portionment money nor any income from 
any Welfare Fund to maintain the Home 
and support the children. We must de- 
pend upon the Annual Christmas Offerings 
for the “daily bread” for the 240 daily 
meals, the clothing, the education and the 
religious training of the children. The 
very existence of the Home and the sup- 
port of the children depends upon volun- 
tary contributions. 

To be an orphan is sad, but to be an 
orphan and enter the year 1935 with the 
“daily bread” cut thinner and all other 
necessities reduced is very sad. Please do 
not make the life of our boys and girls 
sadder by not giving an offering equal to 
last year’s Christmas Offerings. 

The Christmas Season has been and is 
the time to give an offering for the Hoff- 
man Orphanage. Let nothing interfere 
with your giving an offering for the sup- 
port of our 72 dependent children, neither 
withhold your offering from the children 
who became orphans not through any per- 
sonal intent nor action of theirs. 


We do not ask for luxuries, but we do 
plead for sufficient plain and wholesome 
food for each child for the coming year, 
Seventy-two dependent children, with 
outstretched hands, ask you for money to 
give them a Home and sufficient food for 
the year 1935. Our Saviour said, “Inas- 


much as ye give unto my little ONES, ye 
do it unto Me.” 
John L. Gerber, Pres., 
Dr. E. F. Hoffmeier, Secy. 
Rev. A. P. Frantz, 


Supt. 


CHURCH: 
MEN'S 
LEAGUE 


Dr. J. M. G. Darms, Secretary 


And yet ANOTHER CHAPTER: Trin- 
ity Reformed Church, Mount Crawford, 
Va., the Rev. H. A. Welker, pastor. The 
sunny south again casts its rays of heart 
warmth northward and westward. These 
brethren of the Southland sense and see 
the value of study and fellowship and 
desire to link up nationally with the men 
of the united Church for more effective 
service in the Kingdom. That is both 
an expression of self interest and brother- 
liness. The officers of this most recent 
chapter, organized December 5th, are: 
President, Charles Burgess, of the Civil 
Service, Rural Carrier; Vice President, 
John Will, Principal of the school; Seere- 
tary, Russell Huffmann, farmer, and 
Charles Frey, painter and paperhanger. 
Here you have a fine combination blend- 
ing beautifully; a government employee, 
an educator, an agriculturist and a crafts- 
man. Of such quality are our Reformed 
Churchmen! Welcome into our growing 
family of Leaguers. 


Eighty-four years old and vitally in- 
terested in the Churchman’s League! 
That’s not a sign of senility but one of 
abundant virility, and we rejoice in it. 
Dr. F. F. Bahner, now residing at Wes- 
leyville, Erie County, Pa., who is 84 years 
of age, writes: “Please let me have 
a booklet for 1935. I rejoice in the faet 
that the work of co-ordinating and unify- 
ing the various activities of our United 
Church is getting freely under way.” Yes, 
dear brother, our laymen of the League 
and Brotherhood will soon be “one body”. 


Material for the February topie: “Our 
new Foreign Mission Fields” has been ably 
written by the Assistant Secretary of 
our Board, the Rev. John H. Poorman, 
who knows his subject and knows the lay- 
men of our Church, since he has done 
much ereditable work among them. This 
material is being sent out within a few 
days, and we have included a copy for 
each pastor whose Church has a League. 


Cardinal Mundelein, of Chicago, stated. 
at the recent 25th Anniversary celebration 
of his office: “Where the men are attached 
to their Church, there THE CHURCH IS 
ALIVE; there it leaves its imprint on the 
life of a city and of a nation.” There 
is more than a suggestion in this. 


It’s been a good year in the growth of 
our Churchman’s League and we pray and 
are full of the highest hopes that the New 
Year 1935 will be even “bigger and bet- 
ter, every day in every way”. Let us 


laymen resolve to make it so and it will 


surely come to pass. : ; 


ORGANIZ 
- in your Church in 
1935 


Start right in doing this in JANUAR 
and get the blessing of it all 
through the year. 2 


E A CHAPTER 


- 
; 


DECEMBER 20, 1934 


REFORMED 


CHURCH 


Mrs. 


0 9 1) OO 3 0 


NEWS OF THE WEEK ile 


56 Soc 


Henry W. Elson 


oa © ¢ 


) © —— OS 


) © —— 0 —— 9§ 


The Federal Government’s monthly pay- 
roll for employes in the executive branches 
passed $100,000,000 in October. 


The Pacifie fliers, Lieutenant Charles T. 
P. Ulm and his companions, George Little- 
john, co-pilot, and J. Leon Skilling, navi- 
gator and radio ,operator, are missing 
after an SOS call near Hawaii. A wide 
search is being made. 


Three Honduran towns, San Jorge, La 
Encarnacion and San Fernando’ were 
leveled by an earthquake Dec. 4 causing 
great damage and loss of life. Severe 
shocks were also felt in Chile, 4 towns 
in Arica were reported damaged. 


66 persons were executed Dec. 6 at 
Moscow by the Soviet Government. They 
were accused of “Terrorist” plots after the 
assassination of Sergei Kiroff. Trials and 
punishment were carried out in a day. 
No counsel was admitted. One woman 
was among those executed. 


Rev. Dr. Robert F. Y. Pierce, former 
president of the American Bible Union, 
died Dec. 5 at his home in Plainfield, N. 
J. He was 82. 


Lord Riddell, newspaper publisher and 
spokesman for the British press at the 
peace conferences—Versailles and those 
that followed, died at London at the age 
of 69. 


The Federal Council of Churches of 
Christ in America in session at Dayton, 
O., Dec. 5, adopted a@ resolution urging 
State Legislatures, Congress and univer- 
sity authorities to support the Church 
movement. against compulsory military 
drill at land grant colleges. 


The westward march of Niagara Falls 
has caused another mighty rockslide, the 
3rd one of gigantic proportions since 1931. 
This last- mass of rock that was hurled 
into the gorge was estimated at from 200 
tons upward. 


The National Association of Manufactur- 
ers and the Congress of American Indus- 
try adopted a “platform for recovery” 
which recommends an extension for one 
year of a modified NRA as a further emer- 
gency measure and the appointment of a 
commission by President Roosevelt to plan 
a comprehensive national program for un- 
employment insurance, old-age pensions 
and other social security measures. 


Norman H. Davis, Ambassador-at-Large, 
in his first formal statement for publica- 
tion concerning the American policy on 
which his part in the London naval nego- 
tiations has been based, said Dee. 6 the 
fundamental issue was whether the col- 
lective peace system set up in the Pacific 
by the Washington Naval Treaty and the 
collateral political agreements of 1922 
were to be continued or upset. The United 
States stood for continuance, he told the 
American Correspondents’ Association. 
The Ambassador further said he had in- 
structions from President Roosevelt to 
propose substantial all-round naval reduc- 
tions without altering the ratios fixed by 
the Washington treaty. 

' Yugoslavia made ready Dee. 6 to expel 
all the 27,000 Hungarians living within 
her borders. Since the decree streams of 
deportees from Yugoslavia have flowed in- 
to Hungary, leaving behind their property. 
Many stories of individual tragedies are 
told. The trouble arises from the assassin- 
ation of the late king of Yugoslavia. 

President Roosevelt returned to Wash- 
ington, Dec. 6, after an absence of 3 
weeks in the Tennessee Valley and Warm 
Springs, Ga. 

The League of Nations received Dec. 6 
Germany’s unconditional acceptance of 
the League’s proposal that the Council 


maintain order in the Saar Basin Terri- 
tory with an international foree exelud- 
ing French and German troops. The Brit- 
ish worked successfully toward restrict- 
ing “the force to British, Italian, Dutch, 


Swedish and possibly Belgian contingents. 

Wiley Post in a new hop Dee. 7 of the 
Winnie Mae of Oklahoma believes that he 
reached an altitude of nearly 50,000 feet 
exceeding his record of Dee. 3. 

An organized, world-wide reconciliation 
campaign is the first effort on which Gen- 
eral Evangeline Booth has set her heart 
since taking command of the Salvation 


Army. Declaring she is greatly disturbed 
at the individual ill-will, suspicion and 
fear among nations, is her reason for 


starting this campaign. 


Dr. Henry Harbaugh Apple, president 
of Franklin and Marshall College, at Lan- 
caster, Pa., for 25 years, has resigned as 
head of that institution. 

William Woodward Brandon, 66, former 
Governor of Alabama, died at Tuscaloosa 
Deer is 

In the most extensive drive ever made 
by Federal narcotic agents, simultaneous 
raids were made in every part of the 
country from Boston to San Francisco 
Dec. 7 and 8 against addicts and peddlers. 
Reports made to headquarters indicated 
that 793 persons had been arrested and 
an undetermined amount of narcotics 
seized. 


Pledges were administered to all masses 
in all the Catholic Churches Dee. 9 
throughout the nation to remain away 
from moving picture productions consider- 
ed by Church authorities to be danger- 
ous to their moral life. This “Legion of 
Decency” pledge was taken by 10,000 at 
St. Patrick’s Cathedral in New York. 
There are about 22,000,000 Catholics in 
the country so this boycott of indecency 
should bring results. 


Net income of corporations increased 
by $654,502,697 or 35.35 per cent in 1933 
over the previous year, but net incomes 
of individuals decreased $339,845,777, ac- 
cording to a preliminary statistical sur- 
vey made public Dee. 9 by the Bureau of 
Internal Revenue. 


More than 5000 Lutherans attended a 
rally Dee. 9 in New York City held in 
celebration of the 400th anniversary of 
the publication of the translation of the 
Bible by Martin Luther. 


Dr. Manuel Marquez Sterling, Ambassa- 
dor of Cuba, who helped negotiate last 
August, the abrogation of the Platt 
Amendment—ending the right of the 
United States to intervene in the interests 
of law and order in Cuba, died at the 
embassy in Washington, Dee. 9. He was 
62 years old. 


The Council of the League of Nations 
adopted unanimously by a roll-call vote 
a resolution Dee. 10 settling peacefully 
Yugoslavia’s appeal to the League against 
Hungary as involved in the assassination 
of King Alexander. 


Tying together “with scientific care” 
of every crime-preventing and law enfore- 
ing agency in the country under “a con- 
stantly improving administrative struc- 
ture’ was urged by President Roosevelt 
Dec. 10 in the chief address at the open- 
ing of the Attorney General’s 4-day con- 
ference on crime in Washington. Banditry 
narcotics, traffic and lynchings are prob- 
lems as important as recovery, the Presi- 
dent said; the nation must see the danger 
and swift justice is essential. About 6000 
gangsters and racketeers are on the pres- 
ent lists of the Department of Justice. 
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The importance of recapturing foreign 
markets as a means of restoring national 
prosperity was emphasized Dec. 10 in a 
message from President Roosevelt and an 
address by Cordell Hull, Secretary of 
State, at the opening session of a conven- 
tion of the American Farm Bureau Fed- 
eration. The President addressed the 
5000 persons attending the convention by 
telephone from his study in the White 
House. He pointed out that, despite the 
drought, farm income for 1934 “is run- 
ning about dollars above last 
year.” 
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EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Theological Seminary of the Reformed 
Church in the U. S., Lancaster, Pa. 


This is the oldest of the educational institu- 
tions of the Reformed Chureh. It is conducted 
by the three (English) Eastern Synods. The 
Professors, members of the Board of Visitors 
and members of the Board of Trustees are 
elected by the Synods. It provides a course 
of three years. It has a faculty of eight 
Professors and Instructors. It also offers a 
post-graduate course of two years, leading to 
the degree of Bachelor of Divinity. Tuition is 


free. 
For catalogue or information address the 
President, 
REV. GEO. W. RICHARDS, D. D., LL. D., 
Lancaster, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
College 


Lancaster, Pa. 


Offers Liberal Courses in The Arts and 
Sciences 


Seven new buildings recently erected. 
The ‘“Fackenthal Laboratories” offers 
most complete equipment for work in the 
Sciences for pre-medical students. The 
new indoor Swimming Pool completes a 
very thorough equipment for athletics. 
The Plan of Comprehensive Final Exam- 
inations enriches the curriculum and 
provides for the most modern needs in 
2ducation. Write for catalog. 


HENRYSE: APPLY ED. llsD., 
President. 


URSINUS COLLEGE 


GEORGE L. OMWAKE, LL.D., President 


Approved by the Middle States Association of 
Colleges and Secondary Schools, The American 
Association of University Women and the Asso- 
ciation of American Universities. Exceptional ad- 
vantages for instruction and study in all branches 
of the sciences and the liberal arts. Group System 
providing special preparation for the professions 
and intellectual occupations. Fourteen . modernly 
equipped laboratories, two fine auditoriums, twenty- 
six classrooms, and more than a score of confer- 
ence rooms for professors. Library and Gymnasium. 
Twenty acres of improved fields for athletics. A 
strictly residential college for men and women. 
Expenses held to a minimum. 


For information address 
FRANKLIN I. SHEEDER, Jr. 


Registrar 
COLLEGEVILLE 


PENNSYLVANIA 
The Mercersburg 


Academy 


Thorough instruction; college prepar- 
atory work being especially successful. 
Personal interest is taken in each boy, 
the aim: being to inspire in every pupil 
the lofty ideals of thorough scholarship, 
broad attainments, sound judgment and 
Christian manliness. For catalogue and 
further information, address 


BOYD EDWARDS); D:D S73: D., LL. 
Headmaster, Mercersburg, Pa. 


Hood College 


HENRY I. STAHR, D.D., 
President 


Accredited college for women. A.B., 
and B.S. in Home Economics. 
Teacher-training. Twelve modern, 
well-equipped buildings, including 
new dormitory. 125 acres. 

For catalogue address 


REGISTRAR, 
HOOD COLLEGE, Frederick, Md. 


Istanbul, after having been used as a 
mosque ever since the Ottoman conquest 
in 1453, has been closed as a place of 
worship to become a museum of Byzantine 
art. 

The Nobel Peace Prize for 1934 was 
presented at Oslo Dee. 10 to Arthur Hen- 
derson, British president of the Disarma- 
ment Conference, and at the same time 
the Nobel Prize for 1933 was awarded to 
Sir Norman Angell, British author and 
lecturer. 

About 110,000 CCC youths, according to® 
two surveys, have taken private jobs, 
Robert Fechner, director of emergency 
conservation work, informed President 
Roosevelt Dee. 10. 
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Miss Rosa E. Ziegler, Editor, 
440 N. 7th St., Lebanon, Pa. 


Japanese Author Royally Received in 
U. S. After more than a two-month itin- 
erary of eastern and mid-west cities, Miss 
Michi Kawai, author of “Japanese Wo- 
men Speak,” has reached the last lap of 
her Journey in the United States. She 
will sail on Christmas Day for Japan. 
From Dee. 11 to her sailing she will be 
the guest of the Los Angeles Federation. 
Including her engagements in southern 
California, Miss Kawai will have spoken 
to groups in more than 60 cities. Enthus- 
iastic reports of her vital and stimulating 
message keep coming into the office of 
the Central Committee on the United 
Study of Foreign Missions—publishers of 
“Japanese Women Speak”. On Nov. 1, 
one of the farewell functions for Miss 
Kawai, prior to leaving New York on 
Nov. 3, was an “At Home” at the home 
of Mrs. Renzo Sawada, wife of the Japan- 
ese Consul in New York. Mrs. Sawada 
was chairman of the Japanese women in 
New York who assisted in making possible 
Miss Kawai’s visit. Mrs. Edwin W. Lentz, 
a member of the Central Committee, was 
one of the guests. 


Mercersburg Classis held its Mission 
Band Rally during October in Grace 
Church, Greencastle, Pa., with many of 
the Mission Band members as well as 
members of the Churches in attendance. 
Each Mission Band made some contribu- 
tion to the program such as: a pageant, 
recitations, vocal and instrumental num- 
bers. The guest speaker was Mrs. Guy 
Benchoff, Secy. of Mission Bands for Po- 
tomae Synod, who took as her topie “Our 
friends.” Mrs. Benchoff’s address was 
much enjoyed by both children and adults 
and gave us much food for thought in our 
Mission Band work. The Rally offering 
was sent for children’s work in China. 


The first Mission Band Rally of Schuyl- 
kill Classis was held in the First Church, 
Schuylkill Haven, Sat., Nov. 24, in charge 
of Mrs. George W. Butz. The 8S. 8. room 
had a decided Japanese atmosphere, being 
decorated with Japanese cherry blossoms, 
lanterns, parasols, Japanese house and doll 
cut-outs, most of which were made by the 
children. Miss Helena M. Edwards, a 
Mission Band leader from Pottsville, told 
the story of the Doll Festival to the girls 
and Charles Weiser, Leader of a group 
of boys in Schuylkill Haven, told a story 
to the boys. The Rev. Howard Ziegler of 
Orwigsburg and Rey. L. M. Fetterolf of 
Pottsville, gave short talks delighting both 
children and adults. At the close of the 
Rally each child was given a cluster of 
candy cherries. 


EDUCATIONAL 
COLUMN 


Cedar Crest College 
The Reformed Church  . 


ALLENTOWN, PENNA. 
WILLIAM F. CURTIS, Litt. D. 
President 
A. B. and B. 8. Degrees 
Religious Education and Social Service es- 
pecially commended by our Church leaders, 
Exceptional Opportunities for Permanent 
Investments. Confer with the President 
or his Field Associate, Rev. George W. 

Spotts, Telford, Pa. 


Franklin and Marshall 
Academy 


Lancaster Pennsylvania 
A College Preparatory School for Boys 
Enters about 40 boys per year to 12 to 

15 colleges. Phi Beta Kappa honors in 

four colleges last year. Fine school home, 

thorough work and helpful supervision. 

Moderate cost. 

Send for illustrated catalogue. 


EDWIN M. HARTMAN, A. M. Pd.D., 
Principal 


Catawba College 


An accredited college for men and women, lo- © 
cated in the healthful Piedmont region of North 
Carolina. Courses lead to the A.B. and B.S. de- 
grees. Special emphasis on preparation for the 
professions, business life, home economics, and 
music. Graduates now enrolled in leading eastern 
professional and graduate schools. — : 


Outstanding Features: 


High scholarship Wholesome campus life j 
Minimum charges 
Well-developed program of indoor and outdoor sports 


For catalog and registration blanks, address the President, - 
HOWARD R. OMWAKE, Ped. D., Litt. D. 


Salisbury, N. C. 
HEIDELBERG COLLEGE 


TIFFIN, OHIO 


A STANDARD COLLEGE FOUNDED 1850 
CO-EDUCATIONAL 


College of Arts and Science 
Conservatory of Music 
School of Oratory 
Art Department 
Heidelberg trains ministers, missionaries, religious 


directors and social workers, and offers also pre- ‘ 
pre-journalism 


pre-engineering, 


medical, pre-law, 
in business 


courses, and courses administration. 


Heidelberg insists upon high standards of 
scholarship, personal contact with mature teachers, 
an unmistakable Christian atmosphere, and the 
minimum expense. 


For free catalogue write to 


CHARLES E. MILLER, D.D., LL.D. 
President. — : 


The “Cross Triumphant” Presented by 
Bangor Group. With the hope of em- 
phasis on our Japan Missions, the pageant, 
“The Cross Triumphant”, was presented on 
a recent Sunday night by members of St. : 
John’s Church, Bangor, Pa, to a large ‘ 
audience. The director, Mrs. George Samp- nm 
son, with the co-operation of members of 
the cast, made the preparation of the . 
pageant, a two-week study in Japanese 
Missions. - As a consequence, the inter- 
pretation was convincing and at times — 
truly dramatic. The fact of the costumes 
having been made under the supervisic 
of our missionaries in Japan and 
pageant written by 3 missionaries, 
to the denominational interest. The 
entice costuming as to periods and | 
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sions appealed to the interest of the com- 
munity. The Press had given publicity 
to the later phase of the pageant and the 
audience reflected this wider interest. Fol- 
lowing the pageant, the Thank Offering 
was received from the W. M. S. and the 
two Missionary Guilds. 


A Reception to Mrs. Mary B. Hoy and 
her daughter, Miss Gertrude Hoy, mission- 
aries to Yochow, China, on furlough in this 
country, was given by the W. M. S. of 
St. Paul’s Church, Lancaster, Pa., on 
Thursday, evening, Nov. 15. Several hun- 
dred people were present representing the 
Societies of many of the Churches in Lan- 
easter. The Reception was presided over 
by Mrs. L. B. Hershey, Pres. of St. Paul’s 
Society, who presented the guests. Several 
lovely musical numbers were given by 
members of St. Paul’s. Miss Hoy spoke of 
her work in the school at Yochow. Mrs. 
Hoy has been connected with Chinese 
Mission work since 1900 and Miss Hoy 
has been teaching in Yochow since 1913. 
The Hoys are planning to return to China, 
during January, 1935. A social hour fol- 
lowed, during which refreshments were 
served. 


The Miyagi College Literary Society 
celebrated its 42nd Anniversary by giv- 
ing a very elaborate program in the Ra- 
hauser Memorial Auditorium on Friday 
evening, Nov. 9, 1934, at 6 P. M. The pro- 
gram consisted of musical selections both 
vocal and instrumental, recitations, and 
plays. The plays given were: “Red Shoes” 
(adapted from Anderson); “Quality 
Street”, by Sir J. M. Barrie, and a Japan- 
ese Classical play, “Lady Kaguya.” All 
the parts in these plays were ably taken 
by the Japanese girls in our Miyagi Col- 
lege. (Wish you could have seen the 


copy of the. program I saw, all over the 
page were elaborate Japanese characters, 
but then, fortunately on the back, I found 
the same program printed in English, or 
I could never have told you a word about 
it.) ; 


ONE BOOK A WEEK 


(Continued from Page 2) 


Thus by persuasional methods psychiatry 
is the modern application of the gospel. 
Our task is to show him that his present 
state is not one of happiness but of mis- 
ery.. Or the sinner may be one who like 
St. Paul is struggling between the animal 
nature and the spiritual. ‘Who shall de- 
liver me from the body of this death? 
Jesus. Jesus delivers him, not by puni- 
tive methods as in the old theology, but 
by sympathetic, persuasive methods. Most 
people are hardened, not softened, by 
scolding and beating. Resentment seldom 
inspires an honest effort to be good. There 
is not much hope of bringing people back 
to their better selves by force.” Mr. Staf- 
ford first states the new _ theology 
and then the new method of cure neces- 
sitated by it in all conditions. 
“PREACHING AND THE MIND OF 
TODAY,” by Gaius Glenn Atkins, is quite 
different from the other two volumes. Pro- 
fessor Atkins has taken us into his class- 
room and talked to us in‘informal, chatty 
style about everything connected with 
preaching from the preacher’s background 
and experience to the reality of religion. 
There is a delicious chapter on “The 
Author’s Apology for his Book” on through 
such chapters as these: “The Strange Vo- 
eation of Preaching,’ “Preaching Under 
Fire,’ “The Changing Phases of Christian 
Preaching,” “Empty Throne-Rooms,” “The 
Roots of Preaching,” “The Challenge of 
Secularism,” “Craftsmen of the Soul,” 
“Base Lines,” “The Geography of a Ser- 
mon,” “The Preacher’s Forgotten Word: 


With Some Consideration of Craftsman- 


ship.” If you can imagine Dr. Atkins draw- 
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ing upon a rich field of experience, having 
read everything under the heavens and 
taken counsel with the wise of all times, 
and sat at their feet, then come to his 
pulpit, he will be a good preacher. But to 
be real and convincing it must have some 
contributions of the preacher’s own ex- 
perience. It will be better if it is sub- 
limated, something to be felt rather than 
said by the preacher. “It will be warmth 
from hidden fires and light from an un- 
seen lamp. It will be the vibrant accent 
of certainty and through it spirit with 
spirit will meet.”—There is a really elo- 
quent chapter here: “Empty Throne- 
Rooms.” There is an empty throne-room 
in this world. There are many claimants 
for it—Fascism, Communism, Socialism, 
Hitlerism, and finally there is Christian- 
ity. Christianity has got the start now. 
Can it take it? Can the preacher take it 
for Christianity? “Mussolini is said to 
have explained in one dramatic sentence 
his ascent to power: ‘Europe,’ he said, 
‘was full of empty thrones. I simply 
walked in and sat down on one.” That 
sentence short-circuits a revolution, but it 
is true. No judicious writer will let a 
glowing figure of speech betray him. Nor 
overstate his case. But there are signifi- 
cant regions of life—the most significant 
—waiting for the order and peace which 
can come only from the occupation of the 
throne-room of the human spirit by a 
power equal to the need and force of such 
a world as ours. The Christian Church 
believes the Way, the Truth, and the Life 
of Jesus Christ equal to the challenge. And 
it sees nothing else which is equal to the 
challenge, Can Christianity take the 
throne-room? 
—Frederick Lynch. 
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WILLIAM W. SEIBERT 


While on his way home from the burial 
of the Rev. J. Stewart Hartman, Mr. Wil- 
liam W. Seibert, esteemed and valued citi- 
zen, and staunch member of St. John’s 
Church, Clearspring, Md., lost control of 
his ear near Taneytown and was injured. 
This accident was not at first considered 
especially serious, but complications arose 
and it soon, became evident that he was 
fighting a losing battle. He passed to his 
eternal reward Sunday evening, Nov. 18. 

Mr. Seibert was born at “Montpelier”, 
the Seibert farm home near Clearspring, 
76 years ago May 5th last. Here he spent 
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his entire life, except for two years, when 
with his parents he lived in the town of 
Clearspring. Always active and energetic 
in everything constructive and progres- 
sive, he was widely known in farming 
and political circles, and unusually well 
versed in matters pertaining to the wider 
interests of the Church. 

He was keenly interested in and gener- 
ously supported not only his own local 
Church but the institutions and various 
Boards of the Church. Among his last acts 
he made a generous gift for the liquida- 
tion of the Foreign Mission debt. He 
graduated from Mercersburg College in 
the Class of 1879, and whenever possible 
attended Alumni and other functions, par- 
ticularly of Mercersburg and Franklin 
and Marshall. On Oct. 13, soon after re- 
turning from a month’s visit to A Cen- 
tury of Progress, he attended such a 
gathering at Mercersburg. The following 
paragraph comes from the Alumni Seere- 
tary of the Academy: 

“Tt was a great pleasure to all of us 
here at Mercersburg to have had Mr. Sei- 
bert attend the recent alumni gathering 
at the Academy on Oct. 18. He remained 
for the entire day and responded to a 
toast at the dinner in the evening. He 
was the oldest alumnus in attendance here 
on Alumni Day, having graduated 55 years 
ago.” 

In early life Mr. Seibert was confirmed 
a member of St. Paul’s Church, of the 
Clearspring charge, and served as both 
Deacon and Elder. Always among the 
leaders, he did willingly and well that 
which he conceived to be his task. It 
was always a joy for him to entertain his 
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friends and his spacious home became a 
veritable “open door’ where generosity 
and hospitality were ever in evidence. 

He was the last of his family and is 
survived by three sons and a daughter: 
Bernard, occupying a farm near the old 
home, Allen and Mrs. Frank Boyd, “Mont- 
pelier”, and Samuel, at present at the 
Veterans’ Hospital, Perry Point, Md. There 
are also four grandchildren. 

Funeral services were conducted from 
the home Wednesday afternoon, Novem- 
ber 21, by his: pastor, the Rev. J. W. 
Huffman. The Rev. Dr. Boyd Edwards, 
Headmaster of Mercersburg Academy, 
was also present and assisted at the ceme- 
tery. The body was laid to rest in St. 
Paul’s cemetery by the side of his wife, 


who passed away five years ago, Dee. 16. 


WILLIAM H. DIETZ 

William H. Dietz, an elder of Trinity 
Church, Hellam, Pa., of the Kreutz Creek 
Charge, died suddenly of. heart failure 
while beginning the work of the day on 
his farm which has been in the Dietz 
name since 1791, on Nov. 23, aged 65 years, 
11 months. He was well and favorably 
known throughout the community. He 
served on the Consistory of Trinity at 
different times covering a quarter of a 
century. From 1918 to 1932 he was Treas- 
urer of Trinity. He also served on the 
Building Committee during the erection 
of the present Church building. He was 
an active member of the Kreutz Creek 
Chureh Corporation, the body that has 
charge of the Kreutz Creek Cemetery. His 
wife preceded him in death on Oct. 26, 
1932, being found dead by Brother Dietz 
as he returned to assist her in some house- 
hold tasks. He is survived by two chil- 
dren, Harold R., who lives on the Dietz 
farm to the south of Hellam; and Mrs. 
Edward Fackler, who resided in the Dietz 
home in Hellam; also by 3 sisters, Mrs. 
Lizzie Miller, Mrs. Mary A. Emig, and Mrs. 
Emma Stoner, all members of Trinity. Ser- 
vices were conducted by the pastor at the 
Dietz residence, Nov. 26. The text was 
Matt. 24:42. Interment was made in Kreutz 
Creek Cemetery. The “ Messenger” has 
been a regular visitor in the Dietz home 
for many years. 

—W. E. G. 


ELIAS B. RAMSBURG 


Elias B. Ramsburg, a devoted member 
of the Evangelical Reformed Church, of 
Frederick, Maryland, died on Nov. 18, 
in his 73rd year. 

Mr. Ramsburg was a member of a family 
which has been identified with the Evan- 
gelical Church from its very beginning. 
His direct ancestor, Stephen Ramsburg, 
was one of the four Elders to whom the 
founder of Frederick deeded ground for 
a Church builing in 1764, ground which is 
still the property of the congregation. In 
each generation members of the family 
have faithfully served the Chureh. Mr. 
Ramsburg was confirmed in 1879. He 
served as Deacon and Elder and was a 
strong supporter of his Church in many 
ways. He was one of Frederick’s most 
useful citizens. He was president and 
general manager of the Ramsburg Fertili- 
zer Company and was associated with 
other business enterprises, but he found 
time to give to the welfare of his com- 
munity. One of his chief services was in 
connection with the Y. M. C. &., of which 
he was for years the President, holding 
that position at the time of his death. 
He is survived by his wife, formerly Miss 
Lillian V. Riley, of Utica, N. Y.; by two 
sons, Elias B., Jr., and J. Richard, and by 
two sisters, !Mrs. Jacob Rohrback and 
Mrs. Charles A. Bushong. The funeral 
service was held on November 20, con- 
ducted by his pastor, Rev. Henri L. G. 
Kieffer, and burial was in Mt. Olivet 
Cemetery. “Blessed are the dead who die 
in the Lord; they rest from their labors 
and their works do follow them.” 

—H. L. G. K. 


THE CHILDREN’S WONDER BOOK OF 


FAVORITE STORIES 
By the Greatest Writers of All Times 


WHAT THE WONDER BooK CONTAINS 

Here is a book that satisfies a child’s real desires. 
The stories are the children’s own choice. Stories 
from all the ages, tales which delighted childhood 
when the world was young; allegories, fables, rhymes 
which have helped even to mould the destinies of 
Empires are now brought together in one amazing 
volume. 

All the old favorites are here and a marvelous 
collection of more recent additions, providing a feast 
of entertainment, fun and happiness for the youngest ~ 
as well as for the older children. 

Every story in this Treasure-trove of Tales can be 
put into a child’s hands in the sure and certain 
knowledge that it provides a real education in the 
truest literature. . 

HUNDREDS OF ILLUSTRATIONS 

Illustrated with a wealth of\pictures by the world’s 
most famous artists including-no less than sixteen special art plates in full color, 
this Wonder Book of Children’s Literature opens up a fairyland of delight in 
which every child may roam at leisure. 


768 Pages—$2.10 Postpaid 


Illustrated descriptive circular sent upon request. 


HOW MUCH DO YOUR CHILDREN KNOW? 


All active growing minds hunger for facts. They 
are eager for answers to hundreds of questions. 
They want pictures that tell things and explana- 
tions that they can understand. They want knowl- 
edge that will lead them to success in life, stimu- 
lating information that will put them ahead in 
their work at school. 

Give them the right books and they will learn 
eagerly. Put the MODERN ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR 
CHILDREN before them and see how quickly they . 
become absorbed in its rich pages. 

1,200 Pictures—16 Color Plates—300,000 Words. 

Every picture and every paragraph answers your 
children’s questions. This entirely new and orig- 
inal work presents the vastness of man’s knowl- 
edge and progress, nature, modern invention, great 
feats of science and engineering, animal life, 

ar amusemests, hobbies, the marvels of transporta- 
tion—all these and countless other items of human knowledge, in simple words 
and vivid pictures. 

Superbly bound in handsome sturdy buckram. 756 pages of text printed in 
large clear type on specially selected paper. An entrancing gift to which every 
child in entitled. 


Illustrated descriptive circular sent upon request. 


THE MODERN ENCYCLOPEDIA FOR CHILDREN 
Complete in One Volume—Our Price, $2.60 


WILD LIFE OF OUR WORLD 


The wild life of our world is truly a fascinating 
study. The present volume has been compiled with 
the object of stimulating interest in the wonders of | . 
the great out-doors. The writers have endeavored to os 
tell faithfully, yet in engrossing manner, the lives 


of the thousands of creatures that live in forests, on | 4 
plains, that swim in the ponds, streams and lakes, | : 
that inhabit the great oceans, that dwell in tree tops 1 AL ’ 
and that burrow deep into the earth. aes 2 
Survivals of the pre-historic ages are also be hs 


enumerated. 
Over 600 pages with an average of two illustrations 


on each page and a number of beautiful colored — 
plates. t z { 


Price, $2.60 Postpaid 
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